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f OsrT Grariovs Lady: 
It « reported of Tiberius, | Satenjn Tiber, 
that he taxed the indiſcretion | _ 


fs the Iitenſes , —_— 
m long after the death of 
hu (one, with this anſwere, 

[ a9 That hee alſo was ſorry 
I for them, becauſe they had 
| loſt that worthy Citizen Hettor, ene dead many 
| hundred yeeres before. 1 mighs feare likewiſe leaſt 
| this eratulatorie ſerwice, ſomething of the lateſt might 
| finde the ſame entertainment with your Grace, which 
their conſolutorie with hins : knew 1 not how onlike 
| 42 the 
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| ſerable , by application of remegdie , cauſing healed 
| wounds to bleede afreſh ; ridiculous, onſeaſonably 
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the caſe P f conſolation and gratulation. For griefe 
commonly being worne away in time, the late comfor- 
ter is 4 comforter both miſerable and ridiculous 5 mi- 


and out of time doing that which time it ſelfe hath 
done before him, bringing a hand kerchicfe ts wipe 
| away teares already dricd. But toy beins an affection 
| wore pleaſing and agrecing to our nuure , and ſo 
( ſpecially in greater obietts) not ſo ſoone vaniſhing, 
lateneſſe in gratulation may not in like manner be im- 
\puted. If ut might in other occaſions of ioy, yet cer- 


ES 


tainly not in ths, which is noleſſe then as it were the 
reſarrection of this whole Ile from the dead, where- 
by wee may be ſaid to hawe receiued againe our pa- | 
rents, children, husbands, wines , kindred, and ac- 
quaintance ; as Abraham is faid after a fort to 


haue receiued Ifaacke from the dead. And there- 
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fore it iuſtly clapneth a conſtant and continuing toy : 
which if it obtaine y6t at our bands, bat that wee be as 
| they, who ſeeing John to bee a (ſhining and a bur- 
ning light, reioyced for a ſeaſon in him ; 7t cax- 


wot be liable to cenſure, by a freſh ſupplie of ojle, to | 
| 


refreſh the fainting light of the lampe , and by the 

| renued remembrance of ſo ioyfull a worke to reuiae 

| the lanenifhing [pirits of our ioy. Which endeauour | 
\ performed in ths Treatiſe, after approbation recei- | 
\ued from thoſe whoſe ivdgement and learnins 1 
humbly reuerence, 1 am here bold to offer the reading 
of it to your Graccs eyes, which before was wttered 
in your hearing ; yet not «ltogether the ſame, but 
| inlarged with ſore additions ; though nes ſo much | 
added \ 
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the time. 
May it pleaſe your Grace 4 interprete thu my 
| P4IRCS 4s A —_ A this my moſt dutifull affe- | 
| cFion towaras you ; the deſert of your many peere- 
 lefſe indowments 4 ffetting mee the more, becauſe 4 | 
daily eye-witne (ſe of them in the houſe where thoſe two 
' honourable perſonages the Lord and Lady Haring- 
ton, moſt carefully and dutifuily doe attend your 
Grace. 
1 truſt none will iudge ſuch bookes unfit for you that 
knoweth your excellent graces, apt, as for any good 
tearning, ſo for this ſpiritual dottrine, __ thereto 
applied. And ſuch u the will of God that they which 
are but young ſhould be informed of-115 _— and 
namely the great delinerances wherewith he hath delt- 
 wered them and all bu people ; which, as 1 haue inten- | 
ded inthis Treatiſe,ſo 1 beſeech your Grace to giue me | 
leaue to remember you how ſoone God hathbegun to; 
| manifeſt his ſpecial pronidence ouer you.that you may 


| beginne as ſoone 19 manifeft your obedience to him. 


| 


> 


| early perſecution, when with him you were fine to; 
leaue the place of your abode for feare of thoſe bloudy | 
Herods, that you ſhould be like him clſo in your as 
early growing in grace and wiſedome, and fauour ' 14a, 
| with God and man, Bettmes hath he given you exi-| 

| dence of the unſoundneſſe of that treacherous __ | 
' religion, that betimes you might learne to hate it with a | 
per feet hatred, and with no leſſe perfect lone to em-, 
brace the ſinceritte of that religion, wherein hitherto 
you haue beene ſo hippily taught and protected. | 
| a Now 


Therefore did God make you like his Sonne,in that his | Math. , 
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| Now that great God which chargeth the Angels of 


Me'th.18. 


| heauen with the leaſt of his little ones, weuchſafe 


' that bonourable patronage ana protection vmo your 
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| Grace,the chaiſeſt of that number that being preſerued 


' from all dangers whatſoeuer, you may be reſerued | 
for the great good of the Church ; that ax ſbe rewyceth 


' already in the bloſſomes of your ſpring, ſo ſhee may 
hereafier mnch more retoyce, even according to the 
toy in harueſt,zn the fruits of your harueſt. _A1men, 
Combe, May 28. 


Your Graces tn all duty moſt 


deeply bounden ſeruant, 


| Daniztt Dice. 
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THE EPISTL 


TO THE READER. 


| 
| 
| 
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SEAN {tian Reader) duely conſider 


+ Ba 2nd beare yet freſh in minde, 
EPS how of late in this our State 
W and Kingdome;thricein three 

| (manang pace hath the Axe 
ne brought downe to the 

root of the tree, whereby we all were cuen at next 
doore to ruine and deftrucion ; and how alſo 
within the ſame three yeeres, yecre after yeere, | 


hath Ieſus Chriſt the dreſſer of our Vine-yard 


Hou doeft (I doubt not Chri- 


ſtood vp for vs in the gap, keeping from vs the 
blow of God his vnſheathed inn, keeping | 
on vnto vs the courſe of his vndeſerued mercy, | 
that neither by the death of her, whoſe life was | 
our light more then forty yeeres ſpace, came that | 
vpon vs which we much feared, and our enemies | 
long time expedted ; neither by the peſtilence at- 
ter, which kindled amongſt vs, killed of vs thou- 
ſands and ten thouſands,were wee wholly conſu- | 
med, or our land greatly diſpeopled ; neither 1 | 
the 
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Now that great Ged which chargeth the Angels of 
Mathis. | heaven with the leaſt of his little ones, wouchſafe 
' that bonourable patronage ana protection uno your 
| Grace,the choiſeſt of that number that being preſerued| 
from all dangers whatſoeuer, you may be reſerzed | 
for the great good of the Church ; that as ſhe rewyceth 
' already in the bloſſomes of your ſpring, ſo ſhee may 
herea 
10y 4 the fruits of your harueſt. _Amen, 
Combe, May 28. 


er much more retoyce, euen according to the 


Your Graces tn all duty moſt 


deeply bounden ſeruant, 


Daniztelt DiKe, 
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TO THE READER. 


g Hou doeft (I doubtnot Chri- 
$EFR ltian Reader) duely conſider 
My »& and beare yet freſh in minde, 
FEI how of late in this our State 
© and Kingdome;thricein three 

| _ pace hath the Axe 
ne brought downe to the 

root of the tree, whereby we all were cuen at next 
doore to ruine and deftruction ; and how alſo | 
within the ſame three yeeres, yecre after yeere, | 
hath Ieſus Chriſt the dreſſer of our Vine-yard 


ſtood vp for vs in the gap, keeping from vs the 
blow of God his vnſheathed judgement, keeping 
on vnto vs the courſe of his vndeſerued mercy, | 
that neither by the death of her, whole life was | 
our light more then forty b eeres ſpace, came that 
vpon vs which we much feared, and our enemies | 
long time expeted ; neither by the peſtilence at- 
ter, which kindled amongſt vs, killed of vs thou- 

ſands and ten thouſands,were wee wholly conſu- | 
med, or our land greatly diſpeopled ; neither bY | 
| the 
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The Epiſtle 
| the plot and powder of thoſe hellilh miſcreants 
intending to bring vpon vs a ſodaine, fearctull, 
| and irreparable ouerthrow at once of all, was our 
| King and Kingdome, the Peeres and people of 
' our Land, ſo much as by the loſe of one onely 
haire hurt and indammaged. The Lord our God 
for the ſake of his Sonne hath thus againe and 
againe ſtaied the ſtroke of his hand comming 
downe vpon vs, and called-in his decree ſent our 
againſt vs, for no other end, but thatreſcrued by 
his Mercy, we ſhould ſceke atter Tuſtice ; having 
long reſpit to amend our lives, wee thould _ 
forth truits worthy amendment of life ; and ſtil 
enioying our ſtate and ſtanding in his Vineyard, 
ſhould at laſt delight him with —_— and plea- 
| ant grapes of truth and holineſſe. Whereunto 


ut alſo called vpon vs by his remembrancers to 
repent : ſo both waring for, and working alſo 
our conuer{ton, Coudiiiing vs grace of deliue- 
rance for the triall of our thankfulneſſe, and ad- 
ding vnto that grace the grace of teruent and fre- 
quent exhortation to make vs thanktull. A great 
mercy it is, that he ſhould ſo ſpare vs being but 
a barren hgge-tree; but a double mercy thar 
hee ſhould (as our Sauiour ſpeaketh-in the Go- 
ſpell) alſo digge anddung vs about, to make vs 
fruittull. A Jo mercy it is, that of late he hath 
| deltuered vs from ſucha danger, ſo villanous in 
relpedt of them thar plotred it, ſo horrible in re- 

gard of them that were to be indangered by it, 
| 


- WG. ſo 
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that wemay be brought, he hath not onely inlar- 
ec by his lenitie the ſpace of our. repentance, 


| 
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| t0-the Reader. 


 Ceiue this grace in vaine, he hath ſent vs many his | 
taichtull ſeruants to rouſe vs outofour carnall (e- | 
 curitie, to raiſe vs from the dearth of finne, to 
moue vs to thanktulneſſe tor his infinite mercy, 
and to make vs aiwetull of his vnpartiall ſeuerinie. 


\Which, how other the Miniſters of Chriſt haue 


| ſo craftily contriued, ſo: maliciouſly purſued, fo 
 ncarely eftefted,as that the like our tathers fathers 
before vs haueneuer heard of ;z and our childrens 
children atter vs will euer ſpeake of. But conſider. 
it hee hath not ſeconded this his mercy with as | 
| greata mercy, inthar to the end we might notre- 


' well performed, Iam not now to ſpeake of : this I 
lay, that he, whole worke doth here preſent ir 
ſe feto thy view, bath in fulhiling his miniſterie, 
' aimed at thus, and not miſſed his marke : hath ſer 
his heart to procure God ' praiſe from-his audi- 
| tors, for reducingour lite from the gates of death; 
and hath had the hand of God graciouſly vpon | 
him, to furniſh and fit him for this ſo great a 
' Cauſe and ſeruice of God and his Church. In 
| which, what he once did (as his place required) 
| vnto certaine more priuately deliver, that doth 
' henow (as the Churches good requireth)vnto all 
| more pubiike!y ofter. 
| The fubiet doth commend the worke : the | 
' worke doth well beſeeme the ſubiett ; the drift 
and gift of the Author, I aſſure thee, doe moſt 
Gvcctly conſpire to inflame thy minde with a ſa- 
cred heat, and deſire of ioyning thy heart and 


tongue vnto the quire of Saints and Angels in 


that their ſeruice of ſounding Hallelu-14h, Vnto 
_B which 
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| Inke 17.13.15. 


2 Chror.22.25, 
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' needfull it i3 that rhe Prieſts ot the Lord lhould 


call the peop!e to ſackcloth and taiting,ielt other- 
wiſe they ſhould turne to {layin;; of bullocks and 


teaiting ? But tarre ereater need is there, that v p- 


| 


on receiving rare and extraordinary tauours of | 


' God, Moſes and Aaron ſhould direct and pro- | 


' voke [{rael ro true thankeſy;uing, lett otherwiſe 
| they turneto vaine and wanton 10ility. Foras it 
is 4 rarerthing rightly ro weild proſpericie, then 
| patiencly co bexre aduer-1tie 3 {o 131t harder for a 
man after deltucrance to be dutull in rendring 
| thankes and praiſe vnto God, then in danger to 


| beearneſt and inſtant in calling vpon the name of 


' God. Ten lepers as yet vncleanſed, cry all aike 


| loud vnto Chrilt in crauing his helpe : bur being 


| oncecleanſed, of ren but one returnes to giue him | 


| 


| 


| 


 thankes for obtaining their ſuit. P-aro in his di- * 
 {treſſe could ſay, pray to Tehowa for mee © but caſed | 


of his ſmart he would neuer ſay, praiſe the Lord 
; with mee. Hezechias a good and godly King, was 


in his ſicknefſe reſpected, vpon his praying with | 
 deuout humilitic : but after his recouerie, was re- | 


| proued for not rewdring according to the reward be- 
' ſlowed wpon him. 

| Soharditis even for the beſt to giue vnto God 
his rght of g'ory and praile, for the mercies recei- 
ucdat his hands. And yet arethe mercics of God 
no mercies in mercy to wicked and vngratefull 


men ; but truly iudgements, as being meanes of 
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_ heauier 
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| 
| 


withall of ſorer vengeance in time to be powred 
'vpon them : and why ? tor that tew (I tcarc)have 
any whit more departed from linne, elcaping this | 
inlet that was ready to haue leaſed vpon 
vs, becauſe of linne, That therefore it may bea 


— — SI —_— — - 


70 the Reader. 


CCI _— 


Iſraclrhac paſſing through the ſea, ſang with Moſes 
and Miriam triumphantly for their deliuerance 


(>, 


Mmurmurers. The {ſraelircs vnder the ſecond Jero- 
boam prenuailed mighiily againſt thur enemies; 


and yer cuen then ſaith che Prophet, reroyce not, 0 | 


Iſra:l : and why ! they amended not their Idola- 
trie and other {1anes, as the Prophet there alto 
{hewerh. And to many of vs (I doubt) the pub- 
like ivy of our late deliuerance will be privately 
bur wotull gaine : a gaine cf time, forthe defcr-! 
| ring of their puniſhment delerued ; but a gaine 


| 


| 


out of Egypt ; ſhortly after fearefully tell, ouer- | 
throwne oft God in the wilderneſſe : and why? 
they lecing his wonders,learned not to teare him, | 
but thewed themſclues wretched and vngratetull | 


mercy vnto thee to ſee the King in glory,the ſtate 
in ſafetie, the land in profperitte ; a mercy to ft | 
quietly vnder thine owne vine, tocate thy bread | 
with comfort, to lie dewne in ſecuritie, to riſe in 
peace z a mercy to enioy thy goods and lands, the | 
wife and children tht God hath giuen thee ; a | 
mercy to haue libcriic of going vp to the houſe| 
ot God, to haue the Word, the Sacraments, and 
prayer in open aſſ.mblies ; of all which tkou had- 
 deſt Leene deprived, had not the curſed Papiſt of 


bis cruel! purpoſe beene defeared : thar, I ſay, the 
| B 2 fruition 
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fruition of theſe things in a manner recouered by? 
our late delwerance, may be vnto thee mercy, 
no iudgement 3 ſtriue to grow 1n the grace, and | 
to goc torwardin the practiſe of true thanktul- | 


"netle. Which it thou mindeſt, this Treatiſe fol- 
lowing may be a blefled meancs herein to further 


' 
: 
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thee : the argument thereof tending to itirre vp 
vnto this grear durie, ſo generally neglected. Let; 
theretore the matter of this Treat'fc draw thee on | 
ro perule the ſame, and thou {hair tinde in the 


| manner <& the handling, the matter fo plainly 


w-——_— 


opened, lo orderly dilpoled, fo learnedly vttered, | 
ſo pithily, ſo purely, and powertully deliuered, 
that hereafrer the very name of the author ([ 
doubtnot) will giue his workes credit and coun- 
tenance ſufhcient with thee. In aſſurance whereof 


I paſſe thee ouer to reade ouer and, ouer againe 


the bookeir ſe'fe, wiſhing that it may by the grace 
| of the lame fpirit, wherewith it was penned, be| 
vnto thee of that good in the reading ot it, as the 


author intended,andgid with thee in the publith- 
ing of it, 


Thine wholly in him whoſe of 
right thou wholly art, , 


N. W. 
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CREOLE LE DLC COLI 
THE OPINION OF A 


learned Brother touching this 
IatATISE., 


f Mong all the gratulutory Trealiſes 
4 at 1 haus ſeene for our late del:ue- 
Rel race from the bloudy deſienements | 
a 1nd flagitions pradtiſes of the Roma- | 
IR Bn /1i//s, whoſe religion is well marked 
| out by this cozniſance, They eat their | 
God, and kill their King, 1 doe ſpecially commend ' 
nila thy reading (according to mine onder ſtanding | 
and priuate apprehenſion) theſe diuine and right pro- 
fitable Mecitations wpon the 12.4. Pſalme, The frame 
and compoſition whereof us from art and iudg:ment, | 
the dottrmes natural, the proofes pertinent, the appli- | 
cations faithfull ; the ſtile aroueth the authors Skill in , 
the language of Canaan, without all waine and foo- 
tſh affeitation, the common poyſon of this age. | 

Reade and peruſe with prayer and __ and. 
' thou ſhalt finde the truth of my report which I thought | 
000d to ſet downe for thine encouragement, without 
7 preiuaice to other good and commendable endea- 
uours of the fame nature. For m this.caſe better it is | 
0 b:-wray ignorance, then to conceale affettion, being 


well to hold his peace ? 0s 
' But there is an obiettion caſt in th: way, as the dead 


p ment | 


2 aday of good tidings,, and [hail any man doe a z King.7.s, 


body of > Amala, to hinder the paſſage and entertain- | b.afeheo. 
B 
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Cc Luke 18.11, 


* Axzitis di- 
uincly obſcr- 
ved, and (ct 
downe by the, 
hang of a rea- 
die writer ; 

| Bew-ficy emm 

' memoria eſt 


| brew: ſſima ; 


| Keel $o\cv V!!- 


| , 
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| 3X Ag H {Ce 


' is, 
| Pſe/.118 24, 


= Another Epiſtletothe Reader, | 


GTX%- | ct:0ns ay be awakened, and 1;e at the length prous-, 


ment of this Treatiſe, namely that gratulation now 1 | 
| out of date and too wnſeaſonable.the danger is paſt and 
' oone, the wonderment of the Lords mighty worke us 
' outworne, and more then halfe forgotten. 

Alas, u the ſharpe edge ſo ſuddenly mage dull of 
| our ſeeming ioy and thankfulneſſe for that immeduate 


' 


ail his workes !) of ar wnrecouerable downefall of | 
| our preſent and future happineſſe ? hath our retojcing 
beene with the Phariſie m © tongue and counte- 
nance alone? & our deuotion ſo moment any, and oy 
thankfull remembrance as the morning dew, that ſo | 
ſeone the renued memory of our pre acltucrance | 
ſhould become weariſomneſſe unto our ſpirits, there 
being but the watch of a nicht, ana the turning of an | 
hand, betweene ws and ſo deadly at ſoluions ? | 

Certainly Enzland « iuſtly charged with * Iſrael; 
errour, whoſe prayers and praiſes ended {o luone 
as they pail. d the red (ca. 

What cauſe therefore hawe ſuch who defi -e to con-! 
ſent and ubey, and to praile the Lord inthe !and 
ofthe liuing, & be ever ;akm? the cup of ſaluation ! 
| m their hands, and reactly io embrace all freſh ſupplies 
«4 new rem:mbrances wherely ou? Jrarabrimg affe- 


keg to ſet the record of this maruelio.us men cy gnthe 
kalcnder of our hearts for ener ? bot lurelyie 1s the 
day which the Lord lymſelfe hath made. ! 

But I a1 paſi1n? che Lountds of my £7 Pp /e of fct- | 
ing conn: my conceit of the Iremulc: 7:54 onely 
adze this caiical, Sne nomore, ieft a wo: t thing | 
aippen. ] X 5 
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preuention (O the mercies ot our God are aboue , 
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MEDITATTFONS 
on the 124. Pfalme, ſerning 


to excite vs tothankftulneſle for our 
late deliverance 


. 1f the Lord had not beene offgt 
| racl now ſay : 
| 2. If the Lord had not beene v 


— ——— 2 on 


# o = p—_ . « 

— — —_ - 
—_—_— —_ EY 

| EITLIEEa> CR. 5 uS—— —  ———_ ———— > oe nn nn 


— 
— 


men roſe vp againſt vs, | 
3- Theyhad then ſwallowed vs wp quicke, when 
their wrath was kindled againſt ws : | 

| 4. Thenthewaters had drowned ws, the torrent 
| had cone outr our ſoule : 
5- Then had the ſwelling waters gone oucr our 
ſoule. | | 


4a E had no ſooner — occaſion 
; againe (Gracious, Honou-. of our chukng, 
© rable, and well-beloued) to 
#2 this place of our reſt and 
Abode,but my minde imme- 


- REY began to returne 
2 atreth, 


to her formcr medi- 


tationsof that our late, ſo 


mighty and mercifull deliverance ; wherein Gods| 


might 
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Comfortable Meditations 4 


might and mercy ſeemed to ftrive together for 
the preheminence. For we went hence indeed, as 
intoa little kinde of exile, not much vnlike thoſe 
lewes, carrying out precio ſeed,though not with 


weeping eyes, yet wauering mindes, doubttull. 


of theharuett.But I ſaw how we returned (almoſt 
| within the-ſpace of ſo many dayes as they did 


yeares, ſo timely was our haruelt aboue theirs) | 
enen (as the ſeite-ſame Iewes did) with zoy, and 


| bringing our ſheaues full ecred, and ripened withthe 


bloud of thoſe Traitors, as with the latter raine ; | 
yea,with triumph and victorie, as it were dividin g 
the ſpoile,and waſhing our feete in the bloud of our | 
bloudie aduerſaries. We went hence, not much 
vnlike Dauid, who tor teare of vngracious .1bſa-: 
lom was conſtrained to leaue his Teruſalem,yet had 
many faithfull ones cleauing faſt vnto him in that | 
his danger. 
So your Grace, and Hoxors likewiſe, in that ſo-) 
 daine flight,and remouall trom this place of your 
' quiet repoſe, (occaltoned by many vnnaturall 
| Abſaloms, vnhappy ſonnes of Belial) had ſufficient: 
and plentiful proofe uf the faichtull and feruent' 
 affetions, not of ſome particular 7tares and. 
| Huſhaies onely, but euen of this whole Country, 
and thatancient and faraous mother Citie there- 
of, waere (as in another Mahanam) you found (o' 
ate ſhelter and honorab'e harbour all this while. 
Butas inthar your flitting,me thought I ſaw Da- 
wid with his traine, going out of his owne Place 
and Princely Palace ; fy In your returne, the 7e- 
| nerall attendanceof thatwhole worthy and wor- 


{hiptull 


| 
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onthe 124, Pſalme. 


ther, brought to my minde, yea a!moſt repreſen- 


comparing your going out,and the manner there- 
of, with this your comming in againe, I could nor, 
| but in the humble acknoglaitime of Gods 
; outgoing and incomming, renue the remem- 
| brance of that our memorable deliverance ; and 

in the renued remembrance thereof, enter more 
ſeriouſly into the meditation of thoſe duries, 


hands. At our hands, I fay, in more ſpeciall man- 
ner,by how much we are further intereſted in this 
his mercy, then many other of our brethren. For 


powerful] prouidence and prote&tion,both in our | 


which, tor the ſame, the Lord expetteth ar our 


(hipfull locietie, toytully accompanying you hi-| 


ted to mineeye, the ſame Daxzd, in great royaltie,'-z $an.19. 
returning home, after the {laughter of Abſalom. , 
honourably attended ,and ioytully congratulated 
by his ſubiects of all ſorts, ſtriving in a commen- | 
| dable emulation, who {hould goe furtheſt in the 
| declarativn of loue and loyaltie. Whereupon | 


Pſal.121,8. 


this purpoſe I haue choſen, and am now accor- 
; dingly purpoled to interpret this Plalme vnto 
you. The Author is Dawid,that ſweet ſinger of 1/- 
rael, and the Prophet by whom God penned this 
| Blalme. The occaſion in particular is not ſer 
| downes bur ir appeareth, that it was ſome ſpecia|l 
 deliuerance;-as. trom Atſalom., or elle the re- 
' membrance of thoſeqmany deliuerances, both in 
' Davids owne time, and.formerly. For they mult 
| needes be decciued, that make the preſeruation 
| of the Church in the Bebylonicall Captiuitie, 


the occaſion ; ſince this Pfalme was made by 
| C Dawid 


2 SEM.22.1, 
* 


2. Of David: 


compoling this 


Palme. 


Pucrr in hbunc 


Pſalmum, 
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| The generall 


| drift. 
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And diſpoſiti- 
on thercof, 


The ſpeciall 
branching of 
the parts, 
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David many hundred yeeres before that Capti- 
uitie. 


| thanktulneſle tor mercies received. The argu- 
| ment, whereby they inforce themſclues to thank- 


| 


 fulneſſe, is taken from theright ſubiect, ro whom 
| thankeſgiving is due, namely,he that 13 the ſpeci- 
all and onely cauſe of our preferuation. Ir is thus 
| to be framed : He, and he that oncly delivered ws out 


of moſt deadly and deſperate danger s, ts tobe praiſed : 


danger : Ergo, Praiſed be the Lord. | he propoſition 
is to be vnderitood : The aſ/wmp!:0n 15 let downe 
| in the five firſt verſes : And then the concluſion 
in the three laſt. In the aſſumption conlider ; 
x. how it 1s iluſtrated generally, by the certaine 
truth thereof: 1. in thoſe words, may 1/rael now 
ſay; thar is,it is ſo certaine and vndoubred a truth, 
that Iſrael may boldly and confidently averre it, 


| without any ſticking at it : 2.in the _ of 


the ſame words againe in the 2. verſe. 2. The 
| ſhectall parts thereof; whichare two; 1.the deſcrip- 
tion of thoſe dangers wherein they were,in 3 4-5: 
| \cr{es. They are ſer forth in metaphoricallrermes, 


[to be very extreme dangers, like to the dangees | 
; of him that is in the way of a wi de ranenous | 


beaſt, that comes running with. his mouth wide 
ope! ready to deuoure him quicke ; orlike to the 


vpon with ſtrong ſtreames and vio'ent torrents of 
{we'ling waters. And” theſe dangers are ſet out 
(further by the cauſe whence they came, 2. verſe, 


_—. 
—. 


| The Palme is euchariſticall, a profeſſion of 


_ 


— 


The Lord,and the Lord onely delinered 4's out of ſuch 


{ 


| 


dangers of thoſe houſes that are aſſaiied and fer | 
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when men roſe vp againſt ws, and J. verſe, when 
their anger was kinaled againſt 1s. Where theſe 
men andtheir anger are compared to barbarous 
and ſauape beaſts, and their fierceneſſe and furie ; | 
which is Pich, that (without any more adoe) they | 
| {wallow downe quicke the prey they meet with) | 
' yea, to the ſenſeleſſe creatures of fireand water,and 
their violence, that without ail mercy make ha- | 
uocke, not being able to reſtraine themlclues, 
2. The letting downe of the meanes, whereby 
' they eſcaped theſe dangers, 1. and 2. verſes : 1f 
the Lord had not beene on our ſide, (*c. where the 
cauſe is madeto be the helpeand preſenceot God, | 
which is deſcribed by the time, when mes roſe vp 
 a94inſt vs. T hele are the two parts of this aſſump- 
tion : for ſo muchthe very words muſt needs im- 
| port, when it is ſaid, 1f the Lord had not becue on our 
fide, wee had beene ouerthrowne of our enemies ; 
namely, 1. That they were in great danger of de- 
ſtrution. 2. That yer they eſcaped it, becauſe 
: God was on their l1de. 
And this is the reſolution of theaſſumption,the 
antecedent of the enthymeme of this Pla'me : of 
' the conclulion, the cor ſequent ofthe enthymeme, 
how it is to be reſolued, we will ſhew when wee 
' come t9 it. 
To beginthen with the generall illuſtration of 
the aſſumption fromthe certaintie thereof, May 
 1fracl now ſay: Here whey appeareth, that Da- 
: id compoſed this Plalme for the vie of 1/rael, as 
' a forme of thankeſgiuing (which they (hould vic) 


| for their de'iuerance, and therefore the words 
C2 may 
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T he generall 
Uluſtration of 
the aſlumption, 
'rom the cer- 
taintie thereof 


E 


' Whence ariſe 
| thile dourines 


PO I II 
is. 


ed not before, opening the lips betore (hut, in- 


| larging the heart betore {trairened , and abun-. 


 dantly filling and furniſhing both minde and 
| mouth with meditations and w2r9s, that vetore 
' were to {ucke tor both. And yer it euen 1n theſe 
| extraordinary occaſions there may be place tor 
ſer frames 6 prayers, how much more in our 
daily and ordinary occalions, when our du'ncſle 
and (lowneſle being farre _ (as aiſo the ath- 


ſtance of the ſpirit 1s farre leſſer)doth much more 


Comfortable Meditations | 


may be read, Let 1ſrael now ſay. Wherelearne, |. 
i. Thar fet formes of prayer are lawtull, euen' 
 $ ormesof VPOR Extraordinary occalions, when the [piritor 
| prayzc laywtuil. Prayer 18 more eftectuall then at other times, the | 
| very times then teaching them to pray,that pray- 


| 

| 

| | 

| craue the ſuccour and reliete of ſuch like helpes ? 
| I note this againtt thoſe fanaticall ſpirirs,thar pre- 
| | (uming, I know not vpon what preſence of the 
| ſpirit, would cry downeall manner of {er tormes 


' of prayer, both in publixe and _ vic ; yet 
Burow. = | fo, that careis to be had of thoſe which compole 


| formes ot prayer for others vie, that they be 
ſuch as may delerue this tit'e to be pretixed, May 
2 Iſrael ſay. 2. That wee muſt by all good meancs 
\eworreof | labour to preſerue the memory of Gods great 
OY -y and glorious workes, either of tudgemene ypon| 
| be mar-raiacd. | DIS enemies, or mercy towards the @harch. For | 
this was the reaſon that Dazed ſet himſelfe on 

worke in penning this Plalme, thar-it might be 
1a memoriallcuen to all generations of the many 
delmerances of [ſrael.* And for the better fur- 


thering of- this his purpole, beſides his -_ 
ne IS of 
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| 


| of it, he cals vpon them to vſe it, being penned, 
| Let Iſrael ſay. For oftentimes many worthy me- 
' morials and monuments (through the negli- 
' genceof men) grow out of vie and requeſt, and 


' become a prey tothe moths, and to ruſt, as the 
 booke ot Moſes in Jofias time found hid in a 
'nooke of the Temple. Hence it was that in times 
palt the holy Fathers would not let {lip any 
memorable att of Gods prouidence, without ſer- 
ting ſome ſpeciall marke and Memento vpon it, 
whereby it might continue frelh in their me- 
E mories, yca and ot ſucceeding generations after 
them. That valley wherein Jehoſhaphats aduerſa- 
' ries wereouerthrowne, was called Beracah, that 


is, the 5 th bleſſing, that that valley might 


— 


To no ſooner bee named, but that famous ouer- 
7 |throwofthole proud aduerſaries might preſently | 
« preſent it ſelte vnto their mindes and memories : 
2 'tor the very ſeite-lame cauſe did 7acob call the 
be name of that place where God appeared vnto | 
* | him, Bethel, though before it was called Zsz : 


and Dauid the place where 7/224 was ſinitten, 
| Perez-V2z4 : and Abrahams the place where 7 aac 
' was deliuered from the bloudy knife that was 
entring into his throat, Jehoxab-yreh. And di-| 
uers{uch like examples there are of places recei- | 
uing theirdenomination from the ſtrange workes | 
of God done in them, that ſo by this meanes, in | 
the very name, the workes of God might the | 
more eaſily be carried}and conueyed vmto the 

memories euen of following generations. Hence 

likewiſe it was, that the _—_ 
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Verſ. 40. 


Efter 9 11.22, 
26. 


t.M ach. 59s 


Hebr.12.1. 


rebels were commanded to be taken out of the 
burning, that broad plates for a couering of the 
Altar might be made of them. I o no other end, 


then that it might be a remembrance of that re- 


' markable iudgement of lire vpon Corb and his 


| complices. The like care of deliuering that famous 
deiiuerance of the lewes out of Hamans- hands: 


decay to appoint the dayes of their deliverancerto ! 
be foulemnized as ho!1dayes, yea and to be called 


by the name of Purim, that the very name might 


| 
| 


trom forgerfulneſſe, was that which moued Moy- 


bring ro their mindes the deuilliſh deuice of Ha- 
man,un caſting of iors tor their deſtruction. \V here! 
(by the way) let it be marked, that it thoſe [ewes | 
{tucke not to celebrate the memory of that their 
victorious deliverance, which could not but be 
very odious and diſtaſtefull ro the Peritans, of 
whom they had {laine many, and amongſt whom 
they lined as ſoiourners and cx1.es ; what a ſhame 
then mult it be for vs, that liue as free men in our 
owne Country, and as Lords ouer our enemies 
amongſt vs, it wee [hail betound (low and {lacke | 
Tt honour the like worke of God with the like 
 memoriall? To theſe examples may beadded that 
lolemne anniuerſary feaſt ofthe dedi-arion of the j 
Temple, in remembrance of the mighty and mi- 
raculousdeituerance thereof our of the hands of 
vlurping and polluting tyrants, by 1#das Macha- 
bers. Theſe and many other ſuch like examples 
(whereof the Scriptureisfo plentifu!!) being as it 
were 4 cloud of wiineſſes, ought to-be of ſpecial} 
ok to vs at this day, who haue receiued a deliue- 
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' rance that may ſceme to obſcure all other deliue- 


' rances that wcre before. And God loueth to haue 
his latelt mercies not thelaſt in our remembrance. |latcſt, when 


' Nay, ſo would he hauehis lateſt mercies remem- | 
bred,that he himſe.te will take his ſtile from them, | 


as, after the [ſraelites departure trom Egypt, 
Gods ſtile was this, The Lord God that brought thee 
' out of the Land of gypt. But afterward vpon the 
accelile ot another as mighty and memorable de- 
l.ucrance, that ſhile was Changed : The day u come 
( faith the Lord) that they ſhall no more ſay, the Lord 
lueth that brought wp the children of 1ſrael out of the 


land of «Egypt ; but, the Lord lineth, which brought 


' them: out of the land of the North, &yc. It then be- 


fore, Gods {tile among vs in England were this, 
The Lord that confounded the mumcable Nawie of the | 
Spaniards ; the date thereot is now expired, and 
the dayes are come whercin it {hall be ſaid no lon- 

ger, The Lord the vanquiſher of the inuincible Arma- 


do ; but, the Lord the contounder of the treaſona- 
| ble practiſe by gun-powder to deſtroy the Parlia- 
| . ; 

' ment, and after the who'e Kingdome. A vittorie 
 deſeruing the erection of cternalil Trophees,to be 
' written not onely in bookes, but aiſo in all our 
| hearts, with a pen of iron, and point of diamond, with 
| inoniiges indeleble. For the which both Gods 


on vs, That as there 


[nize the memo 


D 


glory, and his enemics conui71on, our awne preſent, 
and poſteritzes tuturegood, doe carneftly call vp- 


many, wo (in imitation 


of Dauid) by their writings haue labourcd to eter- 
of this renowned worke of 


God: ſoa!l of vs might doethe like, by tradition 


of 


: 
, 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Specially ofthe 


they may come 
pare with any 
of the former, 
ſuch as is our 
late deliue. 
rance, 

Exod ,20.23+ 


ler.2 3-7.8, 


ler.17.1, 
And that for 
theſe 4.rca- 
ſons, 
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= of lively voice, the father to the childe, and thoſe | 


| children to their children, ſuccethuely declaring 
| it, and fo propagating and perpetuating the me- 
| mory thereof toall polteritics. 

' Firſt, Gods glory, no lelle, nay much more, 
| craueththis at our hands, then the deſert of a 
victorious Generall doth the erection of a Tro- 
phee and monument of the victory. Whar, (hall 
thoſe heathen Emperours be ſo honoured, and 
ſhall not God, who indeed is 4 may of warre, and 
who alone, with his owne right hand, and not (as 
they) with the helpe of any aide of ſouldiers, get- 
teth himſelfe the viRory z {hall not he (I ſay) be 
much more honoured with eternall monuments 
of his power and proweſle ? And ſhall workes 
mechanicall (in which is any ſpeciall artifice and 


the beholder, teeding it ſelte with the ſight there- 
of; and ſhall not our eyes much moregiue witneſſe 
to Gods ſtrange and admirable (and yet withall 
amiable) workes ? And ſhall it bean indignitie to 
a skiltull workeman, hauing brought ro perfeRi- 
(on ſome rare and precious worke, if no body 
| would daine the caſting of their eyes vpon it!how 
much more then to God,if his maruel:;ous workes 
{o full of wiſedome and power, thall nor-with a 


of vs all, attentinely and with obſeruation to take 
a through view of them Eſpecially ſince God 
himſelte hath cal ed vs hereunto, wc inuiteth vs 
onto this ſo goodly a ſight, Plalme 66.5. Come, 
| and behold the workes of God : be & terrible in hu 


——_—— 


 workemanſhip) be graced with the wiſhly eye of 


| magneticall attradtion, draw towards them the eyes: 


= _____ doings 


— 


| 


| 


| 


tm 
— 


| 


| 


| which doth not preſently (at the firſt 


——_— 
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onthe 12.4. Pſalme. 
doings towards the ſonnes of men. Plalm.1 11. Many 
high ſtiles are there ſet vpon the workes of God, 
 thar they are great, glorious, wonderfull, beautifull, 
and therefore to be ſought out of all them that loue 
' them, Though God ſhould hold his peace, . and 


give no ſuch glorious titles vato his workes, yet 
| they themſelues call vs vnto themſclues, and bid 


| vscome and behold their beautie ; yea, though | 


' they themſelves were lilent, this their beautic | 


| ſpeaketh. For there isnotany (no not of the leaſt | 


' or loweſt) of Gods ordinary and wy workes, | 
tght) ſhew | 
both the workeman, and the excellency of his 


| workemanſ{hip. How much more then his ſpeciall | 


and _— workes, which haucin them (0 
n 


vine might and maieſtic ? Plalme 9.16. The Lord 


 grope him with the hang, 1n theſe his ſo wiſe and 


lively markes and exprefle charatters of that di- 


u knowne by executing iudgement : the wicked is [ne 
red im the ar 1 Aus. hands. Hence the Plal- 
miſt ſpeaking ot the ſtrange workesof Godwwhich 
his anceſtors had ſeene, calleth them the goings of 
God ; They haue ſcene, O God, thy goings. Now 
looke how byGeing the print of a mans foot, we 
conceiue preſently that fuch a creature hath been 
ia that place ; ſo when wee ſee theſe admirable 
workes of God, we cannot but acknowledge his 
prouidenceand cry out,theskiltull finger of God, 
ſurely God hath beene here. So that a man may euen 
trace God, and (as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh) euen 


worthy workes. .; |, 1, Le 5 
- And henceariſeth the ſegond inducement and 
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invitation vnto the ſerious conlideration and 


conſeruation of theſe ſpeciail workes of God in 
our memories; namely, that herei'vy the wicked 
| may be conuitted,and the mouth of iniquitie (topped, 
| Pſal.107.42. For whereas when God held his 
| arme till in his boſome, they were not afraid, blal- 
| phemoully to aske , where & now their God ? in 
| theſe powerfull workes, God (plucking our his 
| hand, and wounding the hairie pate of his Chur- 
 ches enemies) anſ{wereth them to the tuil, ſaying, 
| hereis that God whom you asked tor, here he ts, 
' making his arrowes drunke with the bloud, and hu 
| ſword eating the fliſh of his foes. Then are they 
| hulhed prefently, and forced to ſay with thoſe 
heathen, The Lord hath done great things for them. 
with thoſe magicians, the finger of God 3 and with 
thofe, Plal.58. 11. Yerily there & fruit for the righ- 
teors : dowbileſſe there is a God that twageth the earth. 


| Sotrue is that of the Pla-miſt; how terrible art thou 
in thy workes ? through the greatneſſe of thy power | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| (namely,witneſſed in thy workes) ſhall thy enemies 


be in ſubtection wnto thee. That then wee may be 


ableto contute and confound the barking and 
| ſnarling Atheiſt', and other aduerſaries of the 
Church, it is neceſſary that our memorics ſhould 
be rich treaſuries and !tore-houſes. in which theſe 
excellent workes of God may bepreferned. 
| Specnlly as (belides this gomrition of our ad- 


uverfaries) we (hail by the fame means benefit our | 


ſclues,furth-ring and fortifying our faith, feeding 
our hope, and nourilhing & increaſing thar ſpiri- 
tuall ioy which we hauein God,Pſ.58.10.107.42. 


ts... 


But 


| 


| 


I 


_ Ws : . 
= 4-13 
pet EI +2 be 


 onborne may riſe op and tell it to their children. 
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and which wasan eye-witneſfe of them. Happily 


| But if our owne benefit preuaile not with vs, 
yet atleaſt the reſpe&tot the good of the polteritie 


| 


ater vs, For it may fo fallout, that future genera- 
' tions may make greater vie of Gods judgements, 
then thar preſent age which they moſt concerned, 


becauſe the preſent beholders ſtand amazed and 


altonied at the greatneſle of them, and lo haue | 
'not their mindes ſo free, rightly to iudge and | 


make vſe of them, as the poſteritie may haue. O | 
then let vs not be iniurious to our poſteritie,let vs | 
notdetraud them of fo richa treaſure as the know- | 
ledge of this late valiant exploit of the Lord : | 
though we be regardleſle of our ſelues, yer let vs | 
haue ſome care of thoſe that ſhall riſe vpafter vs, 

paſhing ouer this ſo noble and notable a:worke of 
God in the bett manner vnto them, as wee are 


commanded, Pſal.98.6. thart lo the children as yet 


But 1t may here be asked, when: Dawid herc 
wiſhed 1ſraelto take vp the words of rhis Plalme, 
thereby to maintaine the memory of their deliue- 
rances; what 1/raelit is that he meaneth ? for all 
are not Iſrael that are of 1ſrael. An}. There is a two- 
fold 1/rael : thepure [ſraclite, void of gwile, as it is | 


of God:and the baſe and formall Ifraclite of S. Paul, | 


Pſal.78 6, 


Lueſt. 


Rom. 9.6. 
An(w. 
Pſal.72.1, 


exemplified in Nathayiel, which is called the 1/rael - bn. 


2 71.7.5. 


—< 


Poſterincs 


good, 


that hath nothing but the forme and outward ta-| udgawor, 


D'3 life | 


(hion of religion ; the outward Jew, that hath no- «*/4@ve, 
thing to ſhew for the approuing of his 1/rael;- | /ormany may 
| wen. Swid, 


 tiſme, but circumciſion in the fleth, and the vizar | z,,,,, ,x. 
of outward profeſhon :-bur as for the power and | 


———— 


ww —— ._— — 


———_ 
g 


c___— 


I4 | " Comfortable Meditations 


Rewel.32.1 5. 
| 
: Pal.50.16. 
' Pſal .54-4- 


| Wicked men 
' may thanre, 
| the gedily for 
' then dejirie» 
| TaN C2. 


Ger.14.12.16, 


| Iob 22.30. 


| 
AT27.24- 


Dot. 3. | 


life of godimeſle, that he hath denied. And there. | 
fore howſocuer in outward protetſhon he be with- | 
in, yet by his workes hee theweth himſelte to be 
' one of thoſe that are without 3 euen a ſtranger and | 

alien from God and his covenants. As Dawid in 
this regard is not afraid to call the Zi 
 gers, though otherwiſe [{raelites by 
the Prophet here meaneth the tormer 1lrachite : | 
for the other Iſraelite thould lie in ſaying that 
| God was on his {ide, and that his helpe ſtood in 
 thenameof the Lord : both which Dawid here in- 
 toyneth his 1/rael to fay. So then here it appeareth, 
that the caule of thele deliuerances was Gods be- 
'ingon the fide of the right J/raet : and yertthe 
other 1{rael, 1ſrael in name onely, and according to 
| carpal and nominal Iſrael, partaked with 
' the true J/rael in theſe deliuerances, 

Where we are occaltoned to conſider how be- 
neticiall the godlies preſence and conuerſement is 
vnto the wicked, notwithſtanding that-grcar hurt | 

which they ſuſtaine both by them and tor them. | 
For the Sodomites ſake Zot was carried captive z 
that wasall thegood hee got by being among 
them:: but for Zets lake the- captiued Sodomites | 
were reſcuedana reſtored. Thus doth God gratt | 
fe his children with the preſeruation of the wic- | 

' ked that conuerſe among them : as Pawl, with 
the grant of the lives of thoſe infide!s that werein 
the [hip with him ; and here the 1/7ael of God | 
with the fafetie of the baſe 7/7ael, th 
 milcuou{\} & contuledly ſcattered among them. 
Let then the wicked ſee how much they! 


are| 


hims ſtran-. 
irth. Now. 


J 
at were pro- 


| 


| 


| 


nn In On 
I At 


are are beholding to the godly, and © (for ſhame) 


| Jearne to make more ot them. That thou, apro- | 
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' phane wretch, diddeſt eſcapexthe Jare danger of 
that bloudy reaſon, whence wasit ? becauſe God | 
was on thy l1de ? nothing lefle : but becaule hee | 

was on the [ide of his owne 1/rael, whole prayers 

and humiliations he reſpected. Therefore, thou | 
being in this good company, fareſt the better,and 
{harett with them in this blefſing, And yet (for all 
this) wilt thou not giue ouer that iokrad ſpight 
and malice againſt this 1/7ael ? doſt thou not ſee 
that in ſtriving to root out this 1/74el, thou ftriueſt 
[againlt thine owne good, and fo art not thine 
 owne friend ? For this Iſracl whom thou hateſt, 

is thy onely (bield and ſhelter againſt the tempeſt 
of Gods 1udgement ; which being once taken 
away, thou art laid wide open to the violence of 
'the winde and weather. Be not fo fooliſh then as 


the Stagge in the Embleme, which by biting the | 


boughes of the tree, vnder the which thee lay hid | 


from the hounds and hunters, bewrayed and be- | 


| 
' 


| 


trayed her eife into their hands. And thus much. 

tor the general authority of the antecedent of this , Two (peciall 

argument : let vs now come to the ſpeciall parts. 
\Whereof the firſt is concerning thoſe great | The frftcon- 

dangers they were in, even of a w 

forth in borrowed termes, of being ſwallowed vp. —_ 

quicke, of hauing the waters paſſe ouer them,&c.  Doc7r. 
Where we may obſcrue the ſtate of the Church | The Church, 


| whileſt in her 
progreſſe and 
earth ; hel that (by reaſon of the great loue| pilgrimage, | 


(he 1 15 {u biet D the great enuy and _ 0 __ 
you D 3 _ enmitie 7 


and Iſrael of God, whileſt it is a pilgrime here on 


of God to he 


| parrs of the 
; aſſumption. 


ubuerſion,ſer | <*r5ing their 
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Iſay 54-11. 
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| enmitie of man, As 7acobs ſpeciall and extraordi- 
| nary loue towards 7oſeph, as his darling, procured 
him the deadly hatredand ſpighttull enuy of the | 
| reſt of his brethren. Hence it 1s that the Church 
| on earth i3 called the Church militant, becaule of 
thoſe many cruell and crafty aduerſaries which 
the is to conflid withall. T heretorealſo likened 
to a {hip toſſed with tempelt on the ſea; to a vine-| | 
yard, into which the wilde Boares of the forreſt i 
mike inuaſton,rooting and eating it vp. And thus : 
God will haue it to be, that by this meanes wee | 3 
may haue experience of fairh, hope, patience, and | 
many other graces on our parts ; and of power 
and mercy on Gods part.And alſo,that there may 
| be kindled in vs a longing dellreatrer the future: 
happineſle ot the Church triumphant in heauen. | 

If then either the Church in generall, or any 
particular members thereof meet with ſuch croſle 
triends, weare not to thinke it ſtrange, knowing 
[ittsthe lotand portion of Jacob thus to be yoked. 
' Let vs then content our ſelues with this our con- 
dition as long as we are here. To delire treedome| X 
from a.l the oppolitions of enemies on earth, is to] 
deſire that the Church might triumph on earth, | # 


ORE 
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beforeit comeinto the heauens, and (o receive | 
thegariand betorcthe race be run, the crowne be- | oy 
tore that good fight be fought. Nay, todelire | | 
| this, is to defire a paritie betwixt earth and hea- 
ven; andthat the Church warring on earth might 
be checke-mate to the Church-triumphing in 
 heauen, whoſe peculiaritie it is to be freed from | 


all d ſturbance and diſtration by aduerſary 


— 
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| power; which Chriſt Jeſus ſhall then fo vtrer ſ 2 coma 
 qualh and quaiie, that his Churches enemies ſhall 
become hu footſtoole, inagement ſhall be brought forth | 7/41.110.1, 
into widtoryand not the leaſt ſound of any contra-. 
diction any longer to be heard. = | 
Theſe dangers are ſer torth (as wee ſhewed in | The deſcripti- | 
the beginning) by the cauſes of them, in thoſe | _—_— _ 
words, when men roſe wp againſt vs ; and, when | thecauſes 
ther wrath was kindled againſt ws. | hence. 
It may ſeeme ſtrange that theſe wicked and 
wretched enemies, monſters rather then men, ' 
{hould berhus moderately ſpoken of,and haue no | 
other name, then this of men, giuen them ; which 
ot all others they leaſt hh as having in them | 
nothing of man but outward ſhew and {hape, be- 


Matth.1 2.0. 


' 


| 


| ing rather beaſts, yea, deuils in the forme and fa- | 


{hion of men, then right men. But hereby the 

Church would thew, that thee did leaue the fur- 
ther cenſuring of them vnto God their righteous | 
1 udpe; and would alſo further amplitie their wic- 
' kedneſle, who being men, did yer in their deſires 
and diſpoſitions bewray a more then beaſtly im- 
 manitie and inhumanitie. | 


' 


. . . | DoF. | . 
In the deſcription of theſe men and their anger, c,ncrning 


by the fury of wilde beaſts, fire and water, wee che cxceſſie 
learne of how bloudy, boiſterous and barbarous 7M. _—_ 
natures theenemies of the Church are : no mad ' gf the wicked, | 


- , c . | beyond that 
beaſt of the forreſt lo mg, {o rauenous as they 7 onkich is 


ſo farre doe they exceed them in this kinde. For |..q,, becauſe 


whereas the crueltie of ſome beafts is onely vpon |. le ſpareth 
. = . G [ p a 
vin men, and not vpon their dead corps z this 3 nn. 


| crueltie of Sions enemies extendethit ſelte enen as in cadavers, | 
' | 


bets. the | 
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Gen.37.4 
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"| Enmitie of man, As 7acobs ſpeciall and extraordi- 
| nary loue towards Toſeph, as his darling, procured 


| 


| reſt of his brethren. 


Iſay 54-11. 


Pſal.30.I 3. 


Vſe. 


particular members thereof meet with ſuch croſle 
triends, we are not to thinke it ſtrange, knowing 
| ittsthe lot and portion of 7acob thus to be yoked. 

' Ler vs then content ourſelues with this our con- 
| dition as long as we are here. To deſire treedome 
from a] the oppolitions of enemies on earth, is to 


before it come into the heauens, and fo receive 


| 2Tim.478. thegariand betorcthe race be run,the crowne be- 


| this, is to delire a paritie betwixt earth:and hea- 
ven; and that the Church warring on earth might 
| be checke-mate to the Church triumphing in 
| beauen, whoſe peculiaritie it is to be freed from 


| 
| 
} all d ſturbance and diſtraction by aduerſary 
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| him the deadly hatredand ſpighttull enuy of the! 
Hence it 1s that the Church 
| on earth i3 called the Church militant, becaule of 
| thoſe many cruell and crafty aduerſaries which 
ſhe is to conflit with]. T heretoreallo likened F 
to a {hip toſſed with rempelt on the ſea; to a vine-| 4 

yard, into which the wilde Boares of the forreſt. 
make inuaſton,rooting and eating it vp. And thus: 
God will haue it to be, that by this mieanes wee | 
may haue experience of faith, hope, patience, and | 
many other graces on our purts ; and of power: 
and mercy on Gods part. And alſo,that there may 
| be kindled in vs a longing deltreatrer the future 
happineſle ot the Church triumphant in heauen. | 
If then either the Church in generall, or any | 


| deſire that the Church might triumph on earth, 


, 


| 
| 
| 


fore that good fight be fought. Nay, to delire | 


4 Ss *%.{* . gt. a , . , 

Rs Tg OY ITT Dy 
_ &e>* MW. *# * & x # bo  , LA »%. W þ < o% Ribas 
Ns ne ee 


pr Raps %_ je” - 2» * , > 45 5% 5 OS, a> #2 
on Tre onaiks; DREFAE -s ' 


Os 4 $5 


CO "7 _ - c 2 
- F PL irs” 5 3 Y” A *7+4 At 
oo tt ot 3 ALI op 


4. % 
» © - 


Th « 


: LL» 
Py $2 
* 4%; 
_ 
2 
| x 
9% 
3 
T7} 
Ro 
_ 
4 
2% 

oh = 


$67... 


__ WOO: OOO OOMUF$n£$gy Ss Oe 
; 


| onthe 12.4. Pſalme. 


| power; which Chriſt 1eſws ſhall then fo vtterly 
' qua{h and quaile, that his Churches enemies ſhall 
become his footſtoole, indgement ſhall be brought forth | >/41.110.1, 

into wittory,and not the leaſt ſound of any contra- | ,,,.12.10. 
diction any longer to be heard. | 


Theſe dangers are ſer torth (as wee ſhewed in | The deſcripti- 


the beginning) by the cauſes of them, in thoſe — _ 
words, when men roſe wp againſt vs ; and, when , the cauſes 
their wrath was kindled againſt ws. | whence, 
It may ſceme ſtrange that theſe wicked and 
wretched enemies, monſters rather then men, 
{hould bethus moderately ſpoken of,and haue no | 
other name, then this ot men, giuen them ; which 
ot all others they leaſt khan as hauing in them| 
nothing of man but outward ſkew and ſhape, be-| 
[ing rather beaſts, yea, deuils in the forme and fa- | 
{hion of men, then right men. But hereby the 
Church would ſhew, that thee did leaue the fur- 
ther cenſuring of them vnto God their righteous | 
' Tudge; and would alſo further amplitie their wic- | 
 kedneſſe, who being men, did yer in their deſires ' 
and diſpolitions bewray a more then beaſtly im- | 
 manitieand inhumanitie. | Do&. x. 
| Inthedeſcription oftheſe men and their anger, cnn 
by the fury of wilde beaſts, fire and water, wee | the cxceffiue 
\—_ of how bloudy, boiſterous and barbarous 794 "YPeibo- 
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1Cor.15.24.28, 
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| Iicall crueltic 
natures the enemies of the Church are : no mad oF the wicked, 


beaſt of the forreſt ſo raging, ſo rauenous as they; | kr mir 
ſo farre doe they exceed them in this kinde. For |y..g,, becauſe 


| 
VPON |. It ſpareth 
P | nn? the dead. 
| | : Prſs non ſeawiunt 
ieof Sions enemies extenderthit ſelte enen as in cadanera. 
the | 


whereas the crueltie of ſome beaſts is onely vpoi 
living men, andnot vpon their dead corps ; this 
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Pſal.79.2. 


2. It prono» 
keth and de- 
lighteth it ſelfe 
in the crucltie 
ofthe beaſts. 


Dan.6, 


2. It rsa gene 
ratiuc. 


4. An vnpeace. 
able crueltie. 
Leon tantum 

ex feruclementia 
in ſupplices, pro- 
ſiraty parcit, 
Pisbhift 8, 
Gen.ty 16, 
Pros. 12.10, 


be: the kindneſſe of her friends doth, Ruth 2.20. both 


| 


| beaſts thatare, b 


Comfortable Meditations 


to the livingand to the dead, Plalm.79. The deed 
bodies of thy ſeruants hawe they giuen ts be meat ts the 


fowles ofthe heauen, and the fleſh of thy Saints to the 


crueltie ; and the beaſts would be letle cruel], if 


light in the crueltie of beaſts, againſt the ſervants 
of God, oftentimes ſetting them on vpon rhem 
as their prey, (which was the viuall death ot many 
Chriſtians in the Primitive Church, appointed 


{hew, that they are more cruel! then the bealts 
themſelues. For the ſauage beaft is content to bee 
cruell himſclfe, and hath not (as theſe men haue) 
belides his owne natural and in-borne crueltic, a 
pg and ſeminall crueltie, whereby he ma- 

eth others like cruell with himſelfe. Of this cru- 
eltie, ſo farre ſurpaſſing that which is in beaſts, 


Fax in Mrty- | Wickffes bones, Bucer and Phagims their dead bo- 
ro "7. 


dies, ſome yea before martyred by the Papiſts in 
the tire, long after their buriall, are famous and 
noble witneſſes. = whereas the fiercelt 


ted and appeaſed ; fo deadly and irreconciliable 
is the enmitie of the ſeede of -the Serpent againſt the 
ſeede of the womas, that nothing can aſfwage the 
lame. Whereupon Salomon ſaith, that the mercies 


( 


| of the wicked are cruel. Hence therefore it is, that 
EEG ERP the; 
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beaſts of the earth. Where we lee, that the beaſts 


crueltie is oftentimes ſet on worke by theſe mens 


alſo for Daniel by his enemies)doe thereby plainly! 


ſubmiſſion have beene miti + 


theſe cruell aduerſaries would let them alone, and || 
offered not fit matter to feed,and occalion to pro.| |! 
uoke their crueltic. The wicked then taking de-! | 
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' the wicked are not onely compared, for their 
| bloudy and butcherous mindes, vnto the wilde 
' beaſts, as Vnicornes, Serpents, Dragons, Aſpes, 
Bulls, Boares, Beaxes, Leuiathans, Leopards, Li- 
ons ; and haue their hornes, tuskes, tecth, talants, ' 
 poylon,pawes,mouthes, mawes, and iawes giuen 
vnto them : but becauſe they goe beyond (as wee | 
{aid) all cheſe, they are here alſo compared to the 


| 
| 


ſcnleleſſe creatures of fire and water, To the fire 


inthe third verſe, when their wrath was kindled | 
againſt ws : to water in the 4.and 5. verſes, becaule | 
| nothing 1s ſo mercileſle as fire and water, they do-. 
ing that which _ doe, naturally, and ſo necel- 
 farily, not being able to doe otherwiſe. The hre 
cannot of ir ſelte make an end of burning, till the 
' Matter ir feederh vpon be wholly conſumed : it is 
one of thoſe foure, which lay notzt is enough. Nei- 
ther can the violent Rireame of water ſtay or ſtint 
| it ſelfe, or lay vnto it ſelte that which God faith, 
' Thus farre flak thow goe, and no further. $0 is it 
' with theſe wicked ones, that haue made them- 


' is turned into another nature in them : they have 
 ſolong bathed and ſoaked themſelues in bloud, 
that they are now throughly habituated and radi- 
cated in crueltie, being no more able to change 
' thistheir red-skinne ied in bloud, then the Blacka- 
' moore is to change that his blacke skinne. Hence it 
is that Danid (as ſomethinke) called Saul Cu/ht, 
| which ſignjfieth an <£thvopien,to thew,that his in- 
| ueterate hatred being naturalized in him, was be- 
' come as vnchangeable as the «£:hropizns hide. 
| E Nay, | 
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' Nay, the more they drinke of bloud, the more 
they thirſt after it, like the droplie man. Henceit 
1s that their throar is compared to an oper ſepul. 
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chre, whoſe voice is, giue, gine, and can neuer be 
ſatisfied, no more then the barren wombe. Wee 
need not goe tarre tor exampies to proue this; we 
need not to repeat things of tormer times, as the 


-perlecution in Queene AMarzes daycs, the Parilten 
P 


maſſacre, the Spaniſh nauie, and theintinite and 


 exqui:ite tortures therein prepared tor vs. This 
late example, trelheſt in our memories, and pur- 


ting downe all the former in crueltie, is ſuthcient, 
For whcreas in other attempts, wee onely thould 
haue taſted of their vnnaturall mercileſneſle ; in 


this laſt, not onely wee (whom they count their | 


enemies) butalſo(rogether with our ſelues) many 
of their owne friends and fiuourers ſhould haue 
| beeneblowne vp : wherein they ſhewed them- 


| 


ſelues worſe then beaſts;hauing no reſpe& of thoſe 


of their owne kinde, and ſo ſhcwed themlelues 
right Herodians, naturall ſonnes of that old but- 
cher Herod, who is reported in that Beth!emiticall 


matſlacre, for the making of all fure, not to haue 


ſpared his owne ſonne: which as it gaue occaſion 


to Auruſi us to ſay, it was better to be Herods ſwine 
then ſonne; ſothis praCtiſe of the Papiſts may alike 


occation vsro ſay, that itis better to be the Popes 
beaſt then barne, dozge then darling. And whereas 


in other treaſons the Lords annointed was onely 
aimed at ; here alſo the very flower of the chictelt 


and choileſt of the whole land ſhould haue beene 


cut oft in a moment, at one blow. As though it 


ad | 


i EY 


_— ——— —— — ——— — i. 


__——_ — 


— — -— — ——-> — —— 


— 


7 


| 


on the 124. P[alme. | 31 


had not beene puniſhment enough for the whole 
body vo be made headleſle, vnletle (for teare q 
might get ſome new head againe afterward, and | 
{0 reuiue) by their mangling and martyring ot. 
| the ſeuerall parts, it were allo made memberleſſe. 
| So true in them {hould that of Salomon haue 
| beene, A ſtones heauy, and the ſand waighty ; but a | Prov 27.3. 
' fooles wrath « heawter then both. And it i better to | provwary 11. 
meet a Beare robbed of her whelpes, then a foole in by | 
| a4nzer. | 
| Thevſe ofthis dotrine, concerning the cruel- Ye 2. 
tie of the wicked, is two-fold. Firſt,when we haue | 
experience thereof, it muſt teach vs, not ouer-| 
much to wonder thereat : for they doe not other 
thea is their kinde. In the integritieot nature,man | 
indeed was a God vnto man ; but now,in this cor- | Heme hewins 
rupt and degenerate nature, man is become a | ye, 
Wolfe vnto man ; and what maruell is it to ſee | :»ym 
; Wolues deuouring ſheepe ? Sothen it is no mar- | 
 uell to ſee wicked men breaking out into ſuch ex- | 
tremitie and outrageot madneſle ; nay,it werea 
maruell on the other {ide if they ſhould not doe 
ſo : as it were a great marueil if a Wolte ſhould 
be in the locke among the [heepe, without doing | 
of harme. Iris a wonder then, that there being jo | 
' many Wolues and Lions, that is, men of lionith | 
and woluith diſpolitions, there 1s no more hurt 
done then is : the cauſe whereof is not in the Li- 
ons, or Wolues, whoſe teeth water after their 
' prey, being in their eye-l1ght continually; butthe 
' curbing and reſtraining power of God, that 
 chaines them, and confines them within their li- 
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| 1 ets mits, and ſo will not ſuffer them to run out vnto' 
| | that violence that their own nature head-ſtrongly 
carrieth them vnto. Secondly, this mult caule vs. 
| ro ſubmit our ſelues meckely and quietly, yea ioy- | 
w' || | fully and thankfully, to thoſe correttions which | 
Gods owne hand immediately inflicteth vpon vs, 
2509,:4-14, Yea, andto pray with Dawia, that we may rather | 
| tall into the hands of God, then of man, becaufe| 
| ' (as the ſame Daxid addeth) there is great mercy ® 


' with God, euen in his very corrections, For in hy f y: 
' Habac.z.z | anger (as the Prophet ſpeakerh) hre remembreth| 2 
mercy, which maketh him to corrett vs (as it isin| 2 
1.10.24, | Jeremies prayer) with zwdgement, and notin fury,| 7 
| ' that is, with wiſedome, and diſcretion,and mode-| | : 
| ' ration,proportioning his corre&tions to our weak-| | * 
|  nefle, and ſeeking our good in and by them. But| *.* 
| if we be giuen ouer into the hands of the wicked, | © 

there is no mercy to be found at their hands, noi + 7 


moderation to be expetted: there will e no hoe : 
with them,tili they haue made a tinall diſpatch of | 


vs,no more then there is with the fire, which will| 

not goe out,tillthe combuſtible matter be wholly | * 

i waited. They can never finde in their hearts ro! * 

(if lay that to themſelues, which God did to his de-| 33 

{ | | ſtroying Angeli, when he was ready to haue {mit-| 

[ff 2 $#9.24.16, tenerulalemwith the peſtilence, it @ enough, put] i 

(i wp thy ſword ; or thatwhich was ſpoken to 4bra-, 

jl { Gmrriz. Pamreadyto ftrike his fonne, ſtay thy hand. Nay, 

{\! | wee may not looke for that fauour at their hands | i 

11/8 ; that theeues and robbers by night vſe to ſhew,| | 

I who gie ouer ſtealing when they haue enough, 
| | ,andleaue ſomething behinderhem, as the grape- 
" ESE | = 7 atherers| 
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oatherers alſo doe ſome grapes, Obad.5. No, here- 


and inundation of waters, that carrieth downe 
and [weepeth away wiatſoeuer i31n its way, de-. 


in they doe ſhew themlelues like to this torrent, 


molithing and ouer-turning bridges and houſes, 
cuen with the very foundations thereof, Thus, 
was it with thoſe Edomites, who at the deſtrution 
of Terultlem cried amaine, raze it, ra2 it to the 
foundation thereof. Nay,lo tarre arethey ir>m ha- 
'vingany relenting compathonate hearts towards 
vs, being artheir mercy, that there can be no 
{ greater pleaſure or delight vnto them, then to ſee 
the vemoſt of their crueltie executed vpon vs. As 
that wicked Faxx, the Deill in this ation, being | 
asked what he wou'd haue doneafter the fire had 
beene put to the powder,anſivered,that he wonld 
oe ſee the ſport in the fields. Aright Edomite, that 
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| lied, F. Sternit, 
torrens agros, 
flemit [ate le- | 
fa, b mque la> 


©T1ppioy d\-f 


bores, precipiteſ- 
que trahit ſyl= 
'unas, Aen.2, 


'could with fo ioyfull an eye haue beholden the day 
of his brother, and haue reioyced oner the children of 


| Judah in the day of their affliction. It was but a cruel! |, 


 fpeech of Abncr to 1oab, Let the younz men now ariſe 
and play before vs. Heaccounted hghting, which 
cou!d not be without bloud, to be but matter of 
game and paſtime; which yer was moretollerable 
'1n him, ſpeaking of that fight which was to be be- 
twixt perſons of interiour fort, and equally mat- 
ched among themſclues, ſo that they might on 
both ſides give as good as they tooke:But here to | 
account it a matter of ſport and meriment, to ſce, 
not the refuſe ofthe people, butthe Lords annoin- | 
ted,the breath of our noſtrils, our gratious Queene, 


and all their royall iſſue, the ſage Counſellors, 


P/al. I 37 7. 
Obad.1t. 


2 Sam 2.14. 


| Lament.4.20. 


—_— 


| E 3 


the! 


cet. ——_— ll_— —— 


| 24 


—C 


| 
| 
| 


' Prow 30.14, 


| P(al.57.4- 
| 
| 


I King.241.20, 


| nerous Gentlemen, yea,three whole famous king- 
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the reuerend Biſhops, the worthy Lords, the oe- 


| blow, and that treacherou - 4 not being able| 


domes, as hauing but one necke, cut off at one! 
inany ſort to defend themlelues : this cannot but 
argue a minde that hath cuen ſould and wholly 
emancipated it ſelte vnto crueltie. But who 1s able| 
to apprehend the thouſand part of that ſauageand. 
RT 4-65 butcherie, which we to our great woe | 
ſhould haue felt in caſe they had preuailed? 1 heir 
former praCtiles, and thislate plot, are ſuthcicnt | 
to teach vs how they are hardenedin their hard-| 
| heartedneſle, and confirmed in their crueltic;that: 
not the leaſt dramme of any mercy may be expe-| 
&ed at their hands. | 
Therefore let vs intreat the Lord,ot all tempo- 
rall iudgements, to keepethis furtheſt from vs ; 
that wee may ndt be deliuered to that mercileſlc 
| generation, whoſe teeth are ſwords, and their jawes 
| & knixes, to cate vpthe people of God : let vs de- 
fire the Lord, rather to humble vs ſome other 
way, to corre vs himſelte, to take vs into his 
 owne ſchooling, and herein to ſhew himlcite a 
tenderand indulgent Father towards vs, by cor-| 
retting vs himſelte,and not truſting his hard-hear- : 
| ted [laues with the correQting of vs, who know not | 
\to make an end of ſcourging of vs, till they have | 
aiſo madean end of vs whom they ſcourge: 
| Anearercauſeot thitdeftruQtion likely to be- 
fall Iſrael, is hcre noted to be the violent vehe-| 
mency of the angcr of their aducrſarics : When 
their wrath was kindled aoainſt ws. | 
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| Where we may ſee how milchieuous and mur- | py, , 
therous the rage of anger is, and whither it carri- | Concerning 
eth thoſe that areled and moued thereby, euen to | the rage of 
he vilelt and moſt outragious exceſle of wicked- |*5*** 
( 5 
nelle that may be. As we ſee here in the enemies | 
oft lſrael, whole wrath would haue driuen them | 
to chis merci/eſſe and miſerable maſlacre of Gods 
pcop!e. Saxls turic was that which ſpurred him 
on to the darting of his ſpeare at innocent Daxid. 
Sotruly is anger called a ſhort madneſle, as difte- 
ring from madneſle onely in tne. Let vs learne For 4 
then {vo to beangry, that we finne not, to moderate | liffert 4; 
and qualitie our anger, yea,to curbe and bridle it, | ſe. 
Iclt otherwiſe in giuing place to it, we doe withall | -pbeſ.4.26, 
giue place to the Dewill,who is at our elbow alwaies, | Epheſe4-27: 
arſuch occalions, miniſtring oyle ro the fire. ot 
our tury, that wee may caſt our ſ{e]jues headlong 
euen into moſt deepe and deſperate miſchietes. | 
| Nehemiah, in that his iuſt and holy anger concei- Meben.g67. 
 ued againſt the Gouernours for their oppreſſion, 
 did.not preſently in all the haſte flie vpon them, 
| bur firſt pauſed a while, conlidcring and conſul- | 
ting what courſe were belt for him to take in re-, 
 prehending and reforming of them. And. if wee 
| 


i. 


O . . » 
muſt be thus jealous ouer our iuſt and Jawtull an- 


' ger, how much more then ouer our raſh, heady, 
and heedlefle anger ? 

| Laſtly, to conclude this firſt point,concerning | 

the deſcription of thoſe many perils. imminent 

| and impendent ouer the Iſraelites ; let vs marke 

; how —_ the Plalmiſt dwellerh in this deſcripti- 


/on, and how copious hee is in the amplification 
| thereof, 


KEDS 


| 
1 Sam.1s.11, 


Irs breuu furor, | 
Hor. Ab inſania 


| 
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Hom. I, e, of 
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2. In ſegetens 
| yeluti tum 
flamma (wren- 
_ | tibms auftry 

| Incidit : aut 
rapidiu mont ans 
vert:ce torrens 
fernit agror, 
&-c. and many 
others. 


| 
' 


Ib 6 15. My 

| brethren hawe 

| deceined mee as 

| 4 torrent, 

| rrhoſe waters 

' faile un Sung» 
mer, 


| 
S 


| Yo Virg. Aenwd, 


| 


ree with his ſcope 


thereot,by many moſt proper and pregnant (imi-| 
lirudes. Which how they doe a 
and drift in this place, hath already ſufhcientiy 
| beene ſhewed. Principally the compariſon ſtan-! 


 deth in this,that the violence andoutrage of their 


| vnbounden and vnlimitcd aftettions, and the ha-| 
| uocke which they make when they haue (cope, is 


| 


| no whit leſle then that which is cauſed by inun- 
dation of waters. And hence it is, that the hea- 
then Poets, when they wou:d {et torth any ſuch 
like violence, as is here dclcribed, have vicd the! 
very ſelfe-fame ſimilitudes. I hough yet there 
may be many other reſemblances ſhewed, wherein 
the enemies of Sion are like to the violent current 
and torrent of waters, As, in that trom ſmall be- 
 ginnings they ariſe,and proceed on toturther mul- 
| chiefes ; like the loud of water, 
| and dilateth it ſelfe by and in the going, though 
began were but ſmall. And 
' vnto the noiſe which theſe ſwelling waters com- 


| the firſt head where it 


' 


| ling words of their thundering 


whuch enlargeth 


| monly make,anſ{wering the great proud and ſwel- 
threatnings. And 
 looke how the ouecr-flowing waters, when they 


| 


have calt downeone houſe, are ſo much the fitter 


; 
' 
' 


; and abter to caſt downe another, as hauing recei-| 


 ued increaſe of ſtrength from the firſt houſe caſt! 
| downe, which it carrieth wirh it ſelfe, to make al- 
| fault vpon the ſecond : fo likewiſe the wicked, 
when they haue done one miſchicte, ſo farreare 
they from being weary, or waxing faint in euill 


doing,that rhey tecle themſelues ficter and freſher, | 


; more luſtie and lively for the doing eucn of farre 


——O—  —- ——— — - 


— — - 
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more 


| 


(as theirname importeth) being drie, yetin Win- XELUFPEIS, 


of all throughly apprehend that depth of milcrie, | 82* >etore 


firſtof all thus inlarge it ſelfe in the meditation of 


 Chnilty 


this is che onely way to mhake vs rightly thankfull 
for our ſpirituall, ſo alſo for our temporall deli- 


| Uerances. 
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more execrable things. To the which alſo this Terre, qvis 
may be added, that as in Summer theſe torrents | tern, 


, . i f'umen bybey- i 
ter (having the ſnow and raine (as he ſpeaketh)in - jwas. og 


itead ot a tountaine) they doe mightily oucrflow: 949m maxi- 
{o in the Summer dayes of peace, the malicious tw 
atte&tions of cruel men ſeeming to containethem- | ,, — 
(clues, in the Winter of perſecution breake forth. gets. Im | 
in all outrage of madneſle. | Inſtar pluniaſque 
Theſe and ſuch like likeneſſes,may be obſerucd | ——— 
betwixt thetorrent of waters,and of the vnbridled | a pigra mini. 
1tections of perlecutors. pared: 
But the ſpeciall point which I rather obſerue "3 Fr 
from the Plalmilts long inſiſting in, and fo plenti- | apprchenton 
tully deſcribing of this point, is this 3 namely,that | cf our owne 
hethat would truly, out of the conlideration of | Mit withe | 


Gods mercy, be thanktull for che fame, muſt firſt | mercy, muſt | 


thankfulacſſe 
into the which, without that mercy of God, hee for Gals: 


mutt needs haue fallen. Therfore doth the Church | mercy. 
her danger, that by this meanes, feeling the ſect | 
of herde!iuerance, ſhee might the more enlarge 
her heart in thankeſgiuing. Rom. 7. Paul hauing 
throughly pondered his wotull eſtate without 
al hewas for ced to cry out, miſer able 111 Rem 7.24, 
that I am,gye6/doth preſently vpon this breake our 
into thankeſgiving for his deiiuerance by Teſus | 
Chriſt ; 7 thanke God through leſus Chriſt. And as | rerſag. 


F "That : 
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— : Iv. echt 


| Vſe, in the 

' more large 

| apPUCAtIon 

| thereof to rhe 
late mercy of | 
our deliuce | 
rancc. 


Exod.10.12, 


| Gen,11.12. 


Matth.t.18. 


| Farx bs (pecch 
attcr his appre» 
henhon.tlac 

| he was fur 1t 

| was rot Cod, 
| 


but the Deuill, 
that hincred 
that worke. 
I/a.z.1.2, 


| AMatth.z.10. 


Tharthen thou maicft ſee what it is God hath 


| | three-fold in Our woods, hewing and hacking 


Comfortable Meditations 


done tor thee in this thy late preſeruation, and fo 
wharthankes they are thuu owelt for the ſame, it 
{hall be good for thee, in thy more ſerious medi- 
rarions, to repreſent vnto thine eyes, and foto 
preſent thy minde with the tearctull {1ghr of that 
blacke and bloudy day, wherein tne tace of all things 
ſhould haue beene fo fodainely and miſerably 
changed. Behold «#gypts darkneſſe inuading the 
Church, Babels confuſion in the Common-wealth, 
| Behold (euery naturall childe) the deſolate wid- 
 dowhood and orbitic of our common mother, 
this Engliſh 1/rael, fitting in athes, childiefle and 
 comfortlefle, ſeeing her tendreſt intants bapriſed 
1n their owne vloud ; and like another Rahel, la- 
'menting the Herodian maſſacre , and retuling 
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' comfort, becauſe her children are not. Behold, | } 


| \ | 
not Abraham commanded by God, -and plad to | 


 heare the inhibiting voice of God ; bur rather 1/- 


macl ( commanaed by his owne bloud-thirtty | 
heart,grieued to heare God cormmrmanding,and | 
ſaying, ſtay thy hand ; yea, loth to belecue thar it | 
1s God, but rather tne Devil!) behold, I ſay, this | 
curled 1ſmael, with his butcher! ; rooles approa- | 
Caing tothe throat of poore 7,z4c>&e, bound vpon | 
the Altar. Beho'd the whole land in her molt pi- 
'tituilnakedneſſe, as hauing her cluickeſt ſtaves and 
tes taken from her ; The {trong man, and the 
man of warre, the Indge, and the Prophet, the pru- 
dent, and the aged. Lee the hatchers which were 
tound latd 19 the roots of the trees, flying thicke and 


.v downe, 
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downe, not the lower ſhrubs onely, but the 
| g00dly tall Cedars of Zebanen, Yea, that princely 
and royall Cedar, hauing ſo many goodly 
boughes and branches, wnaer the ſhadow whereof Lament 4 10. 
' wee all thought to hide our ſelues. See (1 lay) the 
fire comming out of the bramble, and conſuming the | t#dz.g.1 5. 
Cedars of Lebanon ; yea, our tence and hedge,and 
all the itrong ſtakes therein ; and fo thar being | 
' downe, the wilde Boares of the Forrelt running | 7/4.8.13. 
and ruthing in, and rooting vp the Vineyard of 
the Lord. Then matelt thou ſee the torrent of 
their tury making as great a torrent of our bloud, 
= ouer-flowingthe ſtrects; deſtrudtions come to a per- T/aly 6. 
F; * petuallena; our Cities lcuelled with the ground ; 
> Matrons rauiſhed; Virgins defloured En | 
> lawes defaced; the name and the memoraall of | 
|} ourlſtaelrazedand rooted out ; a Chaos of con- 
| *2 fuſion, anda more then Cycloprcall anarchie ouer- 
'} whelming and overturning all things. And yet 
| _ ſtill in thy meditations maieſt thou leade thy | 
' * mindealong further with Ezekzel, ro ſee more, not | Fxcch.8.6. 
' Z onely abhominations, but ailo deſolations; yea, that | j3;, 5 _ 
abhonaination of aeſolation it lelte, perking vp into | xrarth.z4.15., 
the holy place, vanting and <——__ in the Temple | 
of God ; thepureandcleare light of the Goſpel|| 
flying before thar groſſe and palpabledarkneſſe of 
that myſterie of iniquitie ; the caxdleſtickes, that 27h-('27. 
held forth this light, broken in peeces ; and ſo mil-| Re 
lions of ſoules in that thickeand foggie darkneſle, | 


'4s it were choaked with a dampe, deſcending 
' downe tothe darkneſſe o/ the deepe, to the place of Matth.22.1;, 
 wtter darkneſſe.\N hen thou art come thus farre,to | 
| F 2 


OA. 
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| Vſe, in the 

; more large 

| apPUcation 

| thereof to the 
| lite mercy of 
| our deliucs 

| rancc. 


Exod.10.12. 


Gen,11.12. 


Matth.t.18. 


| Farx bs ſpecch 
attcr his appre» 
hcenfhon .tlac 


| he was (ure it 
| was not Cod, 
4 


but the Deuill, 
that hindred 
that worke. 
I[a.3.1.2, 


| AMatth.;. 10. 


Py Comfortable Meditations 


Thar then thou maicft ſee what it 15 God hath 


done for thee in this thy lare preferuarion, and fo 
what thankes they are thou owelt tor the ſame, it | 8 
{hall be good for thee, in thy more ſerious medi-| 2 
tations, to repreſent vnto thine eyes, and foto| # 
preſent thy minde with the tearctull l1ghr of that | 8 
blacke and bloudy day, wherein the tace of all things | 
ſhould haue beene ſo ſodainely and miſerably | # 
changed. Behold «&gypts darkneſſe inuading the bo 
Church, Babels confuſion in the Common-wealth, | *Z 
' Behold (euery naturall childc) the deſolate wid- 
 dowhood and orbitic of our common mother, | 3 
' this Eneliſþ 1/7ael, ſitting in aſhes, childicfſe and | 2 
 comfortleſle, ſeeing her tendreſt infants bapriſed | *? 


Ccaing tothe throat of poore 1,zacke, bound vpon | | 
the Altar. Beho'd the whole land in her molt pi- 

tituilnakedneſſe, as hauing her cluicteſt ſtaues and 
!tates raken from her ; The {{reug man, and the 
man of warre, the Indee, and the Prophet, the pru- | 
dent, and the aged. See the hatchers which were | 
tound latdto the roots of the trees, Ayingthicke and | | 
three-fold in our woods, hewing and hacking 


| = 2 downe, | 


1n their owne vloud ; and like another Rahel, la-| | 
'menting the Heredian maſſacre , and refuling| s 
' comfort, becauſe her children are not. Behold, | © 
not Abraham commanded by God, and glad to; > 
 heare the inhibiting voiceot God ; but rather 1/- | ® 
macl ( commanaed by his owne bloud-thirtty | ; 
heart,grieued to heare God conntermanding,and | 7 
ſaying, ſtay thy hand ; yea, loth to belecue that it | J 
1s God, bur rather the Devil!) behold, I ſay, this | Þ 
curſcd 1/mael, with his butcher! 7 tooles approa- | 
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downe, not the lower ſhrubs onely, but the 
g0o0dly tall Cedars of Lebanon, Yea that princely 
and royall Cedar, hauing ſo many goodly 


' wee all thought to hide our ſelues. Sce (1 lay) the 
fire comming out of the bramble, and conſuming the | tads.g.15. 
Cedars of Lebanon ; yea, our tence and hedge,and 


| 


all the {trong ſtakes therein ; and fo thar being | 


' downe, the wilde Boares of the Forreſt running | 7/a.86.13. 


and ruthing in, and rooting vp the Vineyard of 
the Lord. Then maielt thou ſee the torrent of 
their tury making as great a torrent of our bloud, | 
ouer-flowing the ſtreets; deſtructions come to a per-  T/al.y 6. 
petuall ena 3 our Cities lcuelled with the ground ; | 
Matrons rauilhed; Virgins defloured eden | 
lawes defaced ; the name and the memoriall of 
our Iſrael razed and rooted out ; a Chaos of con- | 
tuſton, and a more then Cycloprcall anarchie ouer- 
whelming and overturning all things. And yet 
ſtill in thy meditations maieſt thou leade thy 
minde along further with Ezekiel, to ſee more, not | Fxccb.8.6. 


onely abhominations, but aiſo deſolations ; yea, that Dn : 


abhomination of deſolation it ſelte, perking vp into. Matth.x4.15. 


the holy place, vanting and ietting itin the I emple | 
of God ; the pureandcleare light of the war” 77 
flying before that groſſeand palpabledarkneſſe of 
that myſterie of iniquitie ; the candleſtickes, that 2Thſ27. 
held forth this light, broken in peeces ; and ſo mil- Re 
lions of ſoules in that thickeand toggie darkneſle, | 
45 it were choaked with a dampe, deſcending 


| downe to the darkneſſe of the deepe, to the place of Matth.z2.13, | 


, | 
 wtter darkneſſe.\When thou art come thus farre,to 
| F 2 a \ 
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boughes and branches, wnder the ſhadow whereof Lament 410. 
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a mott tearetuil ſpetacle, euen one of «A&zyprs 
P:aguecs (nay,tarre EXCECdINg them all)prefenteth 
it {eire vnto thine eyes, 1 hole Jeſwztes, or rather 
lebufites, the crokng frogs [poken of 1n the Renelt- | 
tion,which Letore lay hid in their obſcure mudde, 
loe how then in that darke and diſmall day (as 
being their very houre, and the porrer of darkneſſe)' 
they would have come torth in ſwarms, coue- 
| ring the tace of the carth, craiviing vp mto our ! 
| chambers, ye, into our Churches : loc then 1/4. 
car and 1ſmael, not long tince calt our with bagge 


[ 


and baggave, ioytully reentring aga:ne, and inſo- 


' 


 lently crowing ouer honourable dame Sarah,and 
 driuing her with her 1/azcke out of the familie. 
| What eyes could haue endured this ſo lamentable 
and (hamefull a ſighr, whereat that great eye of the 

world wouid haue cloſed it feite, and the heauens 
 themſeiucs have bluiſhed ? Or what eares cou!d 


have abidden the hearing of thoſe debolhcd 77- | 


tells, waiking amonglt heapes of dei1d cark:ſcs, | 
2nd breataing our thar vnſauourie voice, (tinking! 
worle then tac carkaſcs themlelucs ; An enemy | 
flun? ſmellethwell: a Citizenvetter ? \Wou'd there| 
not taen have beene cauſeto have withed with! 
Teremy, that cur heads were fourtaines of teares ? 
nay , would there not then haue becne matrer | 
enough tor another 7erez2y to haue made another | 
b00ke of Lamentations ? might wee not then| 
haue hung vp our harpes on the willowes, and be- 
taken our felues to the linging ot doletull ditties; 
and mournetull Elegies ? Might wee not then 


| 


 haus ſaid, How doth the Citie remaine ſolitarie, that 
W468 | 


—Y 


——— —- 


— — — 


| 


. manner ſeriou(ly meditate of thoſe miſeries which 


ſhall notably prepare our hearts tor the mo 
hat 


vented theſe ſo many milchietes : then ſhall wee 
{ce how much wee are mn vnto God for 


 owne fiptree, the inioyment mutuall one of ano- 


to ſce the height, depth, breadth and length of 
that Oceawof miſery prepared tor them. Which if 


A 
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_ wull of people e ſhe 15 4 widdow 5 ſhe weepeth COn- 


 tinually ; the wayes of Sion lament, becauſe no man 


cometh to the ſolemne feaſts : all her gates are deſo- | 
late ; the Prieſts ſigh ; her Virgins are diſcomfited ; 


the Foxes run wpon the deſolate mountaine of Sion. 
And againe : O God,thine enemies are come into thine 
inheritance 3 thy holy Temple haue they defiled, and 
mide Ieruſalem heapes of ſtones : the dead bodies of 
thy ſeruants haue they giuen to be meate unto the. 
fowles : their bloud haue they ſhed like water, and 
there was none to bury them, And againe: Thine 4d- 
wer ſaries rore i the middeſt of thy congregations, and 
ſet yp their banners for ſignes : they hane caſt thy 
Sanituarie into the fire : they haue burnt all the Sy- 
n.1g0g ues of God in the land:we ſee not —_—_ 
is not one Prophet more, (vc. If wee lhall in this 


ouraduerſaries would haue brought vpon vs, we 


Pre- | 


ing of the riches of Gods mercy, that 


our lines, liberties, eating our bread vnacr our 
ther, and of his holy Goſpell ; of all which hee 
hath now as it were let a new leafeto vs, and 
cauſed them all, being neere death,with the Eagle 
to renue their youth againe. And this doubtteſle is 
the cauſethat men are (o little thankfull for this 
ſo great a deliverance, becauſe they want eyes 


Lament .g.20, | 


P/4!,79.1.2.3 


P/.74.4.7 8.9. 


1 Xrag,1,24- 
Zach.z.1o. 


P/al.1o}.5. 
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«Ss * Comfortable Meditations 


A | 


Fete | Church wasin : comewe now to the ſecond part, 
O 


| meanesof thiir | wherein we haue the meanes of their eſcaping out 


deliverance aut 


| of thoſe ——_—_— helpe of God, which 


had not beene on our ſtac. 
| DoZZ.1. | Where we may learne, that howſoeuer there is 
| Gods immedi-  NEUEr any deliuerance out of any danger,withuur 


ate prouidence | the prouidence of God ; yet otherwhule this pro- 
worketh for 


 oureye and it : ſo that we muſt needs beinforced 
| to acknowledge this prouidence the onely caule, 
and to ſay, if the Lord had net beene on our fide, we 


had perilhed ; which argueth an vtter deteCt of,or | 


———— 


| 


| they could ſee (as who may not ſee, that will bur 
vic his eyes?) then allo they thould ſee, and ſee- 
ingadmire and adore a farre more infinite height, 
Epheſ.z.18. | depth and length of Gods mercy in their deiuc- 

rance. And thus nauch of the firlt part of this a/- 
Theſecond | (amption, the deſcription of thoſe dangers the 


his Churches | Widence is more plainly and palpably to bediſcer- 
preſeruxion. | ned;there comming no fecondary cauſes betwixt | 


__ 


— 


2ers. Whence. is made the ſole and (olitarie cauſe : 7f the Lord | 


— —— 


|  eiſe, at leaſt, great impotence z the meanes, Here | 
| P/al 9. then is place tor that of the Pſalmilt,the Lord with 
| \ his owne right. band hath got himſelfe the widtorie.. 
| | Here 1s no partner to [hare with him, and fo to. 


detractor detalke any thing from his intire, abſo- 
lute, and plenary praiſe : hereis no Sawl,to whom 
Pp thouſands, or Dawid,to whom ten thouſands may be 
\ thercofrorhe [aſcribed ; but God goeth away ſheere with all. 
| pretent occali-. | This immediate working of God, and ſtretchi 


on, where 


Godsinmedi. | Out Of his owne naked arme, to reſcue and releeue 


{ 1 Sam. 18.7, 


is .cwedin 


[ 


ac prouidence | his Church, hath very plainly diſcouered it ſelfe | 


— tt. Mi — 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


our elves {In this our late deliverance. For howſocuer there | 
| 
MN 5 may 
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may appeare ſome ſhew of meanes, yet they are 
ſuch, as doe rather turther illuſtrate the proui- 
denceof God. 
| Firſt a Letter was written;in which theſe things 
may be obſerued : | | 
Firſt, that it diſcovered the plot; onely in gene-| 
rall; (o that it there had not beenea further marke 
of God, wee had beene neuera whit the better 
for It. 
Secondly, that the Letter was not intended by 
the writer tor our good ; bur onely his, to whom | 


he wrote. Theretore wee are no more beholding | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


to this [cribe tor our preſeruation,then Dauid was | 15en24-27a8 


to the Phililtines, who by their inuaſton of the | 
land recalled Sau! from purſuing after him. 
Thirdly, it is to be conlidered, whence it was 
that this Letter ſhould be thus written : ſurely it 
can be aſcribed to no other cauſe, then the imme- | 
' diate hand of God,that thus bereaucd him of that 
 craftieand cunning policie, wherein they had for- | 
merly carried all things ; and now,in concluſton, 
cauſed him to play the foole, in betruſting a man, 
not throughly tried, with ſo great a ſecret. | 


Secondly, that Noble man that receiued the| [7. Revealing 
of the Letter. 


Letter, preſently reucaled ir,and fo gaue occaſion 
of further Rarch and inquirie to be made into the 
' matter. Yet Gods prouidence is nothing hereby 
obſcured, but further cleared : for whence was it, 
that that Noble man {hould be madean inſtru- 
ment hereof ? whence was it, I fay, that contra 
tothe aduice of the writer, hee ſhould make fo 
good vieot thoſe letters ? Surely that bloudy and 
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rance, by the 
confideration 
of thele parti- 
culars, 
I. Writing of 
the Letter. 
Where 3. 
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treaſonable religion did not teach him fo to doe. 
It was then the ſpeciall worke of God,that moued 
him ther<unto. And thus the prouidence of God 
by this meanes is more maniteſted, then if the 
Letter had beene written to ſome zealous deteltcr 
of popilh ſuperitition. 

111, His \'a- | Thirdly, aboueall other meanes, the Lords an- 
 nointedexcelieth ; who, being wiſe as an Anzell of 


Letter. , God,doubted ſome plot. But whence was this,thar 
| 2 Sem.14-29. | his Majeſtie ſhou!d thus exceil,not only all others, 


: 
: 


| 
| 
| 


ans; * whoſe hands are the hearts of Kings,and are aftetted 


(euen his whole ſo wile and experienced a Coun- 
cell) but himſelte alſo ? whence GI ſay) could this | F 
| be, bur from ſome ſpeciall inſtin&t trom God, in, | 


| and poſſeſſed with thoughts and apprehenſions, 
according to his owne will and pleaſure ? And 
though ſomething may be giuen in that already 
 {poken of, to ſecondary caules ; yet thar atter- 
ward the maletator, when he was to be appre- | 
| hended, thould be without, who, it he had beene | 
' within, had done the deed in part ; what cauſe: 

then [hall there beailgned of this, but the onely | 
 over-ru:ing proutdenceot God? Sothen not any | 
of all theſe threeany thing letteth, but that Gods 


ſole power and prouidence may alone triumph 


Fe. in this our deltuerance. Nether doub: I,but that | 


both his Mazzſtie and that honourable Lord are 

ready to put trom themſelnes the praiſe thereof, 

and to yeeld it wholly to God ; having their: 

| mouthes opened to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Not wn- 
' Pſal.115.1. |t8 ovs,0i onto Vs; but wnio thy name, O Lord, giue' 
P/«.118.15.16 the glory. Letthen that voice ofiop aud deliuerance| 


| | be 


ht. 


mm 


— 
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be heard in the houſes of the righteous : The right 
hand of the Lord hath done walianily ; the right hand 
of the Lord u exalted;the riaht hand of the Lordhath 
| done right wvaliantly. Let ws not ſacrifice toour nets : | 
but with [{rael here ſay, 1f the Lord had not beexe 
on our ſide, (and repcating it againe for further 
aitetion) 1f the Lord had net beene onour fide when 
men roſe vp againſt vs,they had then ſwallowed 15 wp 


quicke, CF. 


Bur here it (hall be good for vs to conlider a | Aodfurtier | 
| explica:1on of 


| it, by thote 

| courſes which 
God taketh, 
workin 
| mediat 


. a , ay 
The firſt is, when by caſting other occaſions | his Church 
| Whichare 4, 


little of thoſe wayes which God taketh, when by 


his immediate prouidence he helpeth his Church 


theſe wayes noted in Scripture. 


1n the wayes of our aduerſaries,he diuerteth them 


trom her : and then it fareth with theſe mighty | 
\Nmrods that hunt after the precious ſoules of 
'men., as with common and ordinary hunters ; 


who in purſuit of one beaſt, finding another,leaue 
the former, and follow the latter. An example 


hereof we haue in Darid, whom when Saul was. 


1n hunting, as a owaye, in the moxuntaines, the 
Lord (ſtarred vp the Phili/tines, as a new game for 


him, and fo withdrew him from Dazid. And did. 


not the Lord vie the ſame holy Arte in delu- 
ding thoſe our hunters ? Were not they almoſt 


as neere Vs, as Saul was Dawia ? Had they not 


[then come vpon vs, and taken vs, had not God 


and 


againſt her aduerſaries. I ftinde toure ſpeciall of 


by a meſſenger bringing the vnwelcome and vn- | 
expetted tidings of their owne danger, recalled 
them from vs ? So that your Grace, your Honours, 


?ab.1.16, 


Diu-rting of 
che aduerlarics 
; from her, by 
other occah- 


Ons. 


| Gen.10 $. 


1Sam 26,20, 
1 Sam.23 22. | 


LK. a 


— - —— — - 


So was it With | 
7 | 


Ft 


| 


| 


2 Kinz.6.18.19 aiſo God delivered E/;/ha trom that great army of 


' 
| 


P(al.94.17- 


2 


| Striking them 


with ſome 
iudgement. 


2 King 19.35. 


Sext, Aurel, 


I King. I 3.4o 


| Thais courſe 


| alſo was taken 


' 1NOur deliuce 
| rance, 


and all ofthis familie, may in more ſpeciall man- 
| ner ſay, 1fthe Lord had not beene on our ſiae, in {pe- 
 ciall ſort, ouer and beſides his being on the lige 
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of the reſt of our brethren, our ſoules had long ere 
th dwelt in ſilence. 


The ſecond is, when God itrixeth the aduerſa- 
riewith ſome fearetul: iudgement, either in body, | 
or minde, or both ; whereby hee dilableth them | 
for effeQing their purpoles. Thus Senecharib and. 
his hoaſt was ſmitten by Gods Angell. Thus pa- 
lensthe Emperours hand, when he tooke his pen | 
to confirme the ſentence of Bafsis banilhment, | 
{trucken of God, [hooke and {hrunke, not able to! 


hold the pen. Thus Jeroboarns hand, ſtretching , 
out it ſelte againſt the Prophet, withered. And | 
thus, no doubt, rather then ſuch a miſchicte | 
({hould haue happened, ſhould itin the juſt iudge- 
ment of God, haue tared with that vnhappy 
hand, which ſhould haue kindled that farall fire. 
Rather (I ſay) then it ſhould hane beene able to 
haue fected ſo diſaſterous an ation,God would 


have made it, in the very act of putting forth it 
ſelte, like the hand of intamous teroboarms, Thus 


the Arawites,come out againlt him but one poore 

 (illy man : he ſmore them with blindneſle and 
 dizzinelle of braine, ſo that the Prophet droue 
them (like woodcocks into the net) into the mid- 
deſt of Samaria. And thus God likewile deliuered 
| Sat this time, by blinding and beſorting the trai- 
tors, that they lhould communicate their coun- | 


WA. 
\{eis vntoothers, when they were almoſt come to 


bi the} 


| y onthe 124. P/alme. = | 37 
the vpſhot, notwithſtanding that depth of filence | 
and ſecrecie,wherein fora long ſpacethey had hid | 
' them before. Which alſo was the overthrow of 
Abſalom, and lo the deliverance of Dauid, in that 
' God ſtroke him in the braine,and infatuated him, x Sa».17.14, 
thathe ſhould reie&t the good counſel of Achitophel. 
(200d for his treaſon, otherwile no lefle peſtilent 
then politicke) and to apprehend and embrace 
the counſell of Huſh;,direttly ouerthrowing thoſe 
very intentions which (ſeemingly) it ſupported. | 
| Thethirdis, when God ſofteneth and ſubaueth, 
 meekeneth and mitigateth the hearts of the aduerſa- —_ 
' ries; as he did Pauls, whom he arreſted and ſeazed | . _— =? 
| vpon by his ſpirit,as he was fiercely and turiout]y | gyprians co. 
| marching out againſt the Chriſtians. | OE 


raclites. 


| 
| The fourth 15, when God himlelte diſcloſeth , .49.9.,.,. 


the deepe counſels of the enemies ; as heedid to E- 
| Eliſha, the plots and purpoſes of the Aramites ; Telling tales 


| andof theſe latetraytors, to our gracious King. | this alſo may 
Againe, we may further note trom hence, how beexemplified 

| that God is not onely a beholder,bur alſo a party jour Preter- 

| in thoſe afflitions which euil men raiſe vp againſt : x1az.gg. 

| the Church. In theſe contentions and daily con- DocFr.2. 


| flicts betwixt 1/7ael and Amaleck, the people of | Godiaketh |, 
\the lice of his | 


| God and the Church of the malignant, God doth ' ©, in 1 


not behaue himſelfe like politicke and worldly | oppoſitions | 
wiſe men, who can fit ſtill and looke on, whiteſt _ _— | 
[in contention the aduerſe parties are highting to- lied IE | 
gether ; but they themſelues will-not toyne with 
| either of them : no,God is no ſuch neuter, he will 
be a party, hewill take a ſide preſently, and that 


| ſhal be the right (ide,the ſide of his owne Church. ! 


| 
Hence| #| 


— 
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3 King.19.22. 


Yſe 1, 

| Comfort to 
the Church 

in all troubles 

| in aſſurance of 
happy iſſue. 


1/a) 63.9. 


Zach, 2.3, 


Hence it is that God doth {o often in Scripture | 

intereſt himſelfe in the troubles of his children. | 
| As when Saul was going out againſt the Chriſtt- 
| ans, ſee how Chriſt himlelte maketh himſelte as 
| oneof them ; Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thow mee ? 
| And when Sepecharib opened his mouth to belch 
| forth the venome of his malice againſt Hezechiah, 
| the Lord asketh him, againſt whom haft thou railed, 
and whom haſt thou prowoked to wrath ? enen the holy 
one of Iſrael. For it. cannot be otherwiſe, but that 
God being in ſo ſpeciall league, and hauing ſo 
necre communion with his Church, thould haue' 
' common, as friends, ſoalſo enemies,together with | 
| her ſelte.T he con({tderation of which point is very 
| profitable. 

For firſt of all, it yeeldeth great comfort for the 
children of God in their actions by wicked 
menzforaſmuch as they know that they haue God | 

on their ſide ; he is in company with them, trou- 
bled ix all their troubles, being very lenlible of all] 
their injuries, as contumelious indignities vnto 
 himſelfe ; when they are touched, feeling the ap-| 
| ple of hs owneeye touched. Courage then, poore 
Chriſtians. It God be thus on your lide,you may 
boldly dare to the very tecth the proudeſt aduer- 
| faries, andchallenge them with Paul, ſaying, who 
| can be againſt vs ? you maythen ſafely ſay with 
' Damia, 1 will not be afraid thouch ten 5 fo ands of | 


aduerſaries ſhould riſe vp 5h, me : and againe, | 


| the Lord is the ſlrength of my life, of whom ſhall 1be| 
afraid? When a [ide in batraile goeth to the worſt, | 
| lo doeall that are on thar ſide. So then, if woee| 
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| ſhould be ouerthrowne, God himſelte, who is on | 
our lide, lhould alſo be ouerthrowne : bur this is { 
impothible, and rheretore it 1s as impothible thar ' 
we lhould be wholly oucrthrowne : and it is az b 
calie tor the wicked to root out Chriſt out of hea- 
uct, as his Church out of the earth. For hee 1; 

0 the [1de of his Church, 4; the head is on the 

[ide of the body : fo thar if Chrilt can be a bodi- 

lelle head, the Church alſo may then be a head- 

leile body. God in Scripture is often comparcd_ 

to a lhield, in regard of that detence which hee | 2%; z- 
'yeelderh to his Church and children. Now the 
{hie!d is betwixt the body and the dart, fencing | 

off the blow ;z and it there come any dart, it mutt | 

light firſt on the ſhield, and paſle through it into ' 
the body. See then how fate wee are, that haue | | 
{o impenetrable a (hield. It any hurt comeart vs, | 
1t muſt fhirit come to our thie!d. But God is our | 
{hield, who cannot be hurt. God is ſaid to carry” _ | 
his Church as the Eagle doth her young ones wpon | 
her wings. \\hat neede wee then to feare any 
arrowes ? Thar Eavg'e, on whoſe wings wee are! | 
mounted alotr , fl:eth higher then any arrow : 
and it an arrow {hou!d come lo farre, yet it muſt | 
 firit paſſethrough the body of our Eagle before 
it come to vs that fit on the top of his wings: | 
yea, but there is no paſſage for any arrow this | 
way ; that vnluckie arrow which lighteth on this, | 
| body, findethit as a wall of ſtone, from which 
it reboundeth backe vpon the [hooter. Why then | 

ſhould wee be ſo fearefull, O wee of little faith ? | Matth 3,24. 


becauſe the windes are vp and blow ſo _—_ my 
the | 
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Inſtruftion to 
et God on 
the (ide : 
t Ofourper- 
ſon. 


'| 3. Of our 


caule, 


' 


, 


| 


Comfortable Meattatyons 


the ſea rageth, and the waues thereot ſtorme, and 
threaten {hipwracke ? Yea, but let vs content our 
ſelues, Chriſt 7eſ# is in the {hip with vs, what need 
we then keepe ſuch adoe with thoſe weake diſci- | 


ples? weſhall haueno other hap then he hath : if 


he be drowned.then ſhall we to, notelſe. Bur can | 
Chriſt be drowned ? can he milcarry ? or can wee 
be ſafer any where elle then in Chriſts company ?' 
Surely much rather would I be in a broken and 
rotten {hiÞ tofled with the tempelt 1n the middeſt/ 
of the Ocean, ſo Chriſt be there, then be in the 


ſtrongeſt [hip in the hauen where Chr1/t is abſent. | 


| For, where Chriſt is, there is ſure ſaterie, and cer- 


— — - > —— — OOORSR—ROOoO 


taine ſaluation in themiddelt of all dangers : as on 


| the contrary, where he 1s not, there is vndoubred 


deſtrution, euen in the middett of the deepelt | 
and ſtilleſt peace, and ſccureſt ſatetie that may be. 
Againe, if God in all contentions take a ide, it 
mult teach vs all, earneltly to labour for the get- 
ting of God on our (ide, on the lide, I ſay, firit of 
our perſons, then of our cauſe. Of our perſons, by 
being vnited vnto his Sonne Jeſus Chrift by taith, 
and ſo being accepted in and for him. It is necel- 
ary that we ſhould firſt get God on our lide in 
| this manner, namely, on the {ide of our perſons. 
| For oftentimes God is againſt that cauſe, which | 
otherwiſe he fauoureth, being handled and ma- | 
naged by perſons whom he reſpecteth not. 


Secondly, wemulſt get God on the ſide ot our: 


take in hand (hall be iuſt and right. Then ſtanding | 


out in ſuch a cauſe, as in [triuing tor the ne 
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cauſe, which we {hail then doe, when the cauſe we! 
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nance of the fatth once giuen to the Saints,or any part | twd.z, 
or parcell thereot, we may be ſure God will not 
be wanting therein vnto vs. And when thus both | 
our perſons and cauſe {hall be liked of God, wee | 
cannot bur in the end proſper and preuaile. As 
here this 1/rael did, whoſe perſon, being the 1/rael 
of God, could not bur be accepted, and whoſe 
quarrel] was the moſt righteous that could be, ir 
being the true religion of God, which through 
their 11des their aduerſaries ſtrooke at. 
Further, this doctrine {hould be terrible to all 
them thar ſet themſelues againſt the leaſt of  T<rrour ry '_ 
Chrifts little ones ; tor in ſo doing they proclaime church, © 
open warre againſt the heauens, and hght againſt | 
God himlſelte : but they are like to ger little by | 
this ; it will be hard for them to kicke agarnſt the Ag 5. 
prickes. O then that they could ſee how 1n pulh- | 
Ing at any of the lauely ſtones of Gods Temple, they 1 pe 2.5. 
{purne at the corner ſtone it (elie, which will make 
them tor euer being able to ſpurne againe. How 


_ 
 darcſt thou then once ſo much as to litr vp thy 


| toor, yea, Or ro WAgge thy leait tinger, to touch the P/al.105.I5. 
' Prophets of the Lord,or to hurt hs annointed,which T/al.10g.14. 


 euen Kings when they haue done, haue felt God, 
' their aduerfarie, and ſo haue beene rebuked of 
' him ? And yet wilt thou proueke the Lord to anger? 1 Cort0.22, 
\art thou ftremger then he? art thouable as an equal] | 
| match, to make thy part good with him ? Bewell 
 aduiſed, and imitate the wiſedomeof that King, 


which going to warre, firſt ſitteth downe, and taketh 1k, 4.31. 


| 


[ 


| 
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counſell whether he be able with ten thouſand to meete | 
him that commeth againſt him with twenty thouſand. 


Though) 
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I Cor.I.25, 
Td oo Itvis 
Ts It5, 
Iob 4.9, 


Though there neede no great conlultation for 


| 
| 


this matter ; Gods weakneſſe « ſtronger they the 


| mouth, or breath of his noſtrils, hee 1sableto rend 


greateſt ſtrength of man ; with the very blaſt of his ' 


| thee in peeces. O thou man, that in fighting a- 


' gainſt the Church,doeſt by the ſame meanes tight 


| 


| 


Encouragce 
ment and ale |! 


— 


| all, roioyne 


| though affli- 
Qed, becauſe 


! hers.. Wildome 
| then to cloſe 

' With the wine 
'ner. 
 Matth.12.30. 
'Tacit hiſt. 1,2. 
Irent propere, 
neremarando 
iram vittorsy 
exaſperarent 


es. 


pI 


alſo againſt God,hoiy canit thou looke to preuaile 


in ſo audacious an enterpriſe ? Thou maieſtdoe. 
well to ſpare thy labour, and not to trouble thy 
ſelke in vaine, as wee {ce of late the Popith Trai- 


tors hauedone, becaule they tought againſt God, 
who was on the (ide ot the Parliament heuſe, and 
was not onely preſent in, but alſo the prelident, 
of that honourable Councell ; and theretorc they 
were no more able to blow vp that lower Parli- 
ment houſe here beneath, and Gods Lieutenant 


therein, then thar vpper Parkament houſe of An-; 
| gels and Saints in heauen,and God himlelte litting 
| as King in the middeſt thereof. | 


Neither ſhould this onely daunt vs from fight-! 


lurewentto | ingagainſt, butalſo draw vson to fight for 7 racl;! 
themſelues ro 07 He that is not with Chriſt, is againſt him. Otho, 
{ Iracls fide, | when he ſaw his {idethe weaker, and going to the 


walles, counſelled his ſouldiers to prouide for 


: 
, 


j 


| 


| the viory is | Their ſafetie, by hying them to the winner. It were 


, 
. 


good for vs to give the ſame counſell to our 
ſelues, not as 0tho to his,taught by our owne wo- 
tull experience, (though yet better then,then ne- | 
uer) but like wiſe Prometheiſes before hand, ha-| 
uing our eyes in our head to ſee the ſtorme com- | 
ming a farre off, euen in the faireſt and cleareſt 


{unne-ſhine : for howſocuer for a whi'e Moſes 


nance] 
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hands waxin g faint, 1/rael may goe to the worſe, | zud.17.11 


and Amaleck may preuaile ; and when they ſhall 


not haue ſought God tn due order by a ſerious and : clmw.rg.13, 


ſuficient humiliation, a breach may be made a-| 


mong them by the Beniamites : yet, when Moſes 1ad.10.21,2 F- 


hands,and 1/raels penitent hearts,ſhall have reco. ' 


ucred and regained themſelues,then woe to Ama- | «Sam.24.1, 


{ck and Beniamine, and wholocuer they are, that | 
with Sathan ſtand vp againſt /7ael.For aſſuredly, 
1ſraels fide being Gods lide,mult needsin the end 


be the winning lide. If God, and his 7/rael (ided 
by him,ſceme to flic before their purſuers,it is but 


a politike ſtratageme of the Lord, like that of the 
Iſraelues flying before the men of As, to draw 
them on forward, for further — inſt 
them, giuing them a little lightning betore death. 


 Forat laſt God will awake, as one out of ſleepe, as 4 


ſtrong man,that after his wine cricth out, && will ſovite 
his enemies in the hinder parts, and put them to 4 = 


' petuall ſhame.,Gods arke may remaine captiue for a 


while with the Phil;ſtins, and they may ſhout and 
triumph at this their ſo noble a conqueft:but how 
long will this hold? {hall not their deuilliſh Dagor 
at the laſt makecurteſic ro Gods arke ? ſhall not 
the arke glorioully & victoriouſly returne home 
out of her captiuitie ? It is wiſedome then for thee 
to be on the ſide of Gods arke, though capriued; 
with Moſes to.ioynethy felte to the 1ſrael of God, 


though 1inthralled ; to lay hold on the skirts of a 
true lew; not onely (with thoſe Perſians) after his 


' 
| 


 vitory,buteuen before,when to carnal eyes there 


isno appearance of any thing but a 
| r 
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P/a.78. 65.66, 


1 $48.4.10, 


I Sams.2. 


154m.6.12, {| 
| 
| 
Heb.11,25 26, | 
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Inſtruction to 
T{racl to be on 
Gods (ide, as 
God on hers. 


Ind7.5 23. 


Dſal.7. 5. 


' For God being on his fide, hee muſt needs be the 
' wintier and gainer in the end. And it 15 farre bet- 
ter, of aloſer to turne winner, then contrarily of 
' a winner to turne loſer. | 
Laſtly,if God be on 1/raels (1de,againſt her ene- 
mies,then it ſtandeth with good rea{pn that 7ſrael 
thould be on Gods {ide againſt his enemies. It 
God haue holpen vs againit theſe our fo deadly 
toes, what a {hamethen {hall it be for vs to be in | 
the number of ſuch as the Meroſhres were, curſed 
' by Deborah, becauſe they came not out to helpe the 
' Lord againſt the mighty ? The Lord ſtirre vp the| 
' hearts of our whole State, to tight as carneftly | 
againſt this common aduerſarie of our faith, in | 
Gods cufe, as God of latedid fight againſt them 
in ourcanſe. God would not ſuffer them to lay | 
| our glory inthe duft ; and [hail they any longer be 
| ſuffered by vs to obſcure the glory and Goſpel! 
of God, by peruerring and poiſoning the ſoules of | 
, men with their damnable doctrines ? Nay,{hould | 
wee not all in our places be as zealous now for | 
Gods glory, as he hath beene tor ours ? Hath hee | 
| tought for vs all this while, chat wee ſhould now | 
tight againſt him ? which alltheydoe, tha live in | 
|any breach of his commandements : they take | 
; part with linne and Saran, Gods moſt deadly ene- 
| mies,againſt God himſclfe. This is the retribution 
| which: God (tor the moſt part) findeth at our 
handsforthis fogreat a mercy, Men goe on in all 
; vngodlineſſeand vnrighteouſneſſe, in their pro- 


phaneneſſe and prophaning of the Sabbarhs,drun- 
kenneſle, vncleannefls, and bloudy blaſphemics, 


where- 


i pO 
—— 


| 
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| 


wherewith, as with ſo many darts, they pierce | Levie.24.11, 
through the ſ1desof the Lord. Is this our being on 
Gods lide, for his being on ours ? may wee not 
now iuftly complaine of our ſelues with Eſraz See- | E544 913-14. 
ing thou our God haſt ſlaied ws from being beneath, | 

| and haſt giuen vs ſuch delinerance, ſhould we returne | 

tobreake thy commanadements ? | 


: 


This helpe of God towards 1/raelis let forth (as | The deſcripti. 


on of Gods 


we lhewed aboue) by the :2e when it was exhibi- | helps, baaka 


ted, when men roſe wp againſt vs, euen with wide | time of theex- 


- 401 | hibition there» 
and gaping moutrhes, ready to deuoure vs. forge 


W here we may l{ece,into how deſperate and in- | ſeth his do- 
extricable dangers Gods children oftentimes are | frine : 
brought, before ſaluation and deliverance arile | ;.,,..p j;. 
vnto them; They are at the very brinke of death, | helpe to the 


| God often de- 


and at the very mouth of the pit, before there- | 7 /af pinch. 


ſcuing hand of God appeare, like fire-brands al- | za.,.z. 
; molt conſumed, before taken out ofthe fire ; like 
 1/aacke hauing the very knite at their throat, rea- | 6.22.10. 
(die to be ſacrificed, betore the counter-comman- 

ding voice be heard. So that with Dawd carrying | 

their ſoules in their hands, they may lay, verily p/4.1 19.10, 
there i but a ſtep betwixt ws and acath. Thus was it 1 $,m.10 ;. 
often with Dauzd himſelte ; as when he was hem- 
' med in on euety ſide with Saws armie, and ſaw | ; 5.n.23.25. 
| no way to eſcape : and againe afterward, when 
the people of Ziglag were ready to ſtone him. So | i 5.m ;o 6. 
| was it alſo with Jehoſaphat and Hezechiah, when 
; thoſe huge armies were cometo the very gates of | : chro» 2c.6- 
| leruſalem : neither doth God doe this without | j*,,  . 
| weighty reaſons . theſe reaſons : 
And namely, firit of all, that by this meanes he I 
(3-- might{ 


—  — -- - 


C——— — _ Dn el Ee ee 
_ — 


. 
—— = ——  ——— = 


— —— — 


{ 


' 
| 
j 
' 
j 


— — Or I IT 


_— " Comfortable Medirations | 


_—— = - — — 


| Greater wani- might make his glory the greater, waen thus in a 
; feltarionof his qqqment and turning of a hand hee turnes the 
\ Pfal. go /  wheele,andcauſcth light ſodainly to ſpring forth, 
| 2Cer.4.6. not onely in, but out of darknefle. To breake a 
| twigge, 1s eafie, and may be done with the little 
" kingeralmoſt : but when 1t 1s growne to a ſtron 

| — confirmed tree, then to breake it, and that as 
ealily as another would doe a twigpe, is an eui-' 
dent proote of a right Samſon-like itrength. For | 
| God to have reſtrained the enemies when they 
were but weake Incipients, in their tirſt end, and 
raw beginnings, would not haue ſeemed ſo great 
a matter : bur then to rebuke them, when they 
are growne to their full height and ripeneſle of 
| pertection, that they may ſeeme to mans reaſon 
paſt recalling ; this (I ſay) doth farre more fully 
| commend the power of God to vs. And for God 
to haue putout the fhre,when it was onely in con- 

|  ceiving flame, might haue ſcemed ealter : but in 
| tae middeſt of the rage, waen broken forth into| Þ 
| moſt furious flames, and fo becomea deuouring| | 
| fire, then to reftraine ir, that it hurt not Shadrach,| | 
Dan's,  Meſhach, and Abednago, that are in the middeſt of 
{ t, this cannot but in oureye ſeeme a farre greater| | 
matter ; and a farre more ſenſible euidence of; |: 
Gods omnipotencie mutt it needs be to vs, robe] | 

Amr 4.11. | plucked a5brands out of the fire, then to be kept 
| wholly vntouched thereot , when threatningly 
| tt made towards vs. Hence it is, that God in 
| Scripture cuen plorieth that his aduerſaries are ſo 
| {trong, his Church ſo weake, becauſe then hee 
| thinketh there is matter and fit occalion for him 
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 preſlumptuous againft Hezekzah, hauing already 
deuoured him and his,in his preſuming hope.God 


| 
| 


ſaid in their heart, who ſhall bring vs downe ? Thus 


' haue ſuffered him to haue come ſo neerethe wals 
of 1eruſalem. But he would not, becauſe he would 
bring him to a greater ſhame. Therefore it is ſaid, | 
| he returned home with ſhame, being thus deteated. | 2cbrou.z2 21. 
' So God could haue confounded Hamman in his | 7/al 37 35.36. 
firſt riling, buthe ler the Laurel! tree to flourith 
and ſpreade himſc!fe out for a while, that atter- 
' ward His decay & ſodaine withering might be the 
| more fearetull : he lec him goe on to the very ma- | 
| king of the gallowes for Moracchay,that his {hame| 
' might be the greater in being hanged thereon | #7 10. 


onthe 24, Palme. 


med, and hewed aowne : Sharon us like a wilderneſſe, 


and Baſhan ts ſhaken, and Carmel. Now 1will ariſe, 


ſ-uth the Lord : Now (when things are thus deſpe- 

rac) will I beexalted, now wil 1 hft vp my ſelfe. 
Secondliy,taat as his glory may be the greater, 2 

{0 ailo (that waich 1s tor the molt part alwayes | The greater 

1oyned with his glory) his enemies ſhame. To , "mc of tus 

whom 1t cannot bur be very 19nominious, dan = 

to be diſappointed, when they were growne {© | 

coniadent in their hopes, that they made them- | 

{ciues ſure of obtaining their delires ; to bee | 

throwne downe,when they had exalted themſelues as | 0b44 ;.4. 

the Eagle, and made their ne(t among the ſtarres, and 


God let Senacharib goe on tor a while, proſpering 
and Prngng: inſomuch as hee grew proud and 


could haue curbed him at the firſt, and neuer 


G ? ; hiniſclfe. | 
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to maniteſt the glory of his power and puiſſance. x/ay 3.9.10. 
The earth mourneth and fainteth : Lebanon i aſha- 
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7 2 Sam. 17.51 
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1 Amcs 8.9. 


| Au !a cedunt 
| inter calicem 

| ſufpremaque 
labra. 
: 
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| O Comfortable Meditations 
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' himſelfe. And thus he let Golzah goe ON a Willie, 


bragging and Lrauing the 1ſraelzes, and by his 
craking and crowing ouer them, to ſtrike terrour 
into them, that his ignominie might be the grea- 
ter, being killed with his owne {word. I hus God 


 ſuffereth theſe proud Cedars to perke vp to the 
very clouds, and to threaten the very skies, that 


by this meancs being neerer to the thunder-bolrt, 
they might as the more eaſily, ſo the more teare- 


fully be oucrthrowne. T hus he Jerteth thefe hil- | 
lockes to grow vnto mighty mountaines, dariny 


| bs... 
the very heauens, that ſo hauing them as 1t were 


neererat hand, he might the ſooner and lodainer 
bow downe the heauens, and touching theſe mountains, 
' turne them into plaizes, yea, wholly diſperſe and 


diſlolue them into ſmoke. Thus are wicked men 
oftentimes lifted vp on high, that their tall might 


| be the ladder. Thus God lertteth looſe the raines 
vnto them, that afterwards he might g1ue rhem a 


lodaineturke,that their hearts,the more they were | 


hlled with confidence before , the more both 


. , » - » [ 
hearts andfaces may be filled with contulion at- 
eerward. That ſoit may appeare how the retoycene | 
of the wicked « ſhort ; and that the toy of hypocrites us 


but 4 moment ;, and that the lauzhter of fooles is but 


as the crackling of thornes wnder the pot ; and that * 


their Sunn? ſctteth at noone day. For even when 
tacy wave the prey in their hands, ready to pur it 
11to their mouthes, then doth God fodainely 


 p-ucke 1t from them, and fo verifying the pro- | 


uerbe, Many things fall out betwixt the cup and the 


ip, da{heth all their toyes ; yea, not onely ſo, but 
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| making themſelues —_— to his owne anger,tur- 
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neth all their gladneſle into griping griefe,a!] ther | | 


 mirth into mourning and melancholy ; whereof Which is ex 


emplificd in 


wc haue a moſt famous example in theſe late trai- , ©7P\ned in 
the late Trai- 


tors, whom it pleaſed God in his juſt judgement ' .@,, 


wee {hould now ſay to the Traitors 3 Yee hane 
Þd! it; houſe, ſacked the City, 
blowne vp the Paritament houte, lacked the City, 
 eltabliſhed the Maſle, altered the gouernment, | 


to tcede with taiſe hopes, letting them goe on 
tree:y and Imoothly without rub,vntill they were 7.15 2:1, 
come to the very point of execution, and of brin- *"s; 
ging torth that vgly miſ-thapen monlter,whereot : 
they had fo long trauailed in child-birth, fo that = 
now they began to applaud themſelues, reioy- 7r.ums Lee. | 
cing 454 woman deliuered of a man-childe, that = you as | 
toroetteth the anguiſh of her trauaile, and glorying, | a4 God at 
1s he that putteth off the harneſſe atter the victorie; | command, | 
God and man had decreed our deſtruttion, nothing n k- = —— 
might hinder their plot and projet. God could | theheathen | 
haue diſcouered them when firſt they began to | Poet, that 

F : # . | Which lnce 
weaue this web, in their firſt conſultation; bur he | they haue by 
would haue them to proceed lo farre, euen to the | theirewne | 
laſt threed of their webalmoſt,that their reproach MPMne | 


[1 weauing Penelopes web,in milhing of their pur- 
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pole, and in failing in the Jaſt at ot their trage- ,, 2. 
die, might be the greater. T he Lord occalioning $a n,,.. 
vs all by this meancsin a holy kinde of triumph-| ,, z,,, 


ing to inſult ouer them, (when wee lee them to Thais, no 


hauc conceiued chafte,and brought forth ſtubble) mn cancon- 
O {trainc God 


as Daxid ouer his enemies z 0 exemie, deſeructions 1.nit his 


- — — — 


are come to 4 perpetuall end : thou haſt deflroyed the will. Sephect. 


= : . . by: i 1 $17. 
Cities : their memoriall is periſhed with them. As it BY fs. 
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Earlcdomes of Warwicke,&c. And againe 1m ano- 
ther place : Compaſſe about $10n,and goe round abeul 
it, and tell the Towers thereof, and marke well the 
wall thereof. As it hethould ſay ; The aduerſaries 
threatned to doe this and that, to breake downe 
the wall, ro burne the Towers, to facke the whole 
Citic. \Why ? butall things ſtand as they aid ; Ict 


vs goe {ce, and {earch through the whole Cirie, it 


. bur the leaſt harme be done. So may wee lay; 


Marke wcll the Parliament houſe, behold the wall 
of London, compaile the whole Citie, {ce it ſo 
much as the leaſt tile be ſhaken downe with that 


Thirdly, God thus deferrcth his helpe to the 
very laſt pinch, that then being the more ſiveet 
vnto vs, by reaſon of our greater neede, it might 
allo bethe more weicome, :nd entertained with 


greater thanktuineſle. | 
Fourthly,that we mipht hauc the better proote 
and founder experience of that taith and hope 
which we proteſle our [clus to haue,in our peace | 


and ſecuritie : for lodaine extremitic is the belt 


thers to the heart to guard it ; ſo rhe powers of 


triall hereot : for, as in ſodaine feare the bloud Of 


' 


tae ſoule in like caſc, doe in like fort combine 


taemle!ue:, that they may be calily iudoed of. 
The worldly man,diltraught with theſe vnlooked 


tor exigents, thaves his hopeto be but as the ſþt-| 


aersweb : the true Chriſtian hnding his heart ſet- 


ledand eltablithed with the peace of God, appro- 
: | ueth! 


ns. 


' 
| 
' 


} 
' 
: 
; 


| 
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on the 12.4. Pſalme, | 


' 


ueth his hope to be that lively hope, which maketh | 
zol aſhamed. 
Fittly, that with Paxl, hauing receined the ſen- 
tence of death in our ſelues, wee might learne with 
the ſame Paul, tO truſt not in our ſelues, but in God, 
raiſing vs from the gead ; and, withdrawing our 
eye trom all other things, might ſay with Dawid, 
ſhould 1 nat lift <p mine eyes to the moiuntaines, fro... 
whence my helpe commeth ? comforting our ſelues in 
the Lord our Go, as the ſame Dawuid did, being rea- 
dy to be ſtoned, and ſaying with Tehoſpaphat : © 
 Loga, we know not what to doe ;, but our eyes are vnto | 
thee. For when all humane hopes and helps ftaile, 
then is the helpe of God art hand. | 


; ! SN | 
And hitherto ot the antecedent,wherein is con- | 2: Part of the 


tained the ground of the thankeſgiuing : the 
thankſgiuingir ſeife,the conſequent interred vpon 
this antecedent, toliowes in the verſes foliowing. 


| 6 Praiſed be the Lord,which hath not giucn vs as Verſes. | 


a Prey Vnlo their teeth). | 

7 Our ſoule «s eſcaped, as a bird out of the ſnare of 

the fowler : the ſnare ;s broken, and we are delivered. 
8 Our helpe ſtandeth in the name of the Lord, who 

hath made both the heauen and earth. 

| Thethankeſgiving ſet downe in the beginning 

' of the 6. verſe, 1s afcerward turther deſcribed. 

| 1 By therepctition of the cauſe or ground of 

the thankſgiuing, wz.the benefit receiued, which | 

15 ſet forth in two Iimilitudes, in the end of the 56. 

andin the 7. verſe. | 
2 By aneftect, it nota part, of char thanktul-| 


neſle, in the 8. vere, | 
| Firſt 


| 6 a'.1 ZL1.1, 
| 1 52.30.6. 


ge | 
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I Pet..3, 
Fom.2.3, 


The Py the | 
aoctrine : | 
Tat wee | 
mizhrt truſt in : 
lum 1n our | 
orcateſt extre- | 
mites, | 
2 Cor.1.9. 


2 Chron.20.1:. 


lalme, | 
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| 2, Members of 
this ſecond 
part. 
1. The thank(- | 
giving it (cite, | 
Whence arilc ; | 
Dot#.1. 
The minde 
opened to lee 
God in the 
benckt, ope« 
neth likewiſe 
the mouth to 


Comfortable Meditations 


© Eirftthen of the thankeſgivingit ſelte, and then 


The thankelpiuing it (clte in theſe words, Prat- 
ſed be the Lord. 


of the further illuſtration ot it. | 
| 

| 

\V here firſt note, how the Prophet as ſoone as 


| he had apprehended the goodnelle and mercy ot. 
| God in the deliverance of 1/raet, and in the tor- | 


mer verſes dcelcribed it, doth here preſently in titis | 
verſe breake forth into thunkeſgiuing for che 
ſame, Pſal 68.24. 72y haue ſeene,0 Godtiry c01p7s, 


thanke God 
| for the benefit 
; D/al.682 4. 


' Doctr .2. 
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the Loing's of my God and Anz, which art in the $an- 


ES , : | | 
| Cfaarie, that is, in their deluuerances, whereot be-: 


| torethey ſaw maniteſt tokens (as it were the very. 
| markes and prints of tizy tootſteps) of thy power 
and prouidence. But what followed vpon this 
their light ? Reade the next verſe : The fingers 
went before, the players of inſtruments after : inthe 
midſt were the maidens playing with timbrels. An, 
open eyethen to ſee Gods proutdence in thoſe 
blethings we receiue, cauſeth an open mouth to | 
magnihe that prouidence of God tor the ble{ling. 
And therefore thou that haſt ſo dumbe a mouth 
in prailing God, haſt buta darke eye in ſeeing the 
coins of God. Aman may ee and teele theout-, 
ward benefit it ſeite: bur this will not inlarge his | 5 
| heart to thankfulneſſe, vnieſſe he be ableto dif. | 
cerne God in the benefit, and to apprehend his | 
might, his mercy, his prouidence, his protection, 
his father!y both eye of watchtulncfie ouer, and 
bowels of compallion tuwards vs, as the orivinall 
cauſes thereot. — 
2 In this examp:e ot tac Prophet tet vs take | 
notice | 


- 


— 
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the 12.4. P/alme. 


] 


notice of that dutic which weowe to God for his | 


Thankeſgiuing | 
is dueto God | 
for all,\p« cially 


ſpeciall and extraordinary mercies, namely, to 
ofter the ſacrifice ot thankeſgiuing. No bleiling 
_ of God is there {o vluall, or {0 ſmall, which deſer- 
ucth not thankes, nay, which in truth doth not 


Nebem.g F. 
P{al 43.10, 


tarre excell abeue all thankeſgiuing and praiſe. For, 
45 4s name 8, {| namely inhnite] ſo bkewiſe is hs 
praiſe, namely his deſcrued praiſe. We then, be- 
112 {uch poore weaikiings as wee arc, finite crea- 
tures, can neuer yceld him infinite praiſes, anſwe- 
rableto his deſerts. But when God in his blefhings | 
inlargerh his gratiouſnclile, then mult weallſo, in 
our blefling his name tor them, proportionally in- | 
large our gratetulneſſe. And henceit 1s, that the 
people of God, as in their more then ordinary | 
troubles, haue exceeded in their mourning, by 
| holy faſting ; ſo vpon occalion of the more ſpect- | 
all and rare fauours of God, ſuch as come not | 
cucry day, they haue as much exceeded in their 
mirth by holy tcaſting ; whereot reade that of the 
Plalmiſt, The poore ſhall eate (namely at this holy 
teaſt of the ce'ebration of Gods mcrcies) and be 
[uisfied : they that ſecke after the Lord, ſhall praiſe. 
And to this pertaineth that which Dawid ſpeake'h 
of the cup of ſaluation in another place. | 
But becauſe the performance of this dutie is 
t0ught ouer-ealie ofmolt ; ler vs ſee wherein it 


thankſgiving 


arc required : 


coniiſteth : for that not euery one that ſaith, prati- 


'T. Grateſfulnes | 
of the perſon {| 
of the thankeſ- | 


ſedbe the Lord, is a true thankeſgiwer. 

Firſt, that thou maieſt well and worthily per- 
formethis dutie,is required the fitneſle of thy per- 
' ſon, that thou be meete in regard of thy perſon to 


giuer, 43 2 pre» | 


thankſgiving. 
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Mal.1.z. 


Fpheſ.5.18.19. 


—Y 
P/et 33.1. 


Izmes 2.10.11. 


Prou.17.7. 


a 


giue thankes, For if thy perlon be nor grarefull, 
that is, acceptable to God, thou canſt neuer be 
| truly gratetuil, that 1s, thanktull ro him. But 
' though thou ſhouldeſt ſpend all thy dayes in gi- 
uino of thankes, all this would be odious and 
 diſtaſtetull to him; ſo little thankes ſhouldeſt thou 
have at his hands for theſe thy thankes : the duzy7 
of thy ſacrifice ſhould be throwne in thy face. Th: 
' Apoltle would firſt haue thee tulhlled with the 
| ſpirit, as powertu!l to (tire thee vp to ſpiritual! 
toy in thankeſoiuing, as wine 1s to naturall or car- 
nail : and then, not betore, would he hceare thee 
ſinging Pſalmes, and gining thankes alwayes onto God 
| in the nawie of Ieſus Chriſt, 11 becommeth the pright 
| to be thankefull, ſaith Dauid. As who ſhould ſay,it 
| 15an vncomely thing tor a prophane man to giue 
| thankes.Vnh it is,that that mouth which viſually 
| blaſphemeth God, {hould alſo blefle God ; that. 
| out of that fountaine, which ſendeth forth ſuch 
| bitter bannings and curſed curlings, ſhould alſo 
| cometorth any ſweet and ſauoury words of blef- 
ling. The lip of excellencie (faith Salomon) becom- 
meth not a foole, no morethen /yim? doth 4 worthy 
(that is, a wile) man, oppolite to his too'e. Good 
words loſe their grace and reliſh in the toule 
mouth of a too'e, To him therctore God ſaith, 
| What haſt thou to doe,to take my name(which is holy) 
inte thy mouth, (which is toule and filthy) cither 
in prateror praiſe? We our ſelues would not wil-: 
 lingly be praiſed by men praiſeleſſe, and wholly | 
| worthietle : much lefſe then ſhould God be prat- 
{ed by vnworthy men, May nothe, as well as we, 
| account 


| 
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account their praiſe a diſpraiſe and ſtaine tothis 
olory? This was thereafon why Chrilt would not 
' ler the deuils {peake his wy he needed not 
the praiſe of the impure : neither i praiſe ſeemely in 
the mouth of a ſinner. Therefore it wee would be 
meet inſtruments of ſounding forth Gods praiſe, 


— 


we mult be firlt ſ{unRihed, and ( fer in righttune | n:gue im pe- 


by God himleite. Dawidtheretore, though a man 
already ſandtthed, yet in regard of his fall, think- 
ing himſelte both vaworthy and vnable to praiſe 
| God, feelingas it were his mouth ſtopped with 
thoſe his more grieuous finnes, calleth tor God, 
'as it were with a cole trom his akar to touch his 
' tongue, and with his key to vnlocke the doore of 
his {2 : Lord open thou my lips, 4nd my mouth ſhall 
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| T heophyl.in 


| Luc.q. Nom fonit ' 


<4 amonia loqui, 
_ quia non 1nd + 
| gebat nmmwn. 


dorwm laude : 


| cboſa lawns m 
ore peccatorys. 


ſhew forth thy praiſe. As long thenas a man lies in 
' his {inne, hee is 4s nay, his mouth is 
[muſled, and his lips ſealed and claſped. Looke 
then how vnpleaſant the voice of aliſping tongue-! 
tied ſtutterer 13, or the noiſe of him that offereth 
to ſpeake with his mouth {hut ; ſo with Godare 
the thankſgiuings of the vngodly.For a man can- 
not ſay that Teſus is the Lord; [namely fo, that 
| Chriſt ſhould indeed be glortfied by tins ſpeech] 
but by the ſpirit, with whom the wicked haue no 
acquaintance. 

Secondly , being thus prepared , the duties 
[which thou muſt performe arerheſe : | 

The firſt belong to thy hart. There muſt thank- 
fulneſſe begin, as David ſaith, Ay heart i prepa- 
red,ny heart is prepared, 0 God : Twill ſing, and giue 
praiſe. Vnleſſe the inſtrument of thy heart,and the 


ſtrings 


1 Cor.12. 3. 
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[ 1. Duties to 
be performed 
after this pre- | 


paration ;6 


Which are 


[. Ofthe heart. 
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Eſay 19.18, 


Tacit bifs.lib.z. 
| Letitam & | 
| gratulatimem | 
, wwlte ferens, 
| aNImmG 4nxius, 


And theyare 


theſe - 


| I. SETIOUS ag- 
; nizing and re- 
. COgNizIng of 
| Gods metcics. 


| 
- 


firings thereof be firſt well tuned, the long of the 
ronoue, though neuer {o pleaſant,is diſtuned,and 
allthe melody thereof marred : like as if the kil. | 
full Muſitian, whileſt he 1s ſinging, though neuer | 
fo ſweetly, thould play vpon a diſtunedinftru- | 
| ment, thereby the grace of his ſong is allo loſt. 
That which an euill and harth ſounding inltru- 
ment is to a good voice, that 1s an vnthanktu!l 
heart to-a thanktull mouth. Therefore the Apo- 
ſtle maketh all the melodie of ſpirituall mirth in 


thankſgiuing to come from the heart : _ | 


Epbeſ'5.19. | Unto your ſelues in Pſalmes, and hymnes,and [birituall 
| ſongs, fingmg, and (that you ling not in Gods. 


eare,as many,out ot tune) making a melodie in your 
hearts to the Lord. Many falſe ones there are 
among vs, that with repining hearts grudgeand | 
you that this treaſon rooke no better ; who yet | 
et a good face vpon it, aſſuming to themſelues ! 
the face and faſhion of reioycers, and teaching 
their tongues to /peake the language of Canaan, in 
thankeſgiuing : lixe Rufus, that came to Yicellius 
after his yiforie, carrying (as Tacitus ſpeaketh) | 
1oy and gratulation in his countenance, but heanineſſe 
his hears. T his praiſing of God is of no price, 
becauſethe heart reclaimes againſt the mouth,and. 
bires in the words of thankeſgiuing vttered by ir. | 
But what are the ations of a thankfull heart ? 
They are theſe.: 'N 
Firlt, the agnizing, ſerious recoomizinge and re- 
counting the mercies of God, and bis power, pro-, 
uidence, goodneſle, wifedome, and ſuch like pro- | 


k 
| 


perties in them. An example hcreof wee haue in | 
Dama, 
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David, who in that Plalme of thankelgiuing for 
the ordinary workes of Gods creation, in the 
through-notice hee tooke of Gods wiſedome in 

them, crieth out Epiphonematically, O Lord, how |? /al.104. 

mantfold are thy workes, in wiſedome haſt thau made © 

them all ! ſhewing his thanktulneſle by his agni- | 

zing of Gods wiſedome. | 

Secondly, the reſting and reieycing of the heart | :-Reſting of 

in them, in regard of that ſweet comfort and con- | Pex _ 
tentation it findeth in them. Pal. 94- 1.4. # & 4 | tentation in ; 

ood thing to fing praiſe, (xc. fer thou Lord haſt made ' _ 

me pled by thy workes. And in the 16, Plalme, | EO 
which is a Plalme euchariſticall, this fs as it 
were of the heart about the benefat, an Þ Linde 
welcomming of it, is notably expreſled, verle 6. | 

The lines are fallen onto mee in pleaſant places: 1 haue | Pſal.16.6, 
4 gooaly heritage. Surely the diſcontented heart, 

that cannot be ſatisfied with the liberalitieof God 

in his benefits, is an vnthankfull heart,: - | 

' Thirdly, the reciprocation of like affeftion to, z. Reflexion 

' God, when the heart returneth the ſame affeRti- —— 

ons to God, for the benefit which God hath wit- 

'neſſed to her in the benefit, melting in kindneſle 

towards him,and grieving at her inabilitie of ma- | 

king any 1uſt requitall, T his was in David, when | 

' he fd, 1 loue the Lord, becauſe hee hath beard my 

prayer. And afterward, what ſball ] retribuse, exc. | : 

' how few are the hearts thus affetioned to God ? ow + 

Fourthly , the hope and confidence of our | ofthe heare 

(hearts, whereby vpon experience of Gods former 


in God for 
| mercies and power, _— and as it were rolling 
we ſtill 


. "S | came, 
continue to giue him | >(a.37, 


'. the 


thetimecto 
our ſelues vpon him, 
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duty. 


| Gen 49.6, 


30.13- 


Generaliy. 


Specially, 


| thineſſe, 
Matth.6. 


AG en. Z2-10, 


tongue, whoſe 


x Theſſ.5.18. 


P/al.16 9.@ 


our ſciues :in { 
1. Confeſhon | 
of Gods yor- 


2. Of onr ovwne 
rnwor:hinefle. 


ad 


the praiſe of his ſtrength and goodneſle. Therfore | 
ſo ſoone as the Prophet ha laid, Praiſed be the 
| Lord, which hath not g*c. he addeth in the 8. verſe, 
' asit wereto declare how hee praiſed the name of 


the Lordzovr helpe flandeth in the name of the Lord. 


But of this point more {hall be ſpoken in the ope- 
ning of the 8. verſe. 


part in thankſgiving, (which is that thankſpiuing | 
tongue ſucceedeth, and 


ten called in Scripture. 
Generally the tongues duty and part is to be as 
t were but the Echo of the heart, refleting and 


reſounding the ſame notes which the heart alrea- 
die hath vttered. 


| concerne others. 


[. RefpeRting | Our (eines, theſe : 
1. Confeſlton (as we are commgnged in that ab-! 

our Saujour) of, 
Gods kingdome and power, and fo conſequently: 


| ſolute forme of thankſgiuing by 
of that glory which for both is due vnto him. 


and truth which God hath ſhewed vs. This is a 


cls abaſe our ſelues : or ele (which is the ſpeciall 


— -- ww _— 


A 


| matter in 
the glory 


| Secondly, when the heart hath thus done her 


the Apoſtle meancth, ſaying, 1n«ll things, or in all 
ttmes, that is, continually, give thankes) then the 

Corndeth the heart in this 
holy duty,and ſo becommeth the beſt member of 
the whole body, euen the glory thereof, as it is of- 


| More ſpecially yet to ſpeake of them ; ſome. 
there are which concerne our ſelues:others which 


2. Confeſſion of our owne unworthineſſe, by rea- 
ſon of our ſinnes, euen of the leaſt of the mercy 


neceſſary point in right thankſgiuing,that we doe| 


matter 
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ater in thankſgiuing)wedo not wholly giueall | 
he glory to God. This was the errour of the Pha- 
tie his thank{giving,taat it wanted this nullifying 
ot himſclte ; 7 thanke thee, O God, that 1 am not as 1k 18. 
rthers;I giue almes;1 pay tithe of all 1 hawe;1 faſt twiſe 
n the weeke,g>c.Loe how he crakes;marke how he | 
exalreth & dignitieth himſelte.Bur in true thank(: | 
ziuing, all the glory muſt be aſcribed to God ; 
which cannot be wel done, without the wilifhing of 
>ur {elues. Hence conteſhon of (ins is called the gi- | 
111g of glory to God. 7oſhua calling vpon Achan to 
:otelle his in, ſaid, Ay ſen,gime glory to God. And 19.,, 
{/r4 prouoking the 1/raelztes to the ike duty,laid, 
'e haue treſpaſſed agamnſt the Lord,g>c. now therefore E/ra 10.10.11, 
iue praiſe to the Lord. I heretore we {hall ſee how | 
ac holy men, in prailing God for his mercies, | 
Jaue praiſed him in this manner. Dazid giuing | 
hankes for that gratious promiſe of eſtablithing 
he kingdome in his houſe, ord (faith he) who am 
, or what u my fathers houſe ? And in the Plalmes | 
112mitying Gods glory in the rich turnitureofthe | 
/hole world for mans vſe, Lord (faith he) what w P/at8. 
1an, that thou ſhouldeſt thus remember him. ? Hee 
10ught he could not ſufficientlyamplitie & mag- | 
fic Gods glory,but by extenuating and minilh-| 
1, yea, wholly depreſſing of mans. It then, in a Applicition of 
oht manner wee would thanke God for this our = FIT 
te deliuerance,wee muſt with humbie hearts ac- cc_ 
nowled&cour own deſert,not only of the danger | 
/e were in,but allo of the euill it ſelte, whereot we | 
ere in dancer,name!y,that wee had deſerued tor | 
ur cold loue & ſimple ctertainment of the Go-| 
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| I 1. Others : 


| which are, 


1, Commcmo- } 
| ration of Gods 
mercics Vito 


1 pr 
LIiCiN, 


| T- al. > ?o 


\ {X'C,13,t4. 


2». Provacation 
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Comfortable Meditations 
ſpeil,that the candleftick Inould haue beene remo- 
ued, the throne of Gods glory calt downe, Anti- 
chrilts throne and the altar of Damaſcus ercctcd in 
the temple,and ſv all thoſe {weet ſp:rituall mercies 
ſhut wp in diſpleaſure. Yeanot only thoſe,but cuen 
the temporal al{o,that the Lord lhould haue ſwept 
Vs 4way With the beeſome of deſtructio,ſtretching oner 
w's the line of Samaria, (> the plummet of the houſe of 
Ababwipins England as a man wipeth a diſh, which he 
wipeth,c> turncth it vpſide aowne. Thus it we thall 
give our {clues the thame of our owne merits and 


deſcruings,we ſhall in ſo doing giue vnto God the 


C YL 


due and delerued glory of his mercy. T he ofhce 
ot the tongue in thankſgiuing reſpecting others,is 

1 Acommemoration or annutnciation of Gods 
mercies vnto them,ot which Dauid {peaketh often 
in the Plalmes, 7 wall declare thy name tomy bre- 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


thren, in the middeſt of the congregation 1Wis, praiſe. 


thee. And this was inioyned the /ſraelites (as that 
waerein they were to declare their thanktuineſ{c) 


to rehearſe vnto their clularen the manner of 


their deltuerance trom the « £2yp:7an boitdage. 
2 Ihatwhichis the end ot the tormer, a pro- 
uocation and excitation of others to this duty. [r 


the which Danuids zcale 13 ſo exceilive, that he cal- 
eh not onely vpon men, but bcatts alſo, yea, the 
ſenſciefſecreatures, as the heaucens and earth, that 


racy thould fer torth the prailcot the Lord. True 


tanktulneſſe 15 not onely 792»2anent inthe thank(-: 
g'ucr,but allo in a manner tranſient,in that it pro-; 
pagateth, or at leaſt laboureth to propagate the: 


like thankfulneſfe vnto others, 


| 
And! 


_ — 


_————_— I, 
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on the 12.4. Pſalme, | 9? 


| And thusarewee to praiſe God with our lips, 
which Hoſes calleth the rendring of the calues of ſea r1 1, 
our lips. | 
There remainerh yet a third ation,to make vp 111. Ofour 
this duty of thankſgiuing,and that is, when to the 11s 
verball thankſgiuing ot our lips we ioynethe reall 
thankſgiuing otour kues,by the renued obedience © 
thereot gloritying his name. Otherwiſe our lip- 
labour is loit-labour and in vaine, zf yet loſt onely 63.3.4. 
and 2 waime,and not allo bringing much lofle and | 
dammage vnto vs, as being a teartull taking of his | :xe4.29. 
holy name in vaine,which he may not let goe vn- | 
punithed. | 
This praiſing of God with our lies, is either | r. Sacrificed | 
when the corruptions of our life are facriticed, | m2 
waich is zwortification,that euchariſticall ſacrifice the | phip.z, 17, 
Apoltle meaneth, Ro.12.1.0r our liter ſelte, which | 1A opai, | 
is martyrdome, called by S. Paula ſacrifice. And | 
lurely no other ſacrifice can it be then of thank(- | 
giving. And no better ſacrifice ofthis kinde can | 
there be then this, wherein we may ſeeme to make | 
ſome ſhew of like retributio;for wheras God hath | 
piuen vs his Sons body and bloud, where-from as | | 
out of a tfountaineall other mercies ſpring;here1n | 
martyrdome,tor this we returne vnto God the eu- 
charilticall ſacrificeof our owne body and bloud. 
But of this kind of prailing God with our lives, | 2. S2nQified 
[ mcanenot to ſpeake at this time,as not being fo | © 797 
pertinent to our preſent purpole. I herefore to rc- ! 
rurne vato the former kind of prailing God with | 
our liues,not martyred by perſecutors, but mort1- | | 
fied by the ſpirit, with our lives(I ſay)retinedand | | 
H 2 reformed, | | 
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ture bears vpon it,as an effenriall & principal part } 
of thankſpgiuing. T ke queſtion 1s made in one. 
Pſalme concerning the thankfull man,}4/þo can cx. 
preſſe the noble a(ts of the Lord, and ſet forth all hi 
praiſe? the anſwer is made in the words tollowing, 
 Bleſjed are they that keep iudgement e* do righteou "0 | 
' As if hee ſhould ſay, none areable to render con- 
 digne praiſe vnto the Lord: bur it any come neere 
1t,it 15 they thar lead a holy & vprivhe ite. So Eſra 
to the Iſraelites, Gine praiſe tothe Lord, Puthow 
; muſt that be done?do his will,put away your ſtrange 
' wines.So the Plalmiſt, praiſe waiteth for God in S10n 
| Yea,but what is this praiſe?To thee the vow ſhall be 
per formed, which ſpecially is to be vndcritood of 
the morall vowot new obedience. As alſo that of 
Tons, 1 will ſacrifice with the voice of thankeſqining : 
1 will pay that 1 haue vowed. Among(it men now | 
 adates this promiſe, 7 4/ be thankfull,is vnderſtood | 
as weil of the thanktulneſle of the purſc, of mony- | 
thankfulnes,as month-thankfulnes.T he which inter- 
 pret:tion & expeRation of thank fulneſle, thouch | 
it Le not approueabie (for the molt part) among | 
, men, yet God, waen wee promule thanktulneile, | 
| may1in!ty expect, beftdes this wordy,alſo an actual | 
tianxtunes, the offering the calues of our lands, 
4s or our lips,thepaying,though not of mony, yet | 
| of our vowes, ſpecially the vow ot our baptiſme. 
Otherwiſe God wil account vs ſo muchthe more 
vnthankfull, by how much wee exceede in our 


I —— cnoughof it ſeltc)hypocrilie, 
that 


—_——_ 


verball thankſpiuing; for herein we adde vnto vn- | 


| 
| 
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on the 12.4. Plalme. | 6 3 " 


| 


that is more odious;6 not being content in bein 
 1m1urio1s tO God,in denying him his right, we will 
| alſy-be contumelious in making faire of giuing it, | 
' when wee meane nothing lefle ; then the which; | 
| 
| 
| 


' what can bea greater mockery ? Would we then 
approve our thanktulnes to God for this his late 
mercy & kindnes? ſee then that thou anſwere him 
in kindnes. As he hath done ſomething tor thee, . 
lo dothou ſomething tor him and his | nk he. 
hath renuedvnto thee all the former comtorts of | 
thy lite which thou enioyedſt,{o do thou now like- | 
wile renue thy tormer obedience and repentance. 
But itis otherwiſe with mot. It going on in {inne | 
witha hard and impenitent heart,if in the ſtrength | | 
vt theſe mercies of God lately renued vnto vs, to 
' renue our former wickedneſle,and o to ſerue the 
' Devill with a ioytul & merry heart, be true thank- 
tulneſle,then indeed we haue abundantly ſhewed 
our ſelues thanktull ; and how can any challenge 
vs for,or vpbraid vs with vnthankfulneſſe? But it 
true thankfulneſſe conliſt in that we haue ſhewed, 
how haue we then obeyed that commandement, j 
which after deliverance granted to our pralers,re- 
quireth glorifying of Gods name ? or how can wee | P/al. $6.15. 
treeour ſelues from that imputation which the A- 
poltle calteth vpon the heathen, not honouring 
God in their liues,according to the knowtedge of 
| him in their mindes? They glorified not God,netthey | kem.x. | 
were they thankefull.May we not iuftly be checked 
in the matter of thankſpiuing,as thoſe Tewes were | 
in the matter of humiliation? Wilt thou call this a | 
thankfulneſle acceptable to the Lord, ro glawer on | [ra ;8. | 
H 2} me 
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me 4 day or two with thy ſmooth tongue and taw- 
ning lips? to teed me with a tew ſweet and ſuyred 
words ? Is this the thank(piuing that I have requi- 
red,to haue faire words giuen me, & toule deeds ! 
that you thould couer your hatred of me with lying 


lips?that affording me words ſofter then butter,you | 
{hould yet nourith warre 11 your hearts againlt | 
me, and that (hortly atter in ttead of theſe horny & | 


ozlie words, I ſhould heare words as the prickenes of 
ſwords 1n my tides; the ſame teeth biting me with 


blaſphemie,that cre-while bleſſed me with words | 
ot thankſgiuing. It we feare the {cucritie of this 1uit | 
reprehen(10n,why doe we ſtill continue vnthank- | 


full? thinke we that this vice 1s not as odious with 


God, as 1t 15 with men, who haue accounted it a | 
bundle & fardell ot all other vices ? Nay, wee may | 


aſlure cur ſelues that ingratituae 1s lo much the 


more odious to God then man,by how much ora- 


{unde 15 more due to him then to man;man being 
only ſometimes a Conduit-pipe to conuey the biel- 
lng vato vs, whereas God alwayes is the fountarne 
trom whence all ble{hngs come.Or louke we that 


cucr thoſe bieffings ſhould be bleſſed ro vs, or 


tarive with vs, which wee vſurpingly ſeaze vpon, 


without paymng God firſt his impoſt?nay ſurely,as 
thanktulnetle ro God for our afflictions turneth 


taem into blefſings(wherof 196 yeeldeth a memo- 
rable example) ſo on the other (ide, vnthanktul- 
nctle tor good is no lefſe powertul to turne mercies 
1nto muſeries,blefiings into curſes, whereof wee may 


—_ 


, behold an exampleasfearfull as famous, in Sena- 


 charib,and in the Sodomites.In Sexacharib,who was 
for 
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torno other end paſſed ouer by the Angell, then 

that he might be reſerued as a prey tor the cru elty 
ot his owne ſons. Had it not beene better tor Sena- 
charib to haue died in company inthe field,by the ' 

and of the deſtroying Angell, then eſcaping that | 
{troke, to be lingled out afterward todie alone in | 

the houſe ot his god, by the hand of his ſons ? In 

the Sodomites allo, whom it pleaſed God to reſcue | 6mm 14. 
together with Lot, out of the hands of their ene- 

mics : But becauſetheir hearts werenothing mo- 

ued nor molliftied with this kindneſle, ſee what fol- 

lowed atter. This their preſeruation was bur a re-. 

{eruation of them for further & farre more feartul 


1udements, when as {hortly after God from hea- rem. 1.18, 


wen reuealed his wrath, in raining downe hre and , 6119. 
brimſtone vpon them. Had it not been farre better | 
tor them to haue periſhed in the hand of thoſe 
Kings, then being treed from that captiuitie, to 
trie afterward in thoſe ſulphureous flames, the | 
fore-runners and beginnings of the eternal flames | 
of that vnquenchable fire? So ſhall itfare with-all | 
(uch, that notwithſtanding this their deliuerance, 
continue in their {ins,imitating the bealtly Juſts &, 


lives of thoſe impure and vnnaturall Sodomntes, 


whoſe wine is of the wine of Sodome, and of the Vines Dent.z1.31. 


of Gomorrah; whole grapes are grapes of gall,C+ their 
cluſters bitter : better had it been for ſuch to have 

been conſumed with that gunpowder of the Trai-| 
 tors,then eſcaping thar fire,to heape wp wrath,that | Rew.2 5, 
13, fuell to feed, and ſo further ro inrage the fire of | 
Gods wrath againſt them in hell tor ever. But it 
' we {hall ſhew our ſelves thankfull in tha ſort that 
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hach beene deſcribed,then we ſhall finde in ahap. 
pic CXPCrience of our owne, the truth of that ſay. 
| Mcerſus gratia- 11g, The aſcending of 0ur gratefulneſſe to God, s the, 
rum de cents aeſcending of Gods grationſneſ/e to Vs, 1 his mercy | 
_— being thus ſ{caſoned and fanCtihed to vs by our 
| thankfull entertainment thereot, [hail be a pawne 
and pledge of turther and thole greater mercies. 
| God that hath begun with our enemies, wiil alſo 
| make an end: he thar deliuercd vs from the Beare, 
| will alſo deliver vs from the Lion, yea even trom 
 thatroaring Lion, the arch-enemy of our laluati- 
\27im41s. | On, and from exery euill worke, and ſo referue ws for | 
| his exerlaſting kingdome.But it thou procced on {til | 
' inthy fins, not tceling thy heart any thing bowed 
' or bettered,this deliuerance,as it is an vndoubted 
|  figneof thy being already delivered vp-to the in-| 
| 
| 


curable and incorrigible hardneſſe of thy impeni- | 

tent heart : ſo likewiſe is 1t an ominous preſage- | 

| Afumein fam. MEnt of ſome greater milchicte that awayteth | 

war. thee, tharin thee the prouerbe may be true, from... 
| A cimertibus 87 h þ j 4 | h P CM 

the ſmoake 1m the flame, and (as the Prophet ſpca- 


| ce bones, 


| Ames 5.19.  Keth) fromthe Lion tothe Beare, or Serpent. And 
{ The z.mwm- thus muck tor the thankſpwing it ſeife : let vs 


ber,thedelcp- _ HR . as. 5 : 
Lonofthe Comets the deſcription therot,whichis two-told. 


| chanklawing. | The iirſt is trom the repetition of the cauſe of 


ao Ry recnepe- their Thankſgiving,namely,the benetic of their de- 
| cauſerbereof, liucrance, through Gods helpe, out of the hands 

- | by . > . . 
| heir dctue- | of their aduerſaries, the which is ſer forth by a' 


| T3ACe, let tort! 


| by >. liouts: | JOUD'e f1militude. | 
| tudes, | The firſt is in the end of the 6. verſe, which haſt, 
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om he deli}. FOE geHen Vs 4s 4 prey ts their teeth:wherin their de-) 
| verarceoiihe \IIUErance is reſembled to the deliverance of the! 
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profitable harmeleſſe beaſts, from the violence of | profitable 
the rauenous bealts, as Lions, Beares, &c. See |;j.. Sony 
| Amos 3.12. And here itisto be marked, that in | »fthe wile 
this [1miiitude licth couched an argument , to | =_ TALES 
' proue theaſſumption of the Plalmiſts argument, | w.athce 
- namely, that by Gods helpe onely they were pre- 
ſerued. The aryument is thus : | 
| Hethatalonecould haue deſtroyed vs,and yet 
didnot, he is the onely cauſe ot our preſeruation. 
This is wanting. 
But God could haue deſtroyed vsalone,and yet 

| would not. This 1s included in theſe da ak 
| hath not ginen Vs 4 4 prey - in which, as thelatter | 
part, that God did not deſtroy them, is dire&ly afhr- | 
\med ; ſo the tormer, that God, if he would, nicht 
haue giuen them into their enemies hands, and ſo de-. 
| lroyed them, is neceſlarily implied. This 1s the 
force of the firſt ſimulitude. | | 
W hich ſetteth betore our eyes firſt of all, char| Do. 1. 
| which in the former part of the Plalme hath alrea- | Cn 
dy beene largely handled, namely, the crueltie of thei. 
Sions aduerſaries. In which regard they have the bend be 
| fore, but here 


teeth,yea {harpe & keen teeth,and ſtrong grinders  inlargedvich 
of fierce and turious beaſts here giuen vnto them. | (ome varictic 
What ſtrength is1n | uch teeth,ſce Dan.6.2 4. Now | of meditation, 
fooke with what violence thoſe Lions there brake 
[the bones of thole caſt into their dens, with the | 
ſame would theſe our late Lions in mans ſhape ; 
[have cruſhed vs, had not God digged our thoſe : 
teeth of theirs, & made them toothles. And looke 
how hungerly & fauorly the wild beatt fals to his 


prey, and with how great delight he deuoures it, 
it 


— 


— 
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Comfortable Meditations 
it being bis meatand ſuſtenance; with no leſle de- 
| light would they haue (wallowed down vs: which 
' one of them (as wee heard) was notalnamed to 
' profeſſe,ſaying,he would goe and ſee the fport.C 4- 
Plotarchin | ſar yet wept when he ſaw the head of Pompey his | 
Ceſar. enemy : but theſe wretches would cuen have ted | 
| their bloud-thirſtie eyes with the moſt miſerable. 
ſpectacle of the deathof a whole kingdome,as the 
tadr.16.25- | Philtins did theirs with beholding Samſons blind-! 
Tacithif.1b.3. | neſle ; and that vile 7tellizes proteſted hee did his 
-—mpp-4 '£: | with ſeeing thedeath of Blew his ſuppoled enc- | 
vox, qua 2a | mie. Such is the ſiveetneſſe that the murtherous 
enim v-rbare- | eyes of thole cruel] monſters take in luch itphts, 
bg '* |thatitis farre more pleaſant and deletable vnto. 
| ſpefats invrici | them,then {leepe it (elte; inſomuch that they can-. 
| - 4 not ſleepe,vnlefle they hawe done ewll, & their ſlcepe. 
| Proy.4,16. es 
departeth, wnleſſe they cauſe ſome to fall. But and it. 
| they haue ſuch Crocodile eyes, ſs full of 5l0#d, as , 
though with them alonethey would murther vs, : 
what {hal we thinke of their mouthes? It their eyes 
long, no maruell if their teeth water after their j 
' prey. Here it will not be enough to hill the eye,&| 
 thegreedy appetite therot,vnleile theſe teerh here | 
| mentioned be allo latished, and the belly it (elte, 
| that crauing ſepulchre, be fatiated. Afſuredly, 
C- bread giues not that contentment to the hungry 
Plat bod. {tomacke,that bloud doth to theirs: Doe wot all the | 
| Tremel, rcadeth * <FOIO "1 
be place workers of iniquitie (laith the Prophet) know that 
 lomerhing | they eat VP my people as they eat bread ? we may lay 
| otherwiſe : bat | Eur popilh agents, As they eat their breaden 50d | 
| euen (o it ſer- TER £0. 
uethforths | AN 1S1t any maruel then it they haue teeth tor vs, 
; Our purpoſe. heir enemies, when they haue teeth tor the-ren- | 


ding | 


68 


— ——— — —_ — - - 


——_— —— —_— 


onthe 1 24. | 69 | | 


— 


ding and tearing in peeces,not only of their owne | 

friends, whom they were purpoſed to haue cut off 
together with ours, bur alſo of their owne Gad, 

whole pretious body & bloud they themſelves are 

not alhamed to protetle that they champe with 

their tecth Polyphem-like, cuen then when they 

would ſeeme to be Gods guelts at that holy ſup- 

per. No miaruell it thoſe teeth whichare fo inured 

daily to the grinding of their gods, make no bones 

at men : what mercy can they ſhew to men, that 7» 12-Metaph, 

areſo vamercitul ro their owne god,asto put him m_—_— 
to death berwixt their owne teeth ? Athing fo | rlig.lb.4.c.18. | 

ſcandalous in the eye of Awerroes the Mahume- | Prem ons | 

. : m— nd#- 

tan, that it. cauſed him to ſay, Since the Chriftians | cam Dewm quens | 

eate him whom they worſhip for their God,letmy ſoule | <dorant, fit an | 

be with the Philoſophes s. o bileſopb. | 

| This muſt teach vs to pray, Giue n9t the ſouleofi 3({c1. | 
thy turtle doue to the beaſt. \\i\| thole teeth ſticke at | Prayer. | 
Gods turtle doue , which protcfle themſelues | 2/749: 
[harpned for God himfeite ? And though they 2 
(harpen and prepare their teeth tor vs, yet may A—_— of 
we not diſcourage our ſelues. For the moremad |. more their | 
they grow, the more mercitull will God be vnto | madnellera+ | 

vs, & the nearer may we per[wade our ſelues that | 8*- | 
the time of their reſtraint is: well may we promiſe | 
r9 our ſelues, that God will breake the teeth and | 
1awes of theſe Lions, when wee ſee them lo feare- | | 
fully roaring, & hercely _— ater their prey. | 
For God giueth this asa reaſon why he would re- | 
preſſe Sexacharibs violence againſt 1ſrael, becaule | | 

1t was growneto that exceſle & extremitie: / know \Vpsa | 

(faith God) thy dwelling, thy going out and thy com-| 8. | 

ming 
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Yſe 1. 


| t Pet 4.19. 
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rageſt againſt me, and thy tumult u come wp to mine 
—_ Poill put my hooke in thy noſtrils, and my bridl: 
| ' in thy lips. And Dauidtheweth,that then is the ſea-| 


| Truſt in God | 


—@—_— KK 


" Comfortable Meditations | 


$ 
| 
' 


— 17 in, an d thy fury apdinſt me. And becauſe thou 
| 


| 
fon for God to worke tor his Church againſt the | 
enemies, when things areat the worlt. 17 i thyme: 
' for thee to warke, O Lord, for they hane almoſt de-' 
| ſlroyed thy Law. The rage then of our aduerſaries' 
| crweltie may yeeld comfort emo vs, as 4 preſage of 
their ruine at hand : for no violent thing & perpetuall, 
And when Sathan in his inſtruments beginneth [9 to 
fterme and take on, it is an argument, hee percei- 
ueth hs time « but ſhort. 
But tor our comfort againſt this crueltie of our 
| aduerſaries, we learne here further, tharour lives, 


though neuer ſo much ſought for by them, are 
not yet in their hands, bur in the hands of God, 
and at his diſpoling, which hath not giuen vs a5 4 


prey wnto their teeth, Wee are then in Gods hand, 


| their hands,vnleſſe God paſſe vs out of his hands, 
and ſogiue vs vnto them. 


| The conlideration hereof ſerueth : 


| God, committing our ſoules to himas 4 faithful 
| Creator, and keeper of them,when they are aimed 
| at byany wicked aduerſaries. When Davids ene- 
mies conſpired againſt him, and conſulted ro take 
away his lite, yer he truſted in God,and ſaid,7hou 
art my Gag. But what was the ground of this his 
truſt? Readethe words following : 72y Limes are in 
| thine hands, and not in mine enemies: whereupon 
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| the ſureſthand that can be, and cannot come into 


Firſt, ro make vs truſt in God, and call vpon | 


| 
| 


, 


| 
| 


| 
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he alſo praiethin the next words, Deliner me from 
the hand of mine enexnes, (>. | 
| Secondly, to comtort vs in the greateſt rage of | 
 Ourenemics: weare in Gods hands,in whoſe hands Comfort in 
' x 04 breath, and all our wayes : hee is Lord both of *\4angers, 
life and death ; who, as he is the onely giver,lo allo TY 
the onely taker away of our lite : no enemies, 

'thongh neuer ſo many and mighty, are able to 

take vs by force out of his hands : hee muſt wil- 

lingly part with vs, and giue vs (as herethe Pſal- 

[milt {peaketh) before they can ger the fingering 


| 


of vs. Tye conldeſt haue no power ouer me((aid our 1.19.11, 

' Sawtonr to Pilate) wnleſſe it were giuen thee from. | 

 aboge. It the deuill cannot hurt the leaſt pigge, | 1aub.8.z1, 
without leaue giuen of God, how then ſhall any 

'of his 1mpes be able without this leaue to hurt the | 

Church of God ? Are not they farre weaker then 

their maſter and tather the deuill himſelte ? and 14h. 26; 
\4re not wee farre worthicr and of much greater 

value then ſwine? | 
 Thairdly,to teach vs patience when wee are vn-. 

der the hands of any of theſe aduerſaries: for how Patience. 
'cou'd wee come there, vnlefſe God had giuen vs, 

 vato them? And if it be Gods doing,then we mult | 

| be dumbe, and ſay nothing, becauſe he will doe no- | P/al.zg. 
thing bur for our good: if he doe giue vs asa prey | 
to their teeth, it is, thar being Gods corne, being 
there grinded, we might make good bread : as 1g- 
'natis, to be martyred by the wilde beaſts, ſaid, 7 
am the bread of the Lord,and muſt be ground with the —— . 
teeth of the Lions,that 1 may beclean bread for C hrift, | 39 


| who is the bread of life for me. We arc Goas _ | 1 Cor, 3.9. 
MF. 
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Comfortable Meditations | 


| 
| | 
om [2-2 : 1 
| drie. If he giveth vs when wee aretallow ground, 
into the hands of theſe plowers,and luffer them to 
Pſal.n29.3- | make long furrowes wpon our backes, Its, thar hee 
| himſelfe may goe betore this plough, as a Seedl- 
' man, ſowing that ſeed which atterward trucity- 
ing, may yeeld a goodly crop vnto himlelte. 
| Thus much for the firſt fimilitude : let vs now 
fromthe deli» | COME to the ſecond; wherin their deliuerance is li- 
+ 2a 2+" | kened to thedeliucrance of a bird out of the ſnare 
| ſnare. | of a fowler:whercin the aduerlaries are compared 
to fowlers,their ſubtil deuices to [nares,the church 
to a bird,& the danger of the church,by theſe ad-! 
uerlaries,to the danger ofa bird taken in the ſnare. 
Now in this {imilitude there is ſomething more 
—_ then in the tormer. There Gods not giuing them 
ny  vnto their aduerſaries was mentioned: here his ta-| 
| king or ſnatching them out of their hands, bcing 
| as it were already giuen vnto them, There onely 
| their deliverance from their enemies : here ouer 
and beſides that, the confuſion of their enemies, 
. The ſnare is brokey. | 
| <tr wah  Wherewe may obſerue,that though chiefly we 
reioycing both AE £0 FE1OYCe.in Our owne good,and the gracious! 
in Gods mercy biefling of God vpon our ſelues; yet we may,nay 
mr wee ought in this our ioy to haue a ſecondary re-' 
| encmics.  pect to rhe tuft indgements of God vpon our 4d- 
| uerſaries ; though indeede not ſo much ours as 
| Gods. In the former verſe the Prophet iniifted on- : 
ly vpon the tormer point,praiſed te 1he Lord which 
 Þ4th not ginen Vs as 4 prey wnt8 thcir tecth ; he faith 
| not, Ich hath dinod out their tecth, or, broke their 
| 1aw-bogzs:out Irene infiſterh alſo vpon thelatter, 
prailing 


2. Similitude | 


| How it diffe- 
reth, from the 
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prailing God,not only for their eſcapingout of the” 


{nare,bur alſo for the breaking of the ſnare it ſelfe. 


| 


| 


F 
: 
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Let vs learn then from this method of the P{al- | 1+ Part of the 


mit, to allot the fir{tlings,yea,the better and big- 
ver part ot our ioy,vnto Gods mercy towards our 
(c:ues;and then that which remaineth therof may 
well be beltowed vpon us iuſtice t9wards our c- 
nemies. For,the {ceeing of Gods wrath vpon them 
5 but cold comtort, without the feeling of Gods 
ooodnefle on our lelues. What good will our foes 


milerics doe vs,it we our (elues be doubtfullot our 


owne happineſle, and fearctull alſo of fellow(hip 
- with themin that their miſerie? What good would 
it do the child to ſee the rod throwne into the tire, 


ifhe himſelfe ſhould be throwne in after it ? May 


1t not then be laid to him,which the Prophet ſpea- 


 GOcErine Cones : 


c:rning retoye | 


cing in Gods 
mercy to vs 

crefly,and in 
(14 Uirſt place, 


keth to the Philiſtins 3 Reteyce not,becauſe the rod of 1/49 114.19. 


im that aid beat thee is broken ; for out of the Ser- 
pents root ſhall come forth a Cockatrice, and the fruit 
thereof ſ9.1ll be a flying Serpent ? This checketh the 


vſuallioy of the world,triumphing at the ruine of 


their aduerſarics, and comforting their ſoules for 
ali the cuill formerly ſuſtained by them, with the 
retaliation of diuine 1uſtice.But this retoycing is not 
g£o0d,to reioyce at the breaking of the Lions teeth, 
45a worke of Gods anger, morethen at the reſcu- 


ing of our ſelues as a prey trom out their teeth, as 
4 worke of Gods gratious loue towards vs in, 
Chriſt, and more to bee affected with ſeeing the 
' ſnare broken, then the bird inſnared —_— A, 

enort | 
mercy in our deliuerte, | 
and 


| manifeſt argument that wee fee not nor fee 
as yet the ſweet of Gads 


Y ſe. 


1 Cor.5.6, 
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| and that wee —__ it not asa worke of his 


Comfortable Meditations 


ſpeciall kindnelle in his Sonne towards vs. It wee 

did, this would fo throughly pollcfleand wholly 
; take vs vp, that we ſhould not haue ſo much let-; 
ſure toatrend this other meditation of our aduer-! 
aries {hameand confuſion. For the which yer [' 
would hauethee reſerve a due place in thy medi-: 
ration;bur yet not ſo (whichis taccrror ot many) 
| as to make it the only prop and piller of thy com-! 
fort. For this of it ſelte alone yeeideth no {urhc1-* 
encie of comfort. For what though thou haſt ſcene! 
the fall of thy toe ? vnicfle in him failng,thou ſce 
| Gods mercy riling to thee, thy aduerlary may | 
haue as much caute of laughing at thee, as thou art | 
him : thortly atter thy turne may come to pledge | 
him in that cup whereof he hath begun,& he may 
welcome thee into the ſ{ocietie of the ſame calami- 
tic with himlſelte. As thoſe Kings and Princes in 
hell (wherof many no doubt had beene deſtroyed 
by kim) roſe vp to welcome the King of Babel in- 
to their company : How art thou become weake alſo 
as we ? art thow become like to vs ? This inſufficien- 
 cie of comfort in our aduerſaries ouerthrow, the 
Church finding in the Plalmes, could nor reſt | 
racrein:and therfore vnto the largedeſcription of 

Gods iudgement againſt her encmies in the for- 
' mer part, becauſe theecould not atisfie her ſelfe 
' with that contentment it miniſtred,ſhe addeth af- 
terward a (lweet meditation of her owne ha Ppines; 
| Bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſliſcſt,0 Lord.Truc 
| comfort therefore and lound !oy is rounded not 
| vPon our enemics miſerie, but God mercy to Vs, 
and} 
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and conſciencethereof in our ſelues, when a man | 
hath reioxcing in himlelfe, and not in another, as G«6.4, 


' the Apoltle ſpeaketh in another caſe. | 


| Well, thoughtheprime and principall part of ' 2.Part ofthe 


our toy in thankfgiuing muſt bein regard of Gods doQtrine,con- 
cerning our re- 


; mercy to our (clues, yet we ſee alſo by the exam: | ioycing at the 


ple uf the Plalmilt in this place, how we may law- | 9v<rthiow of 
| the wicked, 


 tuily give thanks for,& ſo reioyce in Gods tudge- | 


ments vpon the wicked : The righteous ſhall ſee it, | p/al.z840. 


(namely Gods anger conſuming the wicked) and re- | 
zoxce, and waſh (yea,and as it were bathe) his feere 
tn the bleud of the wicked. And againe: The righteous 7/al., 1.6, 
alſo ſhall ſee it, and feare, and laugh at him, We may 
then laugh at their ouerthrow,bur yet with ſuch a 
laughter, as muſt be mingled with, and ſo mode- 
rated by a holy and reuerend feare of Gods awful 
' Maieſtie : otherwiſe euen this laughter,as looſe & 
licentious, isto be checked and ſnibbed with that 
| of Salomon, Thou art mad, what doſft thou, thou mad | Leieſ.2. 
' foole? This laughter then muſt be with feare, this 
 loy with trembling. And in another place God is | ?/al.a.rr. 
broug 
the herd of his enemies, yea the hairie pate of him that | **-*3- 
 walketh mn his ſinnes, that is, euen the moſt tearfull. 
enemies, that with their gaſtly viſage, detormed 
with long haire, would ftrike a terrour into the ' 
hearts of the beholders, and thatto this very end, 
that thou maiſt dip thy foott in ineir loud, yea the ' 
tongue of thy dogs in the bloud of thine enermics. For 
ia theſecaſesthe wicked are nor to be con!tdered | 
ſo muchas men, Gods creatures, or asour owne | 
. private enemies;but as odious miſcreants,and the | 
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ht in telling his Church, that he will wound | p/al.67.x1. 
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Exed, 15.18, 
Pj4l.9.16. 


P[al.146.9.10. 


| 


154m.25-29- 


De#at.33.11. 
| P/al.11y 5. 


| P/4l.67.2. 


editations | 


' together : Hee | God} owerthroweth the way of the 
' wicked : the Lord ſhall raigne for ever. As though 
it could not appeare that God did m_ asaKing |} 
in the earth, but by the ouerthrow of the wicked. | 
And as this their deſtruction is a manifeſtation 
| of Gods glory, ſo likewiſe of our own innocencie. 
In which regard it miniſtreth turther matter ot ioy 
vnto vs. On this ground David reioyced, when he 
heard of Nabals death; Bleſſed be the Lord (faid he) | 
that hath indeed the cauſe of my rebuke at the hand of 
| Nabal. Whereupon,as when the aduerſaries were | 
in theruffeof their iollitie and pride,we were then | 
to pray, Smite through the loynes of thine enemies, 
that they riſe net vp againe z and,They that hate Sion, ' 
let them be aſhamea,and turned backward : lo when | 
they are throwne downe,and melted as wax before ( 
the preſence of the Lord, we are to giue thankes,tor | 
| thatour prayer is heard. Forit they in their riling | 
VP againit Chriſt & his beloued Spoule, did ſhake | 
out of themſelues all ſenſe of humane nature, and 
; wholly forger"thiemſelues to be Gods creatures 
[1t 15 good reaſon aiſo that in their deſtrution we 
{hould alſo forgetit, rather then by our remem- 
| . : 
brance of it we ſhould any thing abare of our iuſt 
zea:c,in magnifying the he both of Gods pow- 


er | 
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er and iuſtice,in ſur feting his for d with their bloud, | 
and in filling and fatting it with their fat. 

Yer ſtill we muſt take heed leſt any baſe carnal | 
affections lauoring ota reuengetul ſpirit, inſinuare ; 
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 themſelues, remembring,that wemuſt not {imply | 
retoyce in their ruine, as it is their ruine, but as it 


is the clearing of Gods glory, and our owne inte- 
oritie ; not as it is the ruine ot our owne priuate, | 
but of Gods profeſſed enemies. For as in this re-| 
 gard we were chiefly to pray for their fal,as we ſee 
11 David, praying that God would caſt away his | 
aduerſaries, yet not becauſe his, and had rebelled | 
againſt himſelfe, bur becauſe Gods, becauſe (faith | 
he) they hae rebelled againſt thee:lo allo inthe ſame 
regard are we to praiſe God for it. 
o proceed yet further in this £militude. As in 
the former fimilitude the cy»zltie of the aduerſa- 
ries, ſo here ſpecially their ſubtz/tie is noted ; as on 
the contrary in the bird is repreſented to vs the. 
filly ſimplicitie of the Church,& but ſhallowneſle | 


i 
, 


in reſpect of that deepnes of Satan. Seethen how as | 
in God mercy && truth meect,& mutually embrace ; 


ſon the wicked, both craft & crueltie, both 4chr- 75 5x7a5, 


 tophels head and Eſawes hand concurre, conſpire, | 
and congratulate together, _ one another. | 
Hence it 1s, that in thoſe lively colours and cha-| 
raters of theſe monſters expreſſed in the Scrip- 
tures, as we finde them, for their /auage wickednes, 
clothed with the skins of Lions, Wolues,and ſuch | 
like cruell beaſts : ſo for their ſize wilineſſe, we be- | 
' hold themallo otherwhilein the ſhape of ſerpents 


P/al.5.10, 


Dot, J 


Concerning 
the craft of 


| the Churches 


aduerſaries, 
10yned veith 


| their crucltie, 


Rewel, 2.24, 
Tot ode 


P/al.85.10. 


P/al.5 7.4. 


and foxes: And as for the one they are compared '141;.33, 
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to the Lion rampant, {o for the other, to the Lion ' 


 P/4/.10.9. couchant. He lieth in wait (faith the Plalmilt) ſecretly 
| like a Lion in his denne, hee lieth in watt toſpoile the | 
poore :. he deth ſpoile the poore when he a&th draw him 


| into his uet. He croacheth + boweth that he may not be 
| 2ratth.7 15- ſeeme. As for the one, they are likened to Wolues; 
| ſo for the other, to Wolues hiding themſclues in 
| lheepes skinnes, that ſo they may the more ealily 
|  deuvoure. And asfor the one, to the Dragon ; lo, 
'Kewel13-11- | forthe other, to the Dragon hauing the Lambes 
| hornes. And laſtly, as for the one they are reſcm- 
| bled to hunters & mighty Nemrods,with open vio-| 
lence (for moſt part) purſuing their game : fo tor 
the other,here in this place to fowlers,that take the | 

' bird only by craft and cunning.Neitheris it to be 
' maruelled that they thus excell in cratt,&(tor the | 
' moſt part)are their craftſmaſters therein,no more. 
then that the ſon of the goutie man ſhould have 
|  thegout. This diſeaſe of the mind is natural & he- 
|  reditarie vato them, they liaue it by kinde, being 
| Grn.z.5 | Ofthatſerpentine brood, being 11g tr" of the ler-. 
| 16b.8.44. ' pent,cuen of theold ſerpent, the deuill, a ler and. 
| murtherer (that 1s, a treacherous murtherer) from 
the 2eginxing:wheretore as he lends theſe his ſweet | 
birds his band in practifing,lo allo his head in plot-: 

| ting milchicte, {1tting with them in all their con- 
{ultations, as preſident of the Conncell, Hence it 
| 1s, that their heads being become very fountaines 
| and forges ot wicked wiles, they are ſo plentifully | 
| turniihed & fortified with ſuch tore &ſtrength of 
[tratagems, as it were many ftrings for their bow, 
that when onefailes, they miglit not yer be at a) 


ſtand,! 


ed CE” i 


he... AMS 


 ſtand,and to ſeekefor another, If Tobiah and Sany- | 


ll — 
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' ballat by flouts and ſarcalmes cannot diſanimate | 2.4.1.2. 
| Nehemiah, they wili lee if they can ſecretly vnder-! 54.6.2 4.5. 


full and deceluing both head and heart readily | 


mine him, vnder colour of triendihip; their deceit- | 


prompting one lie in the necke of another. Vhen 

thele deuices take nor, then haue they a mercena- | 
ric Prophet to {ferue their turne ; him they u- ; 
borne to ſer gins for good Nehemiah, in his lying | 


Verl' 19, 


 prophelte. But what neede wee goe fo tarreas to | 


7 oviah & Sanballat? See wenot them,ttiough dead 
log agone, yet raiſed vp againein the Romaniſts 
. of our time ? what arts, what traps & traines,what 
 trauds or fetches are there, which they haue not 
vicd, to trie (as it were) thetr concl/uſtons vpon vs? 


what perhdie,what periurie, wherewith they a 


' not ſtained their right hands, the r/2ht hands 0 
falſhood,that they might allo haue ſtained them in 
| our bloud ? Let that execrable Pariſien Maſſacre 
| (the bloud wherof (till crieth) ſpeake:where their 
 perfidious hands, contrary to faith ſolemnly gi- 
 uen, ſolemnized the marriage ofa King, with the 


 bloud of thouſands of innocent lambes, deceined | 


with the {heeps cloathing of thoſe Wolues, with 


the lambes horns ot thoſe Dragons.But why wan- | 


der we abroad? Abound we not with homeexam- 


| Shewed in the 
Papitts and 


chcir practiſes, 
both tormetly, 


Pſal i 44.8, 


ples? And here this one late treaſon may ſerue tor | And of late 


in this ther 


ail ; which was the very quinteſſence of a'l other 


treaſons,&as it were a contetion made out of the | 


i 


| 


pureſt poiſon of all of them, in regard both of the | 
craft & crueltie thereot, that as Sa ſaid of Ceſar, 
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Jn this Romanilh gunpowder, there were many 
Parilien Maſfacres, n nay, all tormer trealons cou- 
ched together as in a Tr64an: horſe. In theſe traitors 
many Babingtons, Parries, Lopaſes, yea all tormer 
traitors might ſeeme in a Pychagorical/kindegf 

cranſmigration of lou:es,ro be reuiued, \V hat ex- 

ample out otail antiquitie may there ve brought, 

ro ſample & parallel this ? where lha!l we tind the 

like deepnes 1 in deuiiing, the like cunning in con- 
triving, the like cloſenesin conueying, the like i- 

| lence 1n ſecreting, the like fahfolnes | (it ſo it may 
| betermed, among ſuch vnfaichtull wretches) in 
 perfidioulnes? ? They knew rightwell, that craft (as 

he {ath) z no craft, wnleſſe cunningly managed ; and 
that the nct w ſpread m waine before the eyes of the 
fowle. lhertore when they were molt bultcd about 
theſe ſnares, did they not put on the vizor of alle- | 
geance?did they not couer deepe,& deadly hatred 
with lying lips ? did they not (aboue that they | 
were wont todoe) in pubiike writings make taire | 
and goodly ſemblance of loue and oy altte? And 
what a tetch was that of their hunting here necrc 
vs!was not your Graces prectous ſoule the venifon 
thoſc Eſaucs aunted atter, tor to comtort their 01d 
l {ithcr,and now almoſt dying for delpaire, not 1/a- 
acke, but that Antichriſtian prelate: vnder the pre- | 
ence ot veing hunters, did thcy not ſhew them- 
(ciues to beright fowlers ? even the fow'ers here 
{poken ot, chat in their nets would haue taken one 
of our faireſt birds,come of a Phenix race ? Here 
\then(to paſſe by that both ſhameful & ſhameleſle 
{bitr, wherby they were purpoſed to haue tran(la- | 
ted | 


— 


— — - 


— 


— 


— 


— uu 


Mt 
mm oY 


— — 


_— 


[- 


——— — — 


on the 124. Pſalme. 


—  —— 


teda!l theburthen of ſo odious a fact from them-. Hee eckdmngy 


. _ | tum conſuit 
(eluestoothers) are two ſnares of thele fowlers : | 27 4, 


the tained ſemblance, 1. of their dutifull and well- /agoras indure, | 

dilpoled minds,2. ot their hunting. To the which 439m, * 
; c qus cakide ſua 

we may adde the third,the counterfeit protcſhon utfattein 

' of kindnes and friendthip, which the mightielt of | «/# rejcne, 


| { 7 | E ; N09. 
thoſe Nimrods alwayes made vnto your Honors, |, 


| 
| 
gen. | 
| 


by meanes wherot,hauing ſo ealte acceſſe,he might | 
have the greater ſucceſſe in his deuillith delignes : | 
* | would hee not vnder the colourable pretence of | 
wiſiting you in way of kindneſſe,haue vilited vs all | Gen-211. | 
in the contrary ſenſe ? ſ{aluting your Honors with | !*.5.19. 
chat Crocodile & Siren-hike ſalutation, wherewith | 
1oab ſaluted Abner and Amaſa; and lo ſeizing vp- | » Sem. 3.27. 
og their prey,and captiuing our princely Damell. | ** 29:9*2: 
Neede wee now any clearer light to diſcover the | 
deepe darknes of the cloſe & miſchieuous fetches | 
of thele ſo peſtilent and fraudulent fowlers? | 
| Isnotthis enough to worke in vsall a perte&t| Ye 1. 
hatred both of theſe fowlers, and of their | re P | _ againſt 
Shal weany longer ſuffer theſe ſnakesto lie in our | ,g,to:olrae. | 
boſomes? Are they not worthy to be calhiered & | theſe towlers, 
dbandoned out of all humane ſocictie, the bond | — 
wherof is truth, who are wholly made of deceit & | of their lecre- | 
diſſembling ? whole very religion is both vnder- | *e{t corners. 
propped vpon, and doth vnderprop and vphold | 
theſe baſe practiſes of cogging,lying,and ail man- 
ner of falſe and fraudulent dealing. With what fe-| 
curitie can wee poore filly birds conuerſe with | 9919 5% Pa. | 
theſe crafty towlers ? how may wee truſt them, | 495 =T% ='-| 
whom no bands, no not of the holieſt and ſtron- | 55» 59 <5cc ! 
geſt, areabletoho!d ; who, though they might purer” | 
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| To rchlt their 
| craft, 1, with 
(ound vwilcome 
of our Ovvnc. 
James 2.17.16. 
Matth,10.16, 


| Eicleſ. 1.14, 


| 2\ eb 6, 
| Pſal, 5844+ 5. 
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| ſhould altogether be as lilly as the birds, but tar | 
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give oner this their practiſe of ſetting ſnares for vs, 
yet they themlelues, as long as they remaine with 

vs, will be ſnares to vs, as the Canaanites were to / 
the Iſraelites ? [s it not then high time for vs to 


| huntafter them, when they fo hunt atter vs ? 


Yea, and is it not ht aifo that we ſhould labour 


to furniſh our {clues with that prcand peaceable 


wiſedome, which deſcenacth from aboue, to1ncoun-. 
| ter and oppoſe vnto that earthly, ſenſual, denilliſh 
' wiſdome ot tacirs?Being as we are, Sheepe among 


 Wolaes, birds among fowlers, it is not meet wee 


| to that harmeleſle birds fhmplicitic and innocen- | 
| ciewe {hould ioyne the wiſedome of the ſerpent, 

that with Salomons wiſe man, wee ſhould haue ozr 
| eyes tn o8r Head, to deicrie and difcoucr the deceits | 
of theſe tuglers, the ſnares of theſe tow!ers. Let vs | 
| take example by Nehemiah who in his ſerpentine, 
not craft, but wifedome,ltul /opved bg care for ail. 
thoſe charmers {Towiuh,and Sinballat and Elraſhih) | 
| charmed neuer ſo wiſely, For all their ſmooth tales, 
| yet they were notable to get within him,or over- 


| reach him : he {ine!r our their ciofetreacherie : the: 
 wiſegome of tne {pir:it was too bard for the wilc-! 


done of rac flcth. By hira (1 fay) ler vs take ex- 
ampie, yea by our enemies themſelues, as it were 


7" 


| by the vniuſt Steward, who are wiſer in their Tad 


| neralion then the children of light. Their deprauing 

| and corrupting of that excellent gift of true wile- 

| dome thould teach vs the right ſancified vie 
thereot. 


And not only ſo,but alſo (leſt we ſhould ſeeme 
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roo much to leaneto ourowne wildome) by fairh 

to faſten vpon him, who is wiſedomeit ſeite,and # | ,'% | 
whom are bid all the treaſures of wiſedome and know - | colog. 2.3, | 
ledge ; who allo is made wiſedome onto vs. The | 1 cw.1.z0, | 
Lord 1s deepe in counſell,and hath wildome enough 1%. | 
tor vs all ro e.ude the prefoundeſt policies of he | 
moſt milchicuous Maca'auniians, and fo to de-' | 
lude them. Are we then oucr-matched with theſe | | 
| {ubtill ſerpents ? arewee beſet on eucry lide with | 
their ſnares ? flie wee then to our wiſe God, who | | 
can turne Achitophels counſel into fooliſhneſſe, who | 1 Sam.15.31, 
can calily helpe and winde vs out euen of their 

molt intricate labyrinths. This was that which ' 

Dawid did in like caſe, when feeling himſelte ham- 
pered in the net of the fowlers, he ſaid, Lord, into | Pſal.z1.4.5. 
thy hands I commit my ſpirit. And in another place, | 
having by his owne experience diſcerned the hol- | 
low and halting heart of falſe 4c#itophel,how that | 

warre was in his heart, whileſt peace was in his ! 

tongue, he maketh this vſe of it ro himſelfe, Caſt 7/«5 5.12. 
thy burthen w/pon the Lord. As if hee ſhould fay,' 

though thou art not able (as indeede it is not fit 

thou [houldeit)to beenen with them in their own | 
kind; and ſuch 1s thy ſincere [1mplicitie,that thou | 
can{t not skill ot their cratry cranks and prankes, | | 
thou canſ{t not reil how to mocke one wicked wile | 


| \ 
. 


'with another, or how to play the Cretran with the Cum Cretenſs 


2. Wirh faith in | 
Gods wifte® ' 


PRI 


j 


| Crelian,the tox with the tox,1s it is in the prouerb: —_ " 1 
yet commit thy lelfe to the Lord, and by faith in ine Po Fr 
his pure & perte& wildome,armethy ſelteagainſt PP as a 
all their poyſonfull and peſttlent policies. Then 
though thou wert caught in their ſnares,neuer : | 

muc | 
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| much intrapped and inwrap ped,and held as a fet- 

| tered captiue in them,yet {houldeſt thou teele the 

| power of Gods hand fruſtrating the policie of | 

| their heads ; which 1s that which here the Plalmilt | 
 {peaketh, The ſnare is broken. | 
Do#t. 4. | Where further we may obſerue how God victh 

Gods wiſdome | to daſh euen the wiſeſt and molt fortunate & ſuc-| 

crofſerh cuen | "<ſſefull ſubtiltics of his Churches enemies. In the 

the happiclt mY 
crafts ofthe | former ſimilitude wee ſaw how Gods mercy to- 

wicked, that | wards his Church diſappointed their crucitie : 

4d rg Praiſed be the Lord,which gaue ws not e4c. Here, be-' 

markeaymed | {ides, more cleerely we [ce his power and his wiſe 

—_— and wakefull prouidence deteating their crattie' 

after his birds | POlictes. It was his mercy ſpecially thar gaue not 

- takenin | þ;s turtle dene vnto the ſnares of the towlers, but 

%; 120 it was his might ſpecially that deliuered her out, 

| by breaking of the net. So then God hghts tor vs 
| on euery ſ[ide:neither is there any thing in our ad- 

uerſaries to azate vs, but there is ſomething in 

God to be oppoled againſt it, for to anmate vs. 
Are they cruelly malicious ? God is farre more 
| compatſhonately mercitull, that we may ſay with 

P/al.52.1, | rhe Prophet, Why boaſteſt thou thy ſelfe in euill, 0 

| man of power ? The louing kinaneſſe of God endureth 

 aaily. I hinkeſt thou thy malice can ouercomethis | 

 endlefle mercy of God ? Are they deepe and de- 

 uiliiſh in their wiles ? God is infinite and bottom- 

lefle in his wiſedome and power, whereby hce ſo 

| ouer-reacheth the crafrielt of thoſc towlers, that | 

Rm.t.zz | euen then when they think themſelues wiſeſt, becauſe! 

tac bird 15 1n the net,he maketh them iturk fooles, 

by breaking of their ſnare. This is that which Eli- 

phaz 


| 
| 
| 


— - — — — — 
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phaz very linely and luculently defcribeth, when 
he ſaith, He ſcattereth the deuice of the crafty, ſo that 
their hands cannot accompliſh that which they doe c1- 
terpriſe. He taketh the wiſe in their craftimeſſe, and the 
counſel of the wicked is maae fooliſh. They meete with 
darkneſſe in the day time,and grope at noone day,as in 
tne night. And this is that which the holy proverb 
meaneth, He that di2geth a pit, ſhall fall therein z and 
he that rolleth a ſtone, ut ſhall returns pen him.Hauc 
wee nor ſcene this plainly exemplified in Dzgbey, 
that noble digger ? who together with the relt of 


that digging company is fallen into the pit which 
they digged for others, if not into a farre worle, 
euen that, whoſe deſcent ſo ealie ; aſcent out of it, 
impoſhble,vnlefſe God wereextraordinarily mer. 


citull. And in the Winters, that haue brought the 
lame winter vpon themſelues, wherewith they 
wou:d haue pinchcd vs, if not a worſe, euen that 
eternall, hot (and therefore ſo much the worſe, 
becauſe vnnaturall) winter in hell. But herein we 
leaue them to God their Iudge and ours : only let 
vs make that vſe hereof, which E/phaz maketh in 
the place before cited, to hope in this our God, 
whoſe ſtrength and wiſedome ſo bu{teth and be- 
ſtirrerh it ſelte for our ſatetie. When we are in the 


ſnare,he breaketh the ſnare: wilt thou then diſtruſt 
him,O thou of ſmall faith? What though thou art 
in the ſnare of the fowler ? Is heenot ablethen to. 


breake the ſnare ? %Vhat though thou art in the 
denne of the Lions ? Is not hee able to (top their 
mouthes ? Yea, what though thou arr in the very 


belly of the Whale ? Is hee not able to giue the 


monſter | 


= 


2 - 
| 
' 
: 


lob 5.1 2.13.14. | 


Prog.26.27, 
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Facile deſcenſus 
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negant redire 
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yſe. 
Torciie on 
God by faith, 


10 ow greateſt | 
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I;b 5.15. 


Matth $8.36. 
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| hand ; lo when theſe cry perdition, perdition, vnex- 


monſter a powerfull vomit, and by that power 
which one day ſhall cauſe the _— and ſea to 

giue vp their dead, to command it to caſt thee vp 
ſafe and ſound vpon the drie land ? Though then 
thy caſe may ſeemein the eyes of fleth and bloud 
Irremediable and irrecouerable, and ſo wholly 

hopeleſle and helpleſle, like to the caſe ot the cap-' 
tiue bird priſoner in theſnare; yet ceaſenot to jitt 
vp thine eyes to God, be ſtill, and wart till thou ſee 
the ſaluation of the Lord comming down as it were 

in an engine, to remedy and right thy cauſe, to 

diſlolue the Gordian knot, to breake the {nare of 
the fowlers ; tor onto the Lord belong the i([nes of 
death, as the Plalmiſt Gycetly ſpeaketh. When | 
death hath enuironed thee on euery t1de,and thou 
ſceſt no out-gate,no paſſage,butall wayes of eſca-| 
ping hedged vp on euery lide z yetthen God can | 
open an iſſue out of death, Truſt him then, euen 


| when he ſeemes to kill thee; for oftentimes he is ne- 


uer neerer reuiuing vs, then when hee ſeemes to. 
kill vs ; hee is neuer neercr deliucring his birds! 


from,then when he ſeemes to haue delivered them | 


into the ſnare of the fowler : and as the wicked are 
neuer neerer deſtruction then when they thinke 
themſelues in greateſt ſaterie 3 ſo the godiy often-| 
times areneuer ncerer [aluation, then waen they 
thinke themſclucs in preatelt danger of detiructi- 
on ; that as when they cry peace, peace,per dition is 11 


pected peace is at hand, and toyfull ſaluation pre- 
{ents it ſelte. 
And thus much of the firſt illuſtration of rhis 
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thankſpiuing , from the repetition of the cauſe 
thereof, thar deliuerance, ſet forth by two fimili- 
tudes : the (lecond illuſtration followes,from a ne- | *- The defcrip- 
| 
| 


| rton of the 


cellary effe&t of their than ktulneſle, Vis. repoling | thankſgiuing 
| of their truſt in God for the time to come, where- cry = Q, 

6 renew nNapec, 
ofthey makeproteſſion in the laſt verſe, Our helpe | ygycuctteyg.. 
ftangeth. Where generally we may obſcrue: rally : 
| I Thattrue thanktulnefle is no ſodaine fit, or } D#%?. 1: 


momentany paſhon;the toy of the godly in Gods | T'v* thankful: | 


mercies is not like a widdowes ioy:but howloeuer | * _— 
vpon the firſt apprehenſion there be a greater ef- | 
tuſton of ſpirit, and dilating of the heart, and (as | 
the Church ſayes)then( ſpecrally) our mouth i filled | P/4.126.2. | 
with laughter, and our tongue with toy ; yet the fruit 
{and force of this ioytull rhankſgining and-thank- 
full ioy extendeth it ſelfe euen to the time that is | 
to come. As herewe ſee the Church ſetteth down | | 
this as a neceſſary efte&, it not part, of her thank- | | | 
 fulneſle, that for the time to come the would relie | | 1 
on God, euen as much as tor the time preſent ſhe 
reioyced in him. A checke to that thanktulneſle, | ye, | 
' which vaniſheth as the morning dew, at the firſt  Hoſ 6, | 
excceding hot and violent, but by and by over- | | 
 ſodainely cooled : which was the thankfulneſle of | | 
| 
| 


- -- —  — —_— - ——— _— 


| | O OT, 
the drowning of P/4r:0) 3 but within three dayes | Fxd.15.20, 
after, turning this their muſicke and melodie into | 7.24. 
bitter murmuring at the waters of Marah. 
2 That thankfulneſſe for mercies paſt, herein | Doc7r.2. 
ſhewes it ſeife laſting andduring,in begerting in vs | Hope in Gods | 
hope for the like future mercies : and that where | 77 forthe 

. . ume t0 come 
true thankfulneſle for, there alſo is certain hope of is a necelfary 


| | receluing | 


— _ 


the 1/raclites,dauncing and (inging preſently after | 


| 
| 


—_ 


— 


© —— 


<F:&of thank: 
fulneſle for bis 


mercy paſt, 


P/al.9. 


Pſal.512.9- 


| 


vo 
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receiuing mercy. They that truly ſaid with this 
Church, praiſed be God, nut riteds allo ſay, our 
helpe ſtandeth in the name of the Lotd : for they that 
are truly thanktull, muſt (as we haue ſhewed) ac- 
knowledge and take ſpecial noticeof Gods power 


- |thankſgiuing , but explicateth in a manner his 


and mercy in the benekits receiued; which if they! 
doe, they cannot chule bur reſt and depend vpon 
God for the time to come:for as Dauid excellent!y | 
ſpeaketh, They that know thy name ſhall truſt in thee. 
But all they whichare truly thanktull,know Gods 
name,(that is,his mightand mercy)and that expe- 
rimentally. Theretoreof neceſſitie they muſt truſt! 
in him. It then thou diddeſt truly and trom thy 
heart giue God the glory of his grace & goodnes, 
his power & kingdome,in thy thankſgiuing, thou! 
wilt till continue giuing him the ſame glory in 
thy hopeand expettation of the ſame his power, 
kingdome,mercy, &c. to ſhew themſclues againe 
vnto thee whenloeuer thou ſhalt ſtand in neede. 
I will alwayes praiſe thee ({aith Dauid) becauſe thoa 
haſt done this, and 1 will hepe in thy name. Marke 
how hee not onely inferreth his hope vpon his 


thankſpiuing by his hope : 7 will give praiſe (ſaith 
he) alwayes. _ 4 (hall ths is 5. ! To 
 Sive praiſe, ſomething moreealie ; bur alwayes to 
Line praiſe, hard. How will Dawid giue praiſeal- 
| wayes ? Hee will hope in God. For hope is but a 
| Continuation in a manner of our Skaing ;| 
| for our thankſpiuing is the giving vnto God the 
glory of his molar: and ſuch like} 
properties. Now by hoping in God wedo all this, 


and! 
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and ſo continue till to giue thankes, even then 
when our mouthes are lilent. Hence it is that 
Avraham in truſting & reſting vpon thepromiſe, 


1s by the Apoſtle ſa1d to giue glory vnto God. Ner- 
' ther did hee doubt of the promiſe through wubeleefe, 
but was ſtrengthnedin the faith, vr gaze plory to God. 
' But how ? Being fully 4{/ured that he which had pro- 
| miſed, was alſo able to doe it. Ashis faith gaue God 
the glory of his mercy for the time paſt in promi- 
| ling; fo both his faith & hope gaue God the glory 
' of his power for the time to come in performing. 
| Irſhallbegood then tor vs totrieour chankful. 
neſle by our hope. By the experience of Gods 
| mercy in our deliverance, finde we our hope har- | 
+ conhdence in Gods mercy confirmed, 
that with David hereupon we can ſay, Thu God i | 
our God for euer and ever, he ſhall be our guide to the | 
death ? Vpon our ſcaping of Labax,can we encou- | 
rage our ſelues, and gather further aſſurance of 
preuailing againſt Z/as ? Can wee ſalute this our ' 
deliverance by that name which Rhelgaue to her | 
firſt childe;and call it 7o/eph in the ſameHope that 
the did, looking that other delinuerances alſo ſhall } 


| 


Moſes, that is, hee will adde) ſaying, the Lord will 
' giue me yet another ſoune. Can we 1nlikeaffurance 
of hope promiſe as much to our ſelues,and ſay the 


| Lord will yet giue vs another deliverance? Then | 


are we truly thankfull, as giuing him ftill in the | 


hope of our hearts, the ſame glory which at the 


firſt wee gaue him in the words of our mourhes. 


Our 


— 


wi if experience breed not hope mm vs, if forall this - + 


hom, 4. 


Y ſc. 
Triall of 
thankfulnefle 


by hope, 


Pſal.q8.14. 


 beadded to this ? She called bs name Toſeph, (faith | 6= 30-24. 
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Comfortable Meditations 

| our great deliverance, we ſhall doubt of leſſer de: 
 liverances,like to thoſe Iſraelites that hauing been | 
| delivered from Pharaoh & his hoſt,ſhortly atter in | 
| their diftruſt of a leſſer deliuerance trom thirſt,be-| 
gan to murmur;we maniteſtly take trom him that | 
glory which before wee gaue him, and fo declare 
' our ſelues vnthankful,our former rei2icing not to. 
| be good, our former thankfulnes not to be ſound. 


| 3 Markethe manner wherin Iſrael is to proteſſe 
heraffiance in God, as a teſtimonie of her thank-' 


communion of | q1[neffe ; namely, that it isin a ioynt conſent and 


the Saints in 
| ſome ſpeciall, 
and yet tothe 


| whole Church 


| generall deli- 


{ſweet conſpiration of all their hearts & attection;' 


| uerance,ſhould | rel wow ſay, that is, the whole body of [{racl, as 


confirme their 
COMMUNION 
one with ano- 
| ther . 


| one man.But it may come in here alſo not vnhitly, 
Fit it is,that they which are members of the lame 

body,equally ioyned together, as by the enemies 
| in their oppoſition, ſo by Godin his deliverance, 

{hould alſo joine rn fs together as one man, 
in a holy harmonie of affe&tions, with one heart 
and mouth lauding &prailing the Lord,and with 
| oe ſhoulder puſhing at their common aduerſaries. 
' If before there were any diviſion among the 
members of the body, the cruel! purpoſe of the 
common aduerſary to have ſpoiled the whole bo- 


— 


Chriſt, can forget tormer differences, and renue 


| 


{and Barnabas,vpon occation of being perſecuted? 
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2 ſhould 
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dy being croſſed by God,ſhould joynt and ftaſtcn | 
them together in the body better then before. It 
Hered and Pilate, vpon occaſion of perſecuting 


together. Our helpe, which aiſo might have beene 
obſerued in the beginning,where it is ſaid, May 1/- 


| 


 friend(hip ; how much more then {hould Paul 


| 


j 


i 
: 


| 
' 


| praier with giuing of thanks. As though God tooke 


E , 0n the 12.4. Pſalme. 1 —_ | 91 | 


a woe 


ſhould not the ſtorme wy the ſheepe cloſer to- 

gether, which before were ſcattered ? Thus was it | 

with thoſe two reuerend Prelates & Martyrs, Rid- 

ley and Hooper, made friends by the common per- Aa and Mo- 
ſecution in Q.Aaries dayes, notwithſtanding they numears, 

{ varied ſomewhar betorein the dayes of peace;zwho | 

if they reconciled themſelues vpon the common. 

' hatred of the aduerlaries, what an increaſe would | 

' that their reconciliation have receiued vpon the | 

like experiencealſo of the comon loue of Godin de. | 

 livering them fro char fiery perſecution in worthy | 

' Q. Elzabeths daies, in calethey had liued fo long ? | 

| Marke how atter the eoklinp of chankfulneiſe | Dot. 4. 

' commeth in this proteſhon of their hope. Little | He onely that 
' reaſon hath he to hope tor any acceſſe & addition | wiTens 11 

of new fauours,that 1s not thanktull tor old. Nay, | Re Do 
 250newell faith, they muſt needs doubt whether | new. 

| any help will be yeelded them or no in theirneceſ: | = Cm] 

 lieie,thatare forgertull & regardleſle of benefits re- | g,,97, 3. 

 ceiued, This therefore mult teach vs to labour for | z;y,y awo- | 

that thankfull heart, mouth, and life before deſcri- | giv 755 int 
bed, and then may wee well expect further _ | A46 aovorg 

from God,and in this expectation confidently ſay | xagin av. 
with the Pſalmiſt here, #wr helpe ſtandeth in the name 

of the Lord. Hence it was, that Jacob being to pray 

tor delinerance from Eſau, beginneth that his new | Gen.z2.10. 
ſute with a thankful] commemoration of tormer 

benefits. God ſtoppeth his earear the prayer of thie 

vnthankful wretch. 1hns'do fome interpret that of | 

rhe Apoltle, Let thy requeſts be made knowne to Godin Ply. 


: 
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| thanks. Whathopethen can ſuchhave in their prai- 
ers, who arealtogether of ſuch a crauing nature, 
| withrthe horſeleach continually crying, Ge, give, 
 themſelues yet neuer giving vnto God this his due 
| of their praiſe ? though it be 4 more bleſſed thing to 
| gixe then to receive, as vnto man, {o likewiſe vnto 
God ; ſpecially (incetheſc our gifts vnto God are { 
' hooked & limy gifts,it being our next way to draw | 
on new benetits,to be thanktull for the 01d. So that 
after once with this Plalmiſt we have ſaid heartily, 
| raiſed be the Lord, we may with him allo lay bold- 
{ our helpe ſtandeth im the name of the Lord,aſturing 
' our ſelues that God praiſed of vs will alwayes bce 
| profitable vnto vs. Wherefore let vs not only with 
| the iſluy woman go about to ſucke & draw vertue 
| out of Chriftin praier,but with her alſo let vs come 
& contelle that we have drawne vertue out of him, 
| which is done 1n praiſe : tor by this meanes(as here | 
 welee)we gather Lopeof drawing more trom him. ! 
More ſpecially. | But let vs more particularly enter into the exa- | 
| ' mination of this profef{ton of their truſting in God. 
| | Our helpe is in the wame of the Lord. | 
| ; 1» the name.] T hat is,in-his holy - + 2-98 | 
| cially of might and mercy,as appeareth in &x9az 
| waere God 1s (aid to proclaime his name to Mefes, 
| x0. y 4.54 6, | when he ſaid,The Lord the Lord ſtrong and merciful, 
(3c. For by theſe properties is God knowne, as 
men by their names. 
That we may the better iudge both of this pla- 
cing our hopeand helpe (that is in one word,Cex- 
| fidence)in God,what it is,and of cur ſelues whether 
| wee haue it or no, (tor herein how calily doe wee 
| deceiue | 
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deceiue our ſelues ? ) wee will conſider theſe three 


our hope.'2. The manner wherein weare to hope. 
3. The eftetts of our hope. 
The ground of this hope is double. 
t. The knowledge of the power and goodnes of | rwo-told. 


| 


' 


| God,and other fuch like properties: They that know 
\ thy name ( laith the Prophet) will truſt in thee. | goodaeltle, 
Knowledgethen of theſe properties is required, & _— i2t 
char not only Gezerall,butallo Speciall,which is the | Gpecall, 
knowledge of #auh.lt is not ſufhcient to beget this 
confidence in me, that I know that God in him- 
|ſe/fe is mercifull and powertull, (for fo doe the de- | 
vilsrhemfelues, who yet truſt not in, but tremble ' tame: 2.19. 
at Gog) but that he is mercifull ro me, and power- 
full for me,and in my behalfe. Hence the Apoltle, 7 
know whom I hae beleeued namely,a God both wil- 
{ lingand able to keepe that wherewith I haue be- 
cruſted him. None that is wiſe will truſt that man | 
| whom he knoweth not, though he ſee him ; nwch : 
[lefle rhen an vnknowne God, whom though hee | 
ſhould know, yer he could not ſee with bodily cies. 
' If then with the Apoſtle thou wouldett make God 
thy depolitary, and-truſt him withthy ſeife and all 
thou haſt, thou mult with the ſame Apoſtle know | 
| whom thou truſteſt, both what hee is,and how hee 
 ſtandeth affeted rowards thee. Though I know 
ſuch a man to be ofa kind & curteous dilpolition, 
| and withal furniſhed with many faculties of doing | 
good turnes,yet vnieſle I haue ſome ſpecial intereſt: 
| in him,and know that hee is well-afteted to mee, | 
[_ no iuſt ground of m_ ng any certaine truſt 
2 in 
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ledor of Gods 


3271,1.18. 


points : 1. The ground whereon weare to build | 3- Points con. 
| ccrning hope. 


l. The ground 


| of it, which is 
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' 2. The knnve. | 


' ledge and cone 
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as the Apottle ſheweth, when he ſaith,chat by Chrif 
we haue boldnes,and entrance with confidence by fatth 
But in the matter of faith men are ſubiett to the 
deluſion of their owne deceitftull hearts, as well as 
in the matter of hope. Therfore the ſecond ground 
of this our hope isto be noted, and that is repen- 
tance & reformation : for this 15 the condition of 
all Gods promiſes, without which wee are to hope 
for nothing. Therefore excellently ſaith the Pro- 
' phet, Turne #hou to thy God, keepe mercy and indge- 
 ment,C> hope till in thy God. And the Plaimilt,77u/ 
thou in the Lord,and do good. And Schechamiah,There | 
'is hope in 1ſracl concerning this,namely,the remifhon | 
' of that their fin of having ſtrange wiues. But how 
15 their hope ? though they continue in it ſtill ? 
| Marke the words following : Now therefore let ws 
make a couenant with our God, to pat away all our | 
' wines, that is, our onlawfull wives. Men milcrably 
mocke their owne foules,when they ſay they hope | 
' in God for mercies, either ſpirituall or remporall, 
and yet live and lie in their a Ncichier will the | 
former experienceof Gods mercy breed this hope | 
in thee,if the care of keeping a good conſcience be | 
wanting. Experience indeede (as Paul ſaith) breedes | 
| hope, but ina good conſcience: tor in a bad conſci- | 
ence it ſerueth rather to breed deſpaire,occalioning | 
1t to reaſon thus with it ſeife: Gods ſpirit thus long 
ach ſtriven with me, heaping mercy vpon mercy, 
ard thereby inuiting me to repentance: but I haue | 
deſpiſed hitherto the counſell of God againft mine owne | 
\ſoxle. I haue abuſed tus patience. Thinke I that be 


| will 
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| will alwayes take this at my hands ? What can re- 

main now but a fearfufl expe&ation of vengeance? 

The ground that drinketh in the raine,and yet bringeth na 6.8. 
forth thornes and briers,is neere om cur fing. So tarre 
then is the experience of Gods mercy from beget- | 
ting hope in the wicked,that it begetteth the clean | 
contrary : or elle, it it doe beget hope, it is a vaine 
and preſumptuous, a blinde and bluſhing hope, a | 
hope which (hall hop headlefle in the __ as wee 
ſeein Senacharih, vpon the experienceof Gods for- | 

' mer mercy in his victories, gathering hope of Vi- 

Qoriealſoouer Fzekiah : but yet no other hope, 

then ſuch as made him aſ{bamed in theend. There- | 

fore he plaied but the Sophiſter with his own heart, | 

| when he reaſoned thus : Haxe the gods of the nations | : Kings 19. 

| deliered their lands out of the hand of the King of Aſ- | 

| ſyria ? Where are the Gods of Chamath & Arpad?eyc. 

| Theſecond point is the manner how wee muſt T1. Theman. 
| hope, and this is notably expreſſed in the Plalme "*r0'n 
going before this: Behold,as the eyes of ſeruants looke 7.1 21.2. 

| onto the hands of their maſtery alſo the eyes of a mai- 

den onto the hands of her miſtreſſe ; ſo onr eyes wait 

pon the Lord our God,untill he haue mercy vpon Vs. 

| And againe: The Lord dehighteth in them that attend Pſal.147.11. 
on his mercy. This hope then muſt not be over-ha- ! 

ſte; no, he that beleeueth will not make haſte : bur oo 16. 

' being vnder-propped with patience, it mult with- Pra.” 
out fainting hold out and hold vp it ſelte, though 9u«@/inasr re. 

4t be long before it be ſatisfied ; it muſt wait Gods — = 
leifure, and give due attendance on God, till hee »rammalen: 
 cleereand crowneour good life, eucn as God in a /+Fine twillam 


dum corgnet vi- 


manner waited on vs till we corre&ted our euil life. .,, jonon. 4u; 
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king to God, this hope,an they are {pecially rwo. 
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Here then the weariſh and fainting hope, impari- 
cnt of delay, is cenſured. 
Thethird point followeth,namely,the effets of 


The tormer whereot 15, to make vs with as oreat 


the preſence of the mcans,as in the abſence.Other-! 
wile, if we reſort vnto God in the want ofthe out-! 
ward meanes, but when weeare weil backed with | 
them,trouble him no longer;itis an argument that 
our helpe ſtands not in the ſtrong tower of the name | 
of the Lord,but in the broken reeae of the meanes,& 
that wee haue ſaid to the arme of fleſh, Thou art my 
configence. For it we relied wholiy and onely vpon | 
God, how could wee then ſecure our ſelues in the 
means?knowing that God,as he is powerfully pre- 
ſent oftentimes in the vtter abſence,ſo he is as farre | 


abſent in the moſt powertul preſenceot the means, 
"& that there is no fach taral neceſhtie of theStorcks, 
wacreby the firſt cauſe is tied vnto the ſecond. It 

then the rich man that hath his barns & cofers ful), ! 
did yet wholly depend vpon Gods prouidence for 
| bus lite, knowing that man lineth net by bread, but by 
| exery word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God, & | 
| that though a man haue abundance,yet he life conſiſteth 
| not tm bes riches ; then, even in this his great abun-! 
| dance,he would as hartily pray,Gize me this day my. 
; daily bread, as the poorcit Lazarus in his greateſt 
| penurie. And fo that City which maketh the vigi-! 
ant eye of Gods prouidence her ſureſt defence,} 
| though furniſhed with many watchmen, would' 

not yet for all this flacke any thing of her former| 


care i 
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care & zeale in praying to God, which ſhe vied be- 

ing naked and deſtiture. But marke the common 

' practice of the world: when means faile them,then 

there 1s ſome ſhew made of going to God : bur | 

| when the meanes in good ſtrength and ſufficiencie | 

arepreſent, there they hide an ii couer themſelues : | 

farewell Gods wing,they will be beholding to him | 

no longer : which plainly conuinceth them of ly- ! 

ing,when they vſe theſe words,our helpe fandeth in | 

the name of the Lord, T he latter effec of this hope is | z. Comtorta- 
to make vs comfortable and couragious in the de- agony 

tet of all meanes whatſoeuer, It is but a lame and | in tac 

halting hope, which cannot goe to-God without | 9fthe meanes. 

the ſtilts and crutches of outward meanes. He that 

hopes in God,mult needs allo with Dax4d comfort 

 himlclte ur this his God, .euen when there is no- 

thing elſe to yeeld him any comfort. Therfore this | 

hope is called a hzely hope, becaule in all diſtrefles | r Pe.1.4. 

whacſoeuer it cheereth the heart,purtcth like & (pi- 

'rit into it, when almoit dead and whoily deietted, | 

and wil! not (utter it to let goe her gripe which the 

hath of the promiſes, or to caſ? away that her confi- Heb.ro.z x. 

dence, which hath ſo great recopence of reward, Hence 

the Apoltle ſaith, Likewiſe alſo the ſpirit = ae; OY | Rom 8.26. 

infirmities.\W hat is it together with which theſpirit |5uverTA&u- 

| helpeth our infirmities ? Ir is our kope & patience, ,Sxve 7%, 

whereof he had tmmediat!y {poken before. in this |>-c24.25, 

regard hope is compared to an anchor,which ſtaics | ,4.6.19. 

the {hip in the ſtorme;and to the corke of the net, | 

which ſwimmeth aloft when the reſt of the net 


Katvemh we then our hope by this effett a'ſo. 


Shal we not find that theſe valorous harts of ours, 
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onthe 124. Pſalm. 4 = | 
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Prow,z 8.1. 
Eſay 7-3 


Nows exo iftes 
i pace leones, 
11 prelio cer- 
#65, 7 art wd. 
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trembling leaues ofthetrees [haken with the wind?! 
' Why,butit God were the tay & ſtate of our con-' 


Comfortable Meditations 
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whichin the ahundance of meanes were bold and 
vndaunted-as Lions; in the want otthem,are as the 


 tidence, why then ſuffer we ſuch trroubleſome.and 
' tumultuous terrors to ſeize vpon Vs ? 1 hougi the 
| meanes be gone, yet the matter ot our hope, Cod 
himſelfeabidethby vs,who in the cnd of this verſe, | 
for the better ſupporting of our hope, is {er torth' | 
vnto vs by his omaipotent power, witnelled in the 
creation of the whole trame and turniture both of 
heauen & earth,thart we might aſſure our ſelucs ſo. 
often as wecaſt oureye vponth.s good y light,thur 
the ſame God,who was able tomake ali things that |} 
are, ſomething, when betore no/hing, is much more] | 
able to keepe them from becomming nothing, be-| | 
ing already ſomething : And that hee which made | 
the world,and vs in it,is as able to continue both it 
and vs in it: and that he which made not onely the 
earth for his ele&here to fight in, but the heauen 
alſo hereafter to :riumph in, will ſooner ſuffer hea- 
ven &earth both to periſh, then any of thoſe his | 
cleft, for whole ſake both earth & heauen to were | 
| made, to miſcarry, or their company wholly to be 
| rooted out by the oppolite company ofthe malig-! 
nant:that ſo by this g/orious light of the creation, | 
faith in the creature micht be created,at leaſt recre-| 
ated and reniued ia vs, hereby we learning in well- 
doing to commit onr felues to God as wnte our fathfull 
Creator by Iclus Chriſt, to whom be all power 
and praiſe for euermore. neal 
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